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ante diem X Calendās Iunias MMDCCLXXI A.U.C. 

Salvēte, honorable delegates. 

 

It is our privilege to welcome you to EmpireMUNC V. In the spirit of building empires, we are 

proud to simulate life in the Roman Empire, one of the history’s greatest civilizations whose 

impact remains visible to the present day. Ahead of you, you have the exciting opportunity to 

explore the life and tumultuous times of one of its most consequential rulers, Julius Caesar. 

 

Settle into your quadriga and don your finest toga as you prepare to bask in the glory of Rome.  

 

My name is Kang Huh, and I have the pleasure of serving as your Chair this year. I am a former 

scholar of the Latin language (if you are currently in AP Latin and struggling through De Bello 

Gallico or The Iliad, I sympathize), and am now a Senior studying Finance and Politics. In 

addition to staffing your committee, I serve as the President of the NYU Model United Nations 

Club. While my days of formal Latin studies are behind me, my passion for the Classics burns 

just as brightly.  

 

Joining me is Mocha Sastry, who is going to be serving as your Crisis Director. She is a Senior 

studying History, with a specific interest in the rise and fall of ancient western civilizations, and 

Politics on the pre-law track. In her off time, she helps run a social initiative start-up in the city. 

Mocha’s excited to finally have a practical use for all those Ancient Greece and Rome classes, 

and is passionate about making this committee the best it can be.  

 

This committee as a concept has been five years in the making, and we truly hope to deliver an 

enjoyable weekend to you all. If you have any questions, feel free to send an email to either me 

or Mocha. We happily welcome any correspondences about expectations for the weekend, 

questions about the committee, or even a simple salutation. 

 

Otherwise, we look forward to hosting you in November. Until then, we wish you the very best 

of luck. 

 

Bonam fortūnam! 

 

Kang Huh        Rhea Mocha Sastry 

Chair, Caesar        Crisis Director, Caesar 

EmpireMUNC V       EmpireMUNC V 

chair.caesar.empiremuncv@gmail.com                                   

cd.caesar.empiremuncv@gmail.com 
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Veni, Vidi Vici: The Life and Times of Julius Caesar 
 

I. Geography of the Republic 

During the 6th century BCE, thanks to the achievements of the powerful and wealthy 

Etruscan, Rome became one of the important states in Latium alongside Tivoli, Praeneste, and 

Tusculum. Although these Latin states had disputes that occasionally even led to war, they 

generally banded together against outside threats. Since the inception of Roman Republic in 509 

BCE, the Romans expanded their territories at the expense of the Etruscan states. As Rome grew 

increasingly dominant in Latium, the remaining Latins banded together and waged war, although 

this Latin war (340-338 BCE) ended quickly with Rome’s victory.  

During the first two centuries since its establishment, the Roman Republic focused on 

extending its power over the rest of Italy through a combination of conquest and colonization. 

After three wars with the Samnites to the north and the Pyrrhic War (280-275 BCE) against the 

Greeks to the south, Rome secured the Italian Peninsula.  

Rome spent the following century competing for control over the Mediterranean. This 

resulted in the Punic Wars (264-146 BCE) against Carthage in Northern Africa, as well as 

conflicts with Syria, Macedonia, Greece, and Egypt. By the 1st century BCE, Rome had 

expanded to include North Africa, most of the Iberian Peninsula, France, Greece, and much of 

the eastern Mediterranean. 

Attaining control over all of these territories allowed Rome to become the main 

established commercial power in the entire Mediterranean area but governing all of these lands 

and its diverse peoples proved to be challenging. In addition, there was no shortage of external 

threats and growing powers outside of Rome. The Romans, as expected, faced these threats head 

on leading to conflicts such as the Cimbrian War (113-101 BCE) with the Germanic tribes of 
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Cimbri, the Mithridatic Wars (89-63 BCE) fighting Mithridates the Great, the ruler of the large 

kingdom of Pontus in Asia, and a campaign against the Cilician pirates taking advantage of a 

power vacuum over the Mediterranean. This leaves us at 49 BCE, with Rome struggling to 

maintain authority over its many territories and surrounded by enemies cautious of Rome’s 

continuously growing power.  

II. A Brief History of Rome 

The Social War 

The Social War began in 91 BCE, between the Roman Republic and several cities in Italy 

that had been Roman allies in the years before. It lasted 4 years and ended in a decisive victory 

for the Roman Military. The war originated with the Picentes because they were not afforded 

citizenship by the Romans, as the Romans ruled most of the Italian peninsula but did not give 

Italian cities citizenship rights, whether they voluntarily allied with Rome or not. This inequality 

was deemed unacceptable, and cities on the peninsula rose to war against Rome and were 

defeated. However, in the aftermath, Rome gave most other cities citizenship rights to avoid 

another uprising.  

Sulla’s Civil Wars 

 Sulla and Gaius Marius had an established rivalry from the end of the Social War, where 

Sulla won consulship, and commanded an army against King Mithridates-- a position that Marius 

wanted for himself. Marius used his influence to reverse the decision and get command of the 

army from the Senate. However, the soldiers were loyal to Sulla, and marched with him on the 

city of Rome itself-- an unprecedented event in Roman history. Marius attempted to retaliate by 

raising an army of gladiators, but eventually was forced to flee. Sulla and his supporters passed a 

death sentence on Marius, which was never fulfilled. He was named a public enemy by Sulla in 

the Senate, who then went on to fight Mithridates as planned.  
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 Once Sulla left Rome, Maruis and his son, Marius the Younger, returned to Rome with an 

army, and began to kill the supporters of Sulla. He exiled Sulla, declared himself and his ally, 

Cinna, consuls before his death, leaving Cinna sole control of Rome. Sulla, hearing of this, came 

back and had his troops surround the city, and he entered, taking Rome quickly and easily. His 

easy victory and subsequent conquering of Rome saw him established Dictator of Rome. in 82 

BCE.  

The Catilinarian Conspiracy  

Much later on, after many wars on foreign soil and the expansion of the Roman Republic, 

came another civil war in Rome in the Catilline Conspiracy- a plot by the Senator Luicius 

Sergius Catilina to overthrow the consulship of Marcus Cicero and Gaius Hybrida. Catalina had 

been an unsuccessful candidate for consul in years previous and gathered public support for his 

plans and policies. When failed to be elected yet again, he assembled an army and planned to 

commit arson as well as murder of a majority of the Senators, and eventually take control of the 

government.  In 63 BCE, Cicero discovered the plot through his mistress, and escaped death. 

Catalina was accused by Cicero in front of the Senate, and fled Rome under the guise of 

“voluntary exile”, although he was eventually condemned to death without a trial by Cicero and 

the Senate.  

The Formation of the First Triumvirate  

 The first triumvirate was an informal alliance between three of the most influential 

political figures in the late Roman Republic- Julius Caesar, Pompey the Great and Marcus 

Crassus. Caesar and Pompey had a large, extensive patronage network that helped them gain 

favor and support in the senate, and Crassus was the largest landlord in Rome, making him the 

richest man. The three together could gather enough support to counter the influence of the 
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Roman Senate, which had begun to monopolize Roman politics. The alliance was secret, until 

the three voted together publicly on a land law in 58 BCE. The alliance was not one of similar 

morals or values, but one of personal advantage for all three members.  

Beginning of Caesar’s Civil War 

After Crassus’ death in the Battle of Carrhae during the Gallic Wars, Pompey and Caesar 

were left without a buffer between them, and their relationship worsened over time. Pompey was 

the heir apparent, with support from the Senate to be the sole Consul in Rome. However, Caesar, 

hailed the champion of the common people, had introduced and advocated for a series of reforms 

in government, was not about to step down. However, the Senate disliked his level of power and 

demanded he step down from his army command, which he refused to do unless Pompey did the 

same. Now, we wait with baited breath to see what will happen, as he bides his time on the other 

side of the Rubicon River, with Pompey in Rome. 

III. Government of the Republic 

Structure of the Government 

 During the age of the Roman Republic, Rome grew to embrace democratic governance 

that date back to 509 BC, following the overthrow of monarchy and the institutional of several 

constitutional reforms. At the head of the Roman Republic were the two Consuls, which were 

elected by a popular vote yearly. The Consuls acted as the executive authority of the Roman 

Republic, charged with executing the laws of the Republic. Consuls were given the power over 

arrests and summons. However, the Consuls were not immune to the powers of the Roman 

judiciary. 

Consuls were particularly empowered when it came to the state’s military and diplomatic 

matters, wherein Consuls were granted unchallenged authority over the Republic’s military 

activities and its foreign relations. To create a balance of power, however, Consuls were given 
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equal veto powers over one another. In an effort to avoid constitutional crises as a result of 

conflicting vetoes, however, the Consuls would often alternate in their areas of focus each 

month; one Consul would oversee matters of the state and the other would oversee matters of the 

military. 

 The Consuls were also granted the right to appoint individuals to positions in 

government. Most powerful among the appointed were the Praetors, who were tasked with 

overseeing the military’s day-to-day affairs. The Praetor peregrinus oversaw military and civil 

matters involving citizens and foreigners--roles that would increase in importance as Rome 

began to expand its borders. The Praetor urbanus oversaw military and civil matters within 

smaller municipalities, and were tasked with preparing the city’s defenses in times of need. 

 The Quaestors, also appointed by the Consuls, oversaw matters of the treasury and, when 

handling matters of the judiciary, would be tasked with investigating and prosecuting serious 

crimes (e.g. murder). The Aediles were perhaps the least powerful yet most enjoyable of the 

appointed offices, overseeing provision of food across the Republic, and regulation of public 

festivals. As the Republic extended its borders, though, the Consuls began to appoint Governors 

who would serve as the chief administrator of the provinces. Governors, also called Proconsuls, 

were often seen as logical choices to serve as Consuls for the Republic. 

 The Roman constitution also notably established the Senate, which served as a legislative 

body for the Roman Republic. Although authority to execute the letter of the law fell upon the 

Consuls, the Consuls would govern with the advice of the Senate, exercised through the passage 

of legislation through the Senate’s legislative chambers. A particularly influential body, the 

Senate was comprised of highly influential individuals of the day, from members of esteemed 
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families to prominent figures in agriculture and commerce. The Senate would often draw its 

power directly based on its level of influence and clout. 

 Unlike other governments with similar democratic institutions, the Roman Republic 

allowed for direct election of Magistrates to serve in the specialized roles of the state. The 

Magistrates had broad executive authority over specialized matters of the state, from public 

business to judiciary matters. 

Extraordinary Circumstances 

 While the constitution of the Roman Republic stood the test of political turbulence, it did 

allow for the declaration of a Dictator in times of military emergency, who would be granted 

complete and sweeping authority over all matters of the state. The responsibility fell upon the 

Dictator to return power to the branches bestowed with constitutional powers at the end of the 

Dictatorial term. 

IV. The Economy of Rome 

In the beginning of the Republic, many services (such as public works, tax collection, toll 

collection, management of mines) were contracted out to private citizens and with eventually 

over time these jobs would end up in the hands of colleges. By 64 B.C. however, colleges all 

throughout Rome would be abolished due to public disorder. In 58 B.C. they would be reinstated 

only to be again revoked by Julius Caesar who only permitted certain colleges to remain in 

existence. Economically, the Senate held the power to make or break individuals and getting on 

the bad side of the wrong person could end poorly as it wasn’t unheard of for Emperors to abuse 

the law to seize assets from their political rivals to weaken them.  

At its very core, the Roman economy was an agricultural one. The majority of the 

economic activity was generated by farmers in the countryside in both Italy and the provinces. 

The majority of the produce consisted primarily of grain which was traded throughout the 
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Mediterranean in addition to fruits, meats, textiles, and luxury goods like olive oil, garum, and 

wine. Slavery certainly existed in the Italian countryside and provinces; however, these slave 

estates primarily focused on growing cash crops instead of the grains typically grown by free 

farms.  

While in Italy precious metals were generally rare, they were plentiful in the other 

provinces like Spain and with the establishment of stability and peace within the Mediterranean 

trade could be done on the sea on a scale never before seen in history up until then. Trade over 

sea was both cheaper and faster than land trade, and it could be easier and more profitable to 

trade with fairly distant markets oversea than a nearby market overland.  

With the expansion of Rome territorially, the taxation system underwent change. In the 

beginning of Rome tax rates were between 1 to 3 percent depending on the current political 

climate. These taxes were levied upon landowners within Italy; however, as the Republic 

expanded, Rome was no longer limited to just the people of Italy to raise tax money and could 

now collect from the provinces instead.  

Within the provinces, tax farmers (publicani) were contracted by Rome to collect the 

money that each community owed. These publicani would bid for the opportunity to take the job 

and would pay Rome upfront for the amount that they claimed they would collect. After 

successfully obtaining the bid, the publicani were responsible to collect the taxes that their 

assigned province was supposed to owe. The publicani were permitted to keep any funds that 

was in excess of what was bid including the interest for the loan that essentially gave to Rome 

when they took the bid; however, they also had to accept the risk that they could lose money if 

they were unable to collect as much as they had originally bid. This, of course, would prove to be 

quite profitable for the publicani and would become engorged with corruption. 
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V. The Roman Military 

To Romans, serving in the military was a civic duty with an elevated significance, as they 

were the lynchpin in bringing victory and eternity to the city.1 This reliance on the soldier makes 

sense too, as the Republic had been at war with its neighbors and eventually its neighbors’ 

neighbors since its beginnings.2 These constant threats and the aspirations to expand forced 

Rome to experiment extensively on its military, taking centuries to reach the famous legionary 

that was its backbone.  

In the beginning, Rome’s army was arranged in a similar fashion to that of Greek hoplite 

armies; static blocks of hundreds of citizen soldiers, with long spears to jab at a distance and 

large shields. Though this worked well against other Italic polities in the early days, it was less 

effective against Senone Gallic invaders, who defeated the Romans and sacked the city in 390 

BCE.3 The Romans reformed and adapted, drastically changing the the structure of their armed 

forces. The new forces were also composed of landowning citizen-soldiers able to afford their 

equipment, and aged 17 to 46 years old. Depending on their age, the soldiers were grouped into 

maniples and arranged by age and wealth into three lines  (the triplex acies): the hastati (the first 

line, and the youngest), the principes (the second line), and the triarii (the third line, and the 

most experienced). They were supported by velites (skirmishers) and equites (cavalry).4 This 

new model established the manipular organizational system that kept the Roman army flexible 

and capable of adapting quickly on the battlefield.  

The triplex acies mechanic would see around two centuries of action, taking on several 

foes. In Italy, the Romans defeated the Etruscans, Samnites, and other Italic peoples, unifying the 

peninsula in 218 BCE. The Carthaginians, Rome’s biggest rivals in the Western Mediterranean, 

                                                
1 The Republican soldier: Historiographical representations and human realities By Kathryn Milne, pg 10 
2 SPQR by Mary Beard 563-568 
3 The Roman Army After Marius' Reforms by T Wake, page 1 
4 The Roman Army After Marius' Reforms by T Wake, page 1 
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were destroyed in a series of three Punic Wars and birthed the creation of the Roman navy.5 The 

city-states of Greece and Macedonia were conquered. However, during the Jugurthine War in 

107 BCE, a general named Gaius Marius reformed his army in order to combat the Numidians.6 

The Marian Reforms replaced the manipular system with the cohort system, reorganizing 

the army into a more flexible, systematic machine. Marius did away with the stratification 

system of the soldiers based on social class, and instead put all Roman citizens under one 

classification: the legionarius, a soldier on campaign for 25 years.7 These legionaries were 

placed in centuries of 100 men led by a centurion, with six centuries making up a single cohort. 

Each cohort had its own aquila, a standard usually in a form of an eagle used to rally men and to 

symbolize the cohort’s identity. Marius also removed the land ownership requirement needed to 

serve, and promoted men to higher positions based on merit rather than background. Marius 

made every legionary march with several pounds of equipment for several miles, and trained 

them mercilessly. These men, no longer tied to a “home” like past citizen-soldiers, were the most 

professional soldiers in the Mediterranean world.  

This reform allowed for armies to stay on campaign much longer, and saw the reliance of 

the soldiers on their general for the proper reward for their service. Rome became a distant idea 

rather than a home, while the general transformed into the heart and face of the legion. The bond 

between general and his soldiers tightened, allowing men like Julius Caesar, Marius’s nephew, to 

break new grounds against old enemies like the Gauls. However, if it came down to it, who 

would the legionary listen to: their Senate, or their general? 

VI. Roman Culture 

                                                
5 Lane Fox, The Classical World, p. 309  
6 The Roman Army After Marius' Reforms by T Wake, page 2 
7 The Roman Army After Marius' Reforms by T Wake, page 2 
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The culture of the Roman Republic drew its inspiration from two main sources: the city 

of Rome and Hellenic traditions. Though early Roman culture reflected that of their Etruscan 

neighbors, the citizens of the Eternal City gradually became enamored with Greek stories and 

way of life (particularly after the conquest of the Balkans, causing a stream of artistic and 

intellectual loot to flow back to the Italy).8 Rome was thus an amalgamation of early Italic and 

Greek culture brutally manhandled into a system that sought to establish strict order. 

 Most Roman urban centers followed a familiar formula, imitating what the city of Rome 

built. Urban planners subscribed to a regimen of symmetry, structuring buildings into works of 

equilibrium, rife with arches and domes (Roman inventions!), columns, and realistic statues. 

Public baths, called thermae, hosted several guests who came to wash, relax, and socialize; it 

was a space of repose from the bustle of work.9 Aqueducts, an architectural innovation borrowed 

from the Etruscans, supplied the water to these baths, and also to latrines, some private homes, 

and fountains of all kinds. Fountains were also places of social gatherings, and opportunities to 

display art in public spaces such as forums. These fora were plazas where markets  were 

typically found and held social significance, as public discourse, an important facet of Roman 

life, usually took place there.10 Another feature of the city and town was the theatre, where 

various forms of drama and dance entertained both the rich and the poor with Greek comedies, 

Latin tragedies, Etruscan ballets, Oscan dramas, and more.11 The temple occupied a vastly 

important space in the city, being the space where a worshipped deity or an object holding its 

power was said to reside in.12 Surrounding all these landmarks of a city were the insulae, 

                                                
8 http://www.theancientworld.net/civ/roman_republic_culture.html 
9 http://www.crystalinks.com/romebaths.html 
10 http://www.crystalinks.com/romeimperialfora.html 
11 http://www.crystalinks.com/rometheaters.html 
12 http://www.crystalinks.com/rometemples.html 
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apartments for Romans and domi, homes for the wealthy; within both these resided the typical 

Roman family. 

 The paterfamilias was the absolute head of the family, reigning over his wife, children, 

his children’s spouses, nephews, workers, and slaves.13 Fathers were expected to ensure the 

stability of the home by enforcing the mos maiorum (the unspoken and strict social norms of 

Rome).14 Though parents taught their children vocational skills and civic duties, formal 

education (for those who pay) taught speech, law, gravitas (social weight), and philosophy for 

advanced students.15 Learning in the Republic focused more on a student’s ingenium (inner 

genius) rather than their class or placement, thus allowing some to rise above in academia despite 

their origins.16 Schools in Rome did not discriminate teaching boys and girls, but after primary 

education and coming of age, Roman women were expected to learn how to become the next 

matron of the household they marry into, and were not allowed to take part in the public sphere 

like men did.17 They could not vote nor speak in public, but could hold extraordinary influence in 

the private spheres, and could move the directions of families. 

VII. Religion in the Republic 

Religion in Rome was based off of order, strict adherence to rituals, and securing the 

benevolence of the gods. The Romans believed that all things in life were based off the whims of 

their polytheistic pantheon of deities, and thus found ways to try to appease and cooperate with 

the gods.18 This fides (mutual trust) was built through the regulation of the jus divinum (divine 

                                                
13 http://www.theancientworld.net/civ/roman_republic_culture.html 
14 http://www.novaroma.org/nr/Mos_maiorum 
15 http://www.crystalinks.com/romeducation.html 
16 ibid 
17 http://www.crystalinks.com/romewomen.html 
18 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Roman-religion#ref65510 
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law), a sort of do-and-don’ts for the Romans. Rituals were especially important, and had to be 

done painstakingly precise, otherwise misfortune would fall upon the Eternal City.19  

 The Roman pantheon evolved over the centuries but, like with most things in the 

Republic, religion took a distinctly Greek tinge to it. The gods were led by Jupiter, akin to the 

Greek supreme god Zeus; he held his own large temple complex on Capitoline Hill. Another 

important god was Mars, who fathered the city’s founders, Romulus and Remus, and thus had a 

tie to all Romans, his descendants. Other gods included Neptune, Pluto, Juno, Minerva, and 

several minor deities, all of which needed to be satisfied in order to gain divine favor to conquer 

the unknown world and for everyday blessings. The Romans were not religious in the sense that 

they worshipped the gods as zealots; rather, they acted in ways that may please the divine so that 

they may give something back, or just to ensure that nothing bad happens to the plucky Romans. 

The gods were, in a sense, sort of a party to be negotiated with, and certainly an easily angered 

group. The Romans did not take large undertakings without divine consent; for example, an 

invasion would not be carried out if the will of the gods was divined to be unfavorable.20 Thus, 

priests and diviners held a very important role within Roman society. 

 There were four main colleges that led state religious matters, the main ones being the 

pontifices and the augures.21 The pontifices administered all religious matters in the Republic, 

commanded by the pontifex maximus. They ensured correct procedure for all ceremonies, 

protected temples, oversaw burials, adoptions and marriages, and regulated the calendars to stay 

up to date.22 Augures were also highly important, as they were interpreters of signs and divined 

                                                
19 https://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Religion/ 
20 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Roman-religion/Beliefs-practices-and-institutions#ref65519 
21 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Roman-religion/Beliefs-practices-and-institutions#ref65521 
22 https://www.britannica.com/topic/pontifex 
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the will of gods from these possible messages.23 They received two types of divinations: the 

auspicia impetrativa (the requested sign) or the auspicia oblativa (the incidental sign). Both of 

these offices were open to the public, and highly sought after for political gain. Holding the 

office of a priest is something that boosts one’s reputation, as it could be a sign of divine support. 

 As with most public positions in Rome, priests were male, thus making the female Vestal 

Virgins a unique position, not seen in Greek or Etruscan traditions. Six Virgins were selected as 

young girls by the pontifex maximus, and for thirty years had to remain virgins while performing 

rituals and duties for the Cult of Vesta; their most important duty was to keep the eternal flame 

of Rome alit within the Temple of Vesta, as its light beaconed the everlasting glory of the city.24 

Though this was a rare place of public power for Roman women, Vestal Virgins were only 

drawn from patrician families. 

 Cults for minor gods existed, separate from the worship of the Capitoline Triad  (Jupiter, 

Minerva, and Juno).25 They held smaller temples, like the fertility goddess Cybele in Rome, 

where individuals can offer sacrifices and ask for their blessings, and sometimes they represented 

cities and jobs, like Isis for sailors. The everyday Roman relied on these cults to get by. 

VIII. Technology of the Time 

Contextually, the technology of the Roman Empire, despite its prowess relative 

contemporary civilizations, was extremely simple. In terms of generating mechanical energy; 

Romans in 49 B.C. relied upon a mix of human, animal, and water power for their everyday 

needs. Combustion energy (wood) was very use-specific (cooking food and heating baths), in 

that not only was wood relatively expensive to move to Rome, the Italian peninsula wasn’t 

exactly known for its lush forests. It wouldn’t be until the pacification of the British Isles almost 

                                                
23 https://www.britannica.com/topic/augur 
24 https://www.britannica.com/topic/Vestal-Virgins 
25 https://www.ancient.eu/Roman_Religion/ 
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100 years later that Rome would have access to coal, and thus an economical means of 

generating large amounts of heat. 

In terms of material science, Romans outshone all of their contemporary rivals. Roman 

cement: a combination of Gypsum, quicklime, and volcanic dust allowed for the exceptional 

constructions in Rome which stand to this day. Roman cement, when hardened, creates a series 

of crystalline structures throughout its mass, allowing for incredible amounts of structural 

integrity. And when formed into bricks and slabs, the flexibility of the resulting structure 

explains why so many buildings have survived the earthquake prone Italian-peninsula to modern 

times. It literally was the base from which the Roman empire was built. 

Socially, Romans perceived “technology” fundamentally differently than we do today. 

From the civilian perspective: artisans and tradesmen made up a majority of the Roman middle-

class, all of whom had a vested interest in making sure that the secrets of their trade were not 

widely known, limiting the spread of spread of technological advancement. Moreover, most of 

Roman business and manufacturing were small, open-air workshops that constantly grew and 

shrank wildly as a result of seasonal demand. The reason why we hail the technology of the 

Roman empire then, is largely a result of the engineering achievements of the legions; because 

all the empire had a vested interest in sharing the best processes and capabilities with which to 

wage war, experimentation among the multi-purpose fighting force of the empire led to a number 

of advancements in terms of logistics, sanitation, architecture, engineering, and combat. 

Roman legions were also expected to construct the civilian infrastructure on which the 

empire relied, the main way of earning their keep when not deployed on military campaign. The 

contemporary wisdom went, the busier an army- the less time it had to mutiny. Thus, Roman 

legions would be the principal constructors of roads, shipping canals, ports, cities, forts, towns, 
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aqueducts, walls, and even mines, and the most prominent force in the advancement of 

technology in the Roman Empire.   

IX. International Relations  

         Rome’s interactions with foreign nations largely involved either conquest or trade. Its 

economy is largely agrarian and slave based, since acquiring new territories also depends on a 

means to feed the legionnaires and new citizens. This allows the production and transportation of 

food throughout the empire, as well as the selling of the surpluses to drive the trading industry. 

As a result, grain rich provinces such as Egypt, Sicily, and Tunisia in North Africa were essential 

conquests during Rome’s expansion. Grain from these areas are transported to the port of Ostia 

where from it is processed and shipped up the Tiber River to the capital and the rest of Rome.       

 While agriculture is vital to its growth, Rome’s largest industry is mining, which 

produces the stones for the several building projects throughout the territories and metals for 

tools and weapons for the military operations. From Greece and Northern Italy, it receives 

marble for its buildings. Rome creates jewelry and mints its coins from the gold and silver mined 

in Spain, and Britain mines the iron, lead and tin for Rome’s weaponry. 

 In addition to food and manufacturing, there also is a diverse variety of goods from all 

over the three continents: Europe, Asia, and Africa. Rome’s prosperity generated a desire from 

its citizens for luxuries from foreign lands, which also led to the rise of importers. These 

importers bring in all sorts of exotic goods including silks from China and East Asia, cotton and 

spices from India, ivory and wild animals from Africa, mined metals from Spain and Britain, 

fossilized amber gems from Germany, and slaves from all over the world. 
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X. Roman Relations with Egypt  

In 60 B.C Caesar was a consul of Rome. In order to increase his power, Caesar entered into 

an agreement with two senators, Crassus and Pompey. Crassus was the man with the money and 

provided funds to Caesar and Pompey was the man with the muscle and he eventually married 

Caesar’s daughter, a political move that held much power at the time. The three men-controlled 

Rome with bribes, backdoor political deals, and brute force. During his time as consul, Caesar 

ran into a few issues; he owed a lot of people a lot of money, and more importantly, he owed 

many people political favors. A large portion of the actions and things he did as consul were 

technically illegal, and as time went on, more and more evidence surfaced against him. In order 

to tackle these problems, Caesar decided to conquer Gaul, a Roman territory. While he was 

away, things in Rome began to change; Crassus died, so Caesar no longer had a personal banker, 

and his daughter Julia who was married to Pompey died as well, giving Pompey the ability to 

push for power. With Caesar gone and Crassus dead, Pompey became the most powerful man in 

Rome and stripped Caesar of his titles. Pompey demanded Caesar come back to Rome where he 

would be prosecuted for his crimes while he was consul.  

During this time in Egypt, Ptolemy XIII was co-ruling the empire with his sister Cleopatra. 

Ptolemy and Cleopatra did not get along and had a deep rivalry, and Ptolemy eventually kicked 

Cleopatra out of Egypt, but luckily she had an ally in Caesar and traveled to the Italian Peninsula 

to seek his aid.  

 

 

XI. Social Classes in the Roman Republic  

 In Rome, one’s birth was the crucial determinant to one’s wealth. Social class was quite 

simple in the Roman Republic--one was either a patrician or a plebeian. As the name might 
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suggest, the patrician class was the ruling, wealthy class in Roman society. Patrician families, 

having access to greater levels of wealth, were well-educated and often destined for some 

position of status in government. Most government officials were, not surprisingly, of the 

patrician class. Additionally, positions of religious significance were only available to 

members of the patrician class, precluding plebeians from attaining religious leadership. 

The plebeian class, on the other hand, were more agrarian and less moneyed compared to 

their patrician counterparts. Although plebeians were generally held back in earlier Roman 

history, civil rights for the plebeian class became more pronounced in the middle and later 

years of the Roman Republic. While upward mobility was difficult to achieve for those born 

into the plebeian class, the Roman Republic saw more members of the plebeian class earn 

seats in the Senate and climb the ranks of society. Plebeians could even become Consul, a 

rare feat. If a plebeian was first in his family line to become the Consul of the Roman 

Republic, he would be designated as a novus homo. 

The military was often seen as a direct, but difficult, route to achieve greater influence and 

wealth in Roman society, with individuals serving at least five years to become a part of the 

military leadership. Military members seeking public office, however, was an even more difficult 

path, with some serving at least 10 years before seeking opportunities in public office. 

 Once wealth was achieved, however, plebeians would be no different from their patrician 

counterparts. Achieving wealth and influence, however, was a path paved by one’s birth. 

XII. Roman Architectural Development  

Roman architecture is best described by the maxim: “form follows function”. Roman 

architectural “form” would not develop into its own unique style until the early Imperial Period. 

Romans followed many of the same architectural principles of the Greeks, and it would not be 
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until the invention of Roman Concrete that the Legions would build many of the aqueducts, 

domes, colonnades, and arches that we see today. In those cases, the extreme urban density of 

Rome created an immense need for infrastructure, but those same building techniques (arches, 

columns, colonnades) would also become their own attraction: the Triumphal Arches, the 

Victory Columns, and ultimately the Roman forum. 

At the same time, the ways in which Romans took to decorating these structures also changed 

as the Empire grew. Not only through the progression of Ionic, Doric, and Corinthian styles, but 

also through the use of exotic marbles as building materials. Roman Republican structures were 

usually built out of a mixture of stone, or brick.  

Roman architecture was largely taken from the local Etruscan tribes, although they borrowed 

heavily from Greek styles when building prestigious works. It should be noted that over time, the 

size of those prestigious works would dwarf their Greek counterparts. Roman architecture had a 

“revolution” with the discovery of concrete- the temple of Athena Nike being tiny in comparison 

to the Parthenon. As well, because of the growing wealth inequality of Roman society, nobles 

were able to build enormous estates throughout the Roman Empire. While the Empire’s military 

might would consolidate wealth into the hands of these families, concrete would also represent 

an increase in building power. All in all, Romans were very much the modern Americans of 

architectural antiquity: bigger is better and flaunt it if you’ve got it.  

 

XIII. The First Triumvirate  

The First Triumvirate of ancient Rome was an informal  alliance between the three most 

influential people in Roman politics, Julius Caesar, Pompey, and Crassus which lasted from 60 

BCE until 53 BCE. Two of the three had valid reasons to unite: Pompey wanted his veterans to 

be rewarded for their bravery in the east while Crassus hoped to gain not only dignity in a 

https://www.ancient.eu/First_Triumvirate/
https://www.ancient.eu/Rome/
https://www.ancient.eu/Julius_Caesar/
https://www.ancient.eu/pompey/
https://www.ancient.eu/Crassus/
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military command but also sought to recoup money he and his fellow investors had lost during 

the food crises in the east. Julius Caesar was not as prosperous as the others  but aimed to be 

named consul and afterwards gain military command in Gaul. Together, the “gang” overcame 

their first obstacle when Caesar was named co-consul for the year 59 BCE with Marcus 

Calpurnius Bibulus, who would veto all proposals Caesar made. Caesar then decided to take 

them to the popular assembly. Although Bibulus attempted to interfere he was instead was 

thrown down the steps of the Temple of Castor where he was showered with garbage. 

Eventually, Caesar would rule as consul alone. The triumvirate was apparently working. 

 Next, Pompey and Crassus returned to a joint consulship in 55 BCE. Afterwards, Pompey 

was named governor of Spain although he remained in Rome and ruled Spain through deputies. 

Crassus got his wish and was awarded the command of an army, hoping to achieve personal 

fame in the east. Unfortunately, he would never realize his goal. In 53 BCE at the Battle of 

Carrhae he was defeated, killed, and decapitated. Unfortunately, his death spelled the doom for 

the triumvirate. Although the alliance had been renewed in 56 BCE at Luca, Crassus had been 

the glue that held them together. Eventually, Caesar and Pompey were at war with each other, 

putting Rome in the middle.  

XIV. Life of Caesar  

Gaius Julius Caesar (The Emperor) was born July 12-13 100 BC to Gaius Julius Caesar and 

Aurelia Cotta in Rome. The Julia family’s political foundation began with Caesar’s father who 

was the Governor of Asia and his aunt, Julia, who was married to Consul Gaius Marius. Gaius 

Julius Caesar Sr. would die after his son’s 16th birthday.  

Julius Caesar, now head of the household, and his first wife Cornelia, would be caught in 

the civil war between his uncle Gaius Marius, and Lucius Sulla- Caesar, having just been 

https://www.ancient.eu/Consul/
https://www.ancient.eu/gaul/
https://www.ancient.eu/temple/
https://www.ancient.eu/battle/
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elevated to his first job as high priest of Jupiter. Sulla would ultimately exile Marius, and purge 

his supporters or family members, like Caesar. Having been removed from religious office, 

Caesar was immediately able to join the legions fighting in Asia, in which he served with 

distinction. After Sulla’s death, Caesar was able to return to Rome and worked as a legal 

advocate. It was after his return to Rome that Caesar would be abducted by pirates- whom he 

would crucify and kill shortly after his ransom. Caesar’s growing notoriety for his public service 

and martial ability would earn him the position of military tribune, quaestor of Spain, curule 

aedile, pontifex maximus of Rome, praetor, and then governor of Spain.  

While governor of Spain, Caesar would win the title of Imperator after conquering two 

local tribes, setting up his campaign for consul in 60 B.C. It would be during this campaign that 

Caesar would form a political alliance with Crassus and Pompey (The First Triumvirate), and 

win handily with his empty robe of a consul-mate, Marcus Bibulus. Caesar would go on to 

pursue a populist agenda, angering many of the Roman aristocracy and forcing him to enact an 

escape plan of governing cisalpine Gaul once his term as consul ended. It would be during his 

governorship that Caesar would lead the conquest of Gaul. The resulting booty, honors, and 

influence would put Caesar in an excellent position to unseat Pompey as sole consul of Rome. 

Pompey would order Caesar back to the capital on charges of treason and insubordination, one 

thing would led to another, and Caesar marched his legions to the banks of the Rubicon.   

 

 

 


