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Crisis Director & Chair  
Welcome 
 
Blessed be the fruit, 
 
It is our pleasure to welcome you to EmpireMUNC V and the Republic of Gilead committee, one of 
three joint crisis committees set in the literary dystopian universe! My name is Candice Medina, and 
and I am incredibly excited to serve as your Chair for this conference. I am currently a sophomore here 
at NYU studying Neural Psychology along the Pre-Med track. When I’m not memorizing 
hydrocarbons, I like to practice Karate and Brazilian Jiu Jitsu, curl up with a good book while drinking 
too much coffee, feed my probably unhealthy shopping addiction, engage in wanderlust, and not-so-
patiently await Game of Thrones season 8. 
 
My name is Vivian So, and I am honored to be serving as your Crisis Director for this session of 
EmpireMUNC. I am a sophomore in the College of Arts and Sciences looking to study International 
Relations. My interests outside of my studies lie in travel, the figure skating world, watching too many 
Broadway shows than is considered sane, scaring people with my encyclopedic knowledge of Top 
Gear, lusting over heels, and walking my feet to the point where I’ve lost a fair bit of feeling in them. 
 
Now, allow us to take you into the future to the year 2200 to the Republic of Gilead where — born 
when the devastation of nuclear war allowed for a religious faction to seize control of what was 
formerly the United States of America — the nation’s extremist views have drastically changed what 
used to be American society. Based on Margaret Atwood’s novel, The Handmaid’s Tale, our 
committee is set over a hundred years after the conclusion of Atwood’s tale, where time has resulted in 
the continuous struggle for growth in Gilead. Now faced with even more threats on an international 
stage, the Republic of Gilead is preparing for world domination. Along with the formidable foes of 
Gilead (based on Brave New World) and Oceania (based on 1984), whom Gilead has had no official 
contact with since the isolationist peace treaty was signed in the year 2000, Gilead may rise to power 
and shape the future of the rest of the world. 
 
How will you utilize your powers and connections to not only establish your position and seek what 
you desire within Gilead, but also secure our nation’s standing in the world? Only time (and debate!) 
will tell. Come excited, eager, and prepared to participate! 
 
Note that while our committee is based on The Handmaid's Tale, certain aspects of the novel’s context 
may have been altered to accommodate the other two committees’ histories as well. To help you 
familiarize yourselves with our committee and the world that is this literary dystopian conglomerate, 
please look through the enclosed background guide, as well as the guides for the other two committees  
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Crisis Director & Chair  
Welcome 
 
in our JCC should you wish to familiarize yourself with their societies. Do not hesitate to reach out to  
us if you have any questions or concerns. We look forward to meeting you all very soon! 
 
Nolite te bastardes carborundorum, 

Candice Medina 
Chair 
Gilead –– Joint Crisis 
chair.gilead.empiremuncv@gmail.com      

 
Vivian So 
Crisis Director 
Gilead –– Joint Crisis 
cd.gilead.empiremuncv@gmail.com
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Background of Gilead:  
History  After what was previously Great Britain became a province of the superstate Oceania in 
the 1980s, the United States began engaging in nuclear warfare with the new government over 
conflicts in fundamental beliefs, such as the roles of women and religion in society, as well as 
the structures of government. As a result of the prevalence of sexually transmitted diseases in the 
1980s, environmental pollution, and the buildup of toxic waste due to the fallout of nuclear 
warfare, fertility rates collapsed. The ensuing chaos, societal unrest, and fear, paved the way for 
a fundamentalist theonomy, to seize power following a civil war. The territory formerly known 
as the United States is now the Republic of Gilead, a nation built on doctrines based on a 
perverse and extreme understanding of the Old Testament laws and codes. Society is ruled by a 
militarized, fanaticial regime with a strict social class hierarchy in which individuals are 
segregated into categories according to their social functions. Women in particular are brutally 
subjugated, and by law are not allowed to work, own property, handle money, or read. The 
treatment of women in Gilead is based upon a narrow and fundamentalist interpretation of the 
Bible, in which women are the property of and subordinate to their husbands, fathers, or heads of 
households, and are prohibited from all behavior that threatens to undermine the power of this 
system. 
 As Oceania and the Republic of Gilead plunged further into war and both states began 
both amassing and destroying more territory (refer to the map on page one, in which the 
destroyed areas are visible), many of the remaining neutral states located in Eurasia who were 
tired of and against warfare came together and formed the nation of Mediterranea, which 
officially became and internationally-recognized state in the year 1995. When conflict reached a 
critical peak in 2000, leaders of the three states came together in a historic summit that resulted 
in a peace treaty that marked the end of the perpetual state of war and stated that the three 
nations would exist in isolation for 200 years before initiating any contact with each other. 
 Since the isolation pact, Gilead has struggled with civil unrest, with a resistance 
movement headed by the Handmaids in the early 2000s. However, after an Eye, a member of 
Gilead’s secret police, managed to infiltrate the inner circle, the Commanders and the 
government shut the movement down and forced the workings of Gilead society to remain the 
same. The Republic has since then issued a state-wide blackout on news and information 
regarding the failed resistance movement, and the new citizens are banned from acquiring 
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knowledge of the event. Those Commanders who do have the knowledge of the movement are 
heavily discouraged from discussing it, and the event is simply known as “The Resistance”. 
Additionally, the failure of “The Resistance” allowed for the government to concentrate its 
efforts and resources to expanding Gilead’s borders, managing to successfully capturing the 
territories formerly known as Canada and Mexico, while still abiding by the peace treaty, as the 
government specifically pushed for the isolation treaty to be worded with “continents” so that 
they would be able to invade the two nations. The Republic of Gilead currently encompasses the 
entirety of North America, with its centre of command still located in the Northeast coast of its 
original territory. 
 

Gilead’s Republic 
Rise of Jacob 
 The Republic of Gilead is an authoritarian, theocratic regime that has taken over and 
reshaped the entire working of what was once the United States of America. Gilead originally 
began as various religious extremist groups that believed that America needed to be saved from 
sin and corruption. These coalesced into a single christian conspiracy which referred to itself as 
"The Sons of Jacob". The Sons of Jacob rose to prominence in 1984, after an alleged terrorist 
attack (blamed on Oceania) killed the President of the United States, the majority of Congress, 
staff from the White House, and all nine Justices of the Supreme Court. In the chaos that 
followed, the army declared a state of emergency, and in quick succession The Sons of Jacob 
launched a revolution, suspending the United States Constitution in alleged attempt to restore 
order.  
 

New Americanah 
 Freedom is now a relic of the past. The Republic of Gilead abolished America's federal 
system of government and states, and has become a unitary republic with a centralized 
government. It is managed by a governance junta called The Committee, which is comprised of a 
board of Commanders. Commanders serve as politicians and lawmakers, working in Gilead's 
government. In the early days of Gilead, the Commanders were primarily men who brought 
about or supported the rise of the regime and most are staunch believers in Gilead. The 
Committee used the imposed martial law to establish the patriarchal, theocratic regime with its 
own paramilitary military forces known as Angels and Guardians. Constitutional rights such as 
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freedom of speech, freedom of the press, freedom of religion, the right to keep and bear arms, 
freedom of assembly, freedom of choice, the right to a fair trial in a court of law, and protection 
from cruel and unusual punishments have been striped from citizens. Women received the most 
prejudice as they are no longer able to work, educate themselves (much less read), and own 
property nor money. The Government under The Sons of Jacob restructured American society 
into a militarized, hierarchical order based largely on social and religious conservatism found in 
the Old Testament. Much of their teachings and legislation are influenced by their own rigid 
interpretation of scripture. For example, “if my right eye offend thee, pluck it out” is an ideal 
often quite literally enforced upon non-conformists.   
 The Eyes of God, also referred to simply as the Eyes, are the Republic of Gilead's secret 
police, responsible for maintaining law and order and rooting out infidels and traitors. The law is 
absolute in Gilead. Any rule-breaking or subversion must be reported and is harshly punished. 
Criminals are often executed in what is referred to as “salvagings”. The dead bodies are then 
displayed hanging via noose on “the wall” as a warning for the rest of the community. Those that 
are spared execution can be sent to the toxic Colonies, where life is short and brutal. The 
Colonies are often polluted by rubbish and radioactive waste, and those sent there are tasked with 
cleaning up, eventually falling ill and dying slowly and painfully. Some regard being sent to the 
Colonies as a fate worse than death.  

 

Militia 
The Resistance 
 There were a few protest marches when the Sons of Jacob first began to arise, but the 
new government immediately responded with blunt aggression. Deploying their own soldiers, 
the Guardians of the Faithful, protesters were mercilessly slaughtered and marches were put to 
an end on the spot, regardless of participants being armed or not. After the first protests were 
quashed with such sheer brutality, the population was too terrified to mount any further reaction. 
However, the Sons of Jacob's actions against unarmed protesters would fan the flames of armed 
resistance with various rebel groups and citizen militia units across the country started to take up 
arms against the Sons of Jacob regime. The new government quickly began hunting down 
anyone they perceived as being "unGodly" or a threat. This included political activists, doctors, 
members of other religious groups and gender minorities, and intellectuals. The Republic of 
Gilead was declared as the successor state to the United States of America in 1985. Some 
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American citizens fled to Canada and Mexico in an attempt to escape the effects of Gilead, and 
at least some military officials survived the coup by fleeing to Anchorage, Alaska. 
Mayday 
 When Gilead first came to be, a secret resistance group called Mayday worked to bring 
down the Republic of Gilead from the inside. Members of Mayday identified each other by 
saying 'May day' in conversation. Mayday members acted as spies, gathering information from 
important members of Gileadean society, and helped political targets escape to safety. People 
from all walks of Gileadean society were members, including Handmaids and Guardians. Even 
members of the Eyes served as double agents for Mayday. The Mayday Rebellion, however, was 
put to an end shortly after the year 2000 peace treaty was signed, with Gilead having been able to 
focus its energy inwards instead of worrying about external affairs.  
 

New Wave 
 As of the current year 2200, Gilead has been recovering from the repercussions of the 
first resistance. The Gilead ideology has not only been enforced more strongly, and more 
successfully as new generations know no different life, but the influence of the republic has also 
spread to the entirety of North America. Angels and Guardians invaded Canada and Mexico after 
the three-way-peace treaty was signed in 2000 as Gilead specifically pushed for the treaty to 
enforce isolation on each of the three respective continents of inhabitancy. Gilead has been 
strengthening its infrastructure, perfecting its ideological principles, and growing their military 
power in preparation for the international affairs that are soon to come with the ending of the 200 
year treaty. However, The Committee was oblivious to a New Wave Resistance rising in 
Anchorage, fighting against the ideals which the Republic plans on promoting to Mediterania 
and Oceania with the isolation treaty reaching its end. That is, until now. 
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Religion and Societal 
Roles 
 The Republic of Gilead puts religion at the forefront of their society. The Sons of Jacob, 
who lead the coup and began the Republic, lead their lives and society by the interpretation of 
the Old Testament of the Christian Bible. Through their devotion to a perverse understanding of 
scripture, society now has strict gender, racial, and sexual roles and regulations that mirror yet 
dwarfs those of Puritan America. Society has developed to a state where the utmost hate and 
bigotry is disguised as piety. Although religion is a staple of society, people living in Gilead are 
never seen attending church or any other religious event not held by the state.     
 

Religious Tolerance and Relationships:   
 Gilead’s relationship and history with Christianity is one not many of the nation’s leaders 
are open about, given that the government tries to appear to have similar beliefs with the 
religion.   Many Christian churches denounce the Sons of Jacob and in doing so are quickly and 
systematically demolished. Christian denominations, including Quakers, Baptists, and Roman 
Catholics, are specifically named as enemies of the Sons of Jacob.  
 Nuns refusing conversion are considered Unwomen and banished to the Colonies due to 
their refusal or inability  to marry and bear children. Priests found guilty of teaching scripture 
other than that of the Sons of Jacob and refuse to convert are executed and hanged from the wall. 
Individual denominations have history of rebelling against the government. There have been 
many failed uprisings amongst Baptist groups across the American South and the state has a 
particular hatred for Quakers due to their actions against the state. The order has gone 
underground since the founding of the Republic and run several escape routes as well as a 
complex black market. 
 Gilead portrays a sense of respect towards Judaism. Officially, Jews are named 
exceptions and classified as Sons of Jacob. Jews unwilling to convert are given the option to 
return to Israel and most do. However, unknown to the public, many of the privatized ships 
dump Jews into the sea to maximize profits. Jews caught practicing who refuse to convert or 
“return to Israel” are executed. 
  Possession of any other sacred texts, including the Quran, are strictly forbidden and 
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possession of these texts or caught practicing banned religions are punishable by death.  Women 
and female children are exempt from execution, or “salvaging”. Fertile women will immediately 
become Handmaids, infertile women will be sent to the colonies and labeled Unwomen and sent 
to the colonies. Female children will be placed in an orphanage specialized in the reeducation of 
youths and will have their fate decided when old enough to determine fertility and therefore use 
to society.  
 Enemies of the State due to “ungodliness” are all punishable by death or exile to the 
Colonies. This includes: political activists who deny the divinity of the Sons of Jacob, doctors 
who are seen as trying to intervene in God’s divine plan, religious traitors, the LGBTQ 
communtiy ( known as Gender Traitors), and intellectuals such as professors and researchers 
who try to devalue God’s divine word. Non Secular books are banned to the general public and 
only approved books are taught in schools . 
 

Societal Roles – Women 
 Women in Gilead are separated into categories that represent their societal standing and 
function.  
 
Wives  

Wives are the top social level permitted to women, achieved by marriage to higher-
ranking officers. Wives always wear blue dresses and cloaks to invoke the Virgin Mary. When a 
Commander dies, his Wife becomes a Widow and must dress in black. Daughters of 
commanders and wives wear white until their arranged marriage. They are often married off 
while still in their teens.  

 
Handmaids + Unwomen  
 Fertile women whose social function is to bear children for infertile Wives are called 
Handmaids. They are women of proven fertility who have broken the law in some way, 
including both gender crimes such as lesbianism; and religious crimes, such as adultery 
(redefined to include sexual relationships with divorced partners since divorce is no longer 
legal). Handmaids are assigned to Commanders and live in their houses. When unassigned, they 
live at training centers. Handmaids who successfully bear children continue to live at their 
commander's house until their children are weaned, at which point they are sent to a new 
assignment. Those who do produce children, however, will never be declared "Unwomen" or 
sent to the Colonies, even if they never have another baby. Handmaids dress in ankle-length red 
dresses, white caps, and heavy boots. When in public, they wear heavy white bonnets, which 
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they call "wings" because the sides stick out, blocking their peripheral vision and shielding their 
faces from view.  
 
Aunts  
 Aunts are trainers of the Handmaids. They dress in brown. Aunts promote the role of 
Handmaid as an honorable way for a sinful woman to redeem herself. They also police the 
Handmaids, beating some and ordering the maiming of others. The aunts have an unusual 
amount of autonomy, compared to other women of Gilead. They are the only class of women 
permitted to read.  
 
Marthas 
 Marthas are older infertile women who have domestic skills and are compliant, making 
them suitable as servants. They dress in green smocks.  
 
Econowives 
 Econowives may be fertile but do not become Handmaids as they have not committed a 
crime. They are women married to men of lower-rank, not members of the elite. They are 
expected to perform all the female functions: domestic duties, companionship, and child-bearing. 
Their dress is multicoloured red, blue, and green to reflect these multiple roles, and is made of 
notably cheaper material.  
 
Jezebels  
 Women forced to become prostitutes and entertainers, available only to the Commanders 
and to their guests are Jezebels. They have been sterilized, a surgery that is forbidden to other 
women. They operate in unofficial but state-sanctioned brothels, unknown to most women. 
Jezebels can wear make-up, drink alcohol and socialize with men, but are tightly controlled by 
the Aunts. When they pass their sexual prime and/or their looks fade, they are discarded either by 
execution or exile to the Colonies. 
 
Relationships Between Women 
 Due to the division of labor, the different social groups of women have begun to have 
resentment towards each other. Handmaids are seen as promiscuous by the other groups, Wives 
see themselves as superior and righteous, and are seen as ridiculous and arrogant. There are also 
two kinds of women who are shunned by society and are not seen as legitimate women. Sterile 
women, the unmarried, some widows, feminists, lesbians, nuns, and politically dissident women 
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become Unwomen. They are all women who are incapable of social integration within the 
Republic's strict gender divisions. This includes Handmaids who fail to bear a child after three 
two-year assignments. They are exiled to the colonies.  
 

Societal Roles – Men 
Men in Gilead are also divided based on societal functions.  
 
Commanders of the Faithful 

Commanders of the Faithful, or simply Commanders, are the ruling class. Because of 
their status, they are entitled to establish a patriarchal household with a Wife, a Handmaid if 
necessary, Marthas and Guardians. They have a duty to procreate, but many may be infertile, as a 
possible result of exposure to a biological agent in pre-Gilead times. They wear black to signify 
superiority.  
 
 Eyes and Angels  
 Notable ranks in the military include Eyes and Angels. Eyes are the secret police, and 
Angels are soldiers who fight in the wars. Angels may be permitted to marry. Soldiers "used for 
routine policing and other menial functions" are called Guardians. They are unsuitable for other 
work in the republic being "stupid or older or disabled or very young, apart from the ones that 
are Eyes incognito." Young Guardians may be promoted to Angels when they come of age. They 
wear green uniforms. 
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Specialized Considerations 
for the Committee:  
The Colonies 
 The nuclear wastelands known in Gilead as “the Colonies” are the lasting result of the 
Great War. The nuclear war with what is now Oceania devastated most of the desert regions of 
Gilead: the states formerly known as New Mexico, Nevada, and Arizona are now completely 
uninhabitable.   
 Another region that suffered major nuclear fallout is the region formerly known as 
Greenland, which is known as the Colony with the most difficult conditions, and sinners with the 
most grievous crimes are sent there, infamously to never survive for over a year.  
 These areas of nuclear waste are the main reasons for the inability of women to have 
children in Gilead and a major source of environmental degradation.  
 The Colonies are where Gilead citizens are sent as punishment for crimes that do not 
warrant a death sentence. Alleged criminals and prisoners are sent to the Colonies to clear the 
nuclear waste in an attempt to make the land habitable and fertile once more as seen fit by the 
government. The vast majority of people forcibly exiled to the Colonies are women: gender 
traitors, infertile women, and Handmaids who have failed to conceive at all three of their two-
year posts.  
 The conditions at the Colonies are brutal. Many of the women fall ill and die due to the 
smoke that permeates the region and the hard labor. Food and supplies are limited, and those in 
charge are known to abuse their power and worsen the harsh conditions the women are subjected 
to. 
 The majority of the women who have been sent to the Colonies are lower- class women 
who have led hard lives. When Handmaids, and on rare occasion, the Commanders’ Wives are 
sent to the Colonies, they face discrimination and taunting from the other women, who accuse 
them of having led “pampered lives”, and attempt to make their time at the Colonies miserable. 
Most Handmaids and Commanders’ Wives have trouble adjusting to life in the Colonies, and do 
not last long there. The dead bodies are dumped in mass graves in the Colonies. 
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Gilead’s Armed Forces 
 As The Republic of Gilead is in it of itself a militaristic society, essentially all working 
men are considered to be a member of the military. About 35% of the Gilead population holds a 
position in one of the military branches. That is to say, not all of those individuals are soldiers. 
The military encompases all men who work towards the goal of protection, be that by any 
definition of the word their respective branch/department so chooses to adopt. 
 

Overt Military Branch 
Guardians of the Faith 
 Guardians of the Faith, more commonly known as just Guardians, are the lowest ranking 
members of the Gilead’s traditional military branch. They do, however, have some privileges 
over ordinary men. Guardians are often young men who are just beginning to work their way up 
the ranks of Gileadean society. They are often placed on road blocks or outside gates. Guardians 
assigned to a particular Commander often serve them as chauffeurs, driving them from place to 
place. They also do odd-jobs around the house, helping Wives garden and so on. They can also 
act as escorts for Wives when they venture out in public, and as bodyguards for pregnant 
Handmaids. Therefore, it isn't uncommon for Guardians to be privy to the secrets of 
Commanders and their Wives. Guardians have also been used as foot soldiers in the Republic of 
Gilead's fight against the rebel resistance back in the 2000’s. Most Guardians are single, as they 
do not earn the privilege of a Wife until they achieve the rank of Angel. However, Guardians can 
be issued an Econowife by the Gilead government. 
 
Angels 
 Angels are the true soldiers of Gilead’s traditional military branch. They are considered 
one of the highest ranking classes in the Republic, second only really to Commanders. Angels 
fight Gilead's wars and protect the country's borders. They also guard the Rachel and Leah 
Center, the school for Handmaids. Angels were the ones who appear en masse on the streets of 
old America to ruthlessly enforce Gilead's laws after the Sons of Jacob suspended and eliminated 
the United States Constitution. Angels are rewarded for their loyalty and devout belief in Gilead 
with their high status privileges such as being allowed a Wife. Some Angels are even permitted 
to have a Handmaid, though this usually only happens after they served Gilead well for several 
years. Guardians who serve well are eventually promoted to the rank of Angel, and so there are 
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some Angels who are young men, though the majority are well into their thirties and forties. 
Angels are seen as heroes in Gilead, defending the citizens and their way of life, and bringing the 
“wrath of God” onto the nation's enemies. However, Angels and Guardians alike have committed 
numerous atrocities and crimes against humanity by killing innocent and unarmed civilians that 
the Gilead regime has deemed "un-Godly", "traitors", "worthless" or "gender traitors". 

Commanders of the Faithful 
 Commanders of the Faithful, or simply Commanders, are the highest ranking overt 
members of Gileadean society. They are the politicians, lawmakers, and generals of the 
militaristic society that is Gilead. Commanders are permitted to marry, though because most of 
them are older men, many already have Wives from their days as an Angel. They are also 
allowed the “privilege” of having a Handmaid assigned to them. Commanders are usually 
wealthy and live comfortable lives, served by Guardians and Marthas. However, they are 
watched by the Eyes and Archangels like every other citizen. They can have their privileges 
revoked, or even face imprisonment or execution if found guilty of subversion. 

Covert Military Branches 
Eyes of God  

The Eyes of God, or just the Eyes, are Gilead's secret police, responsible for maintaining 
law and order and rooting out infidels and traitors. Anyone could be an Eye for it is not 
necessarily a set social class. Eyes could be anyone and anywhere (Handmaid, Martha, 
Guardian) so members of Gilead society live in constant fear of being found a traitor by an Eye. 
While many eyes are “undercover”, there are a few men who are exclusively Eyes. They drive 
around in black vans with tinted windows and winged eyes painted on the sides. It is said you 
wouldn’t know who one is until it’s too late. You would then be taken in the night and replaced 
with someone else to fill your role and name. This goes to show citizens how irrelevant they are 
to the greater picture, and it is this fact that keeps them obedient. Although this branch is made 
up of predominantly men, it is possible for some women to function as spies and informants. In 
addition to monitoring and spying upon the general populace, Eyes also make arrests and 
interrogate suspects. Torture and blackmail are not uncommon methods used by Eyes to get the 
answers they want. 
 
Archangels  

Prior to the Isolation Treaty of 2000 and the attempted Mayday coup, the use of 
technology and technological advancements in Gilead were condemned from government and 
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society. However, Gilead’s government has come to realize that if they were to completely 
abandon the idea of furthering their knowledge of technology, when the time of isolationist 
policy came to an end, they would be hundreds of years behind their Oceanian and 
Mediterranean counterparts, inhibiting their ability to establish a strong standing as a nation in 
the new world. A new covert branch of the military was thus created. Members of this military 
technology branch are known as Archangels. Upon being appointed, Archangels adopt the name 
of one of the biblical archangels: Michael, Raphael, Gabriel, Jophiel, Ariel, Azrael, or Chamuel. 
There are only seven members of this branch at a time and they essentially serve for the duration 
of their life. Archangels are covert so, much like eyes, they often pose as Commanders in order 
to hide their true identity. Not only are they in charge of furthering Gilead’s military technology, 
they are in charge of surveillance and communication for the entire Republic. For this reason 
Archangels often know (and have some control over) everything that occurs in Gilead, making 
them the highest ranking members of society and government. While nuclear bases have been 
unused for the past 200 years, Gilead currently still has access to NORAD, which is overseen by 
the Archangels.  
 

Economy 
The Gilead economy is almost entirely controlled by the government, and the citizens are 

for the most part unaware of the state of their nation’s economy. Citizens do not deal in currency, 
but rather in coupons that translate into rations that they then trade for food, cloth, and other 
supplies. Within the 200-year isolation pact, Gilead has not had any trade with foreign nations, 
and as such almost all internal trade is controlled by the government. Since regular citizens do 
not have access to any money in the form of currency, everything by default is controlled by the 
government, who permanently maintain the position that the economy is doing very well 
financially. The government performs financial operations through the gold standard, measured 
in ounces. Rumours have spread that as of now, the government has one million ounces of gold 
in their reserves.  

The Commanders generally refrain from discussing such matters with their Wives, and as 
such, the only people in the households of the Commanders’ families that can glean information 
about the state of the economy, other than the Commanders themselves, are the Handmaids, who 
do all the shopping. Handmaids are generally able to ascertain Gilead’s economic state by the 
items available to them in stores. For example, if oranges are in stock, this tells Handmaids that 
the ongoing conflict in the southernmost colony (formerly known as Florida) is going well. As 
Gilead is a militaristic society, nearly 40% of Gilead’s population is in the Colonies –– nuclear 
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wastelands as a result of the Great War –– and the majority of the people there are barren women 
or “Unwomen”. 

The Gilead economy is primarily composed of agriculture and weapons manufacturing. 
However, due to the nuclear waste, most of which has been lain on agricultural lands, citizens 
have noticed that food, particularly variety in food, is becoming increasingly scarce, although 
they still have no idea about what the state of Gilead’s agricultural industry really is. 

Almost all services are owned and controlled by the government. Health services for 
Handmaids, Commanders, Eyes, and Guardians in particular, are provided entirely by the 
government, while those for other citizens are included in the rations given to them. One notable 
exception is Gilead’s brothels, which house the Jezebels and are frequented by the Commanders, 
as they are secretly funded by the Commanders using government resources.  

Gilead has an active black market, controlled and run by Quakers. Here, those with the 
financial means can obtain items from Before that are now banned, including cigarettes and 
books. However, there are hardly any regulations or government pressure regarding the activities 
of the black market, as even the upper classes indulge in the banned goods, and so the 
government generally turns a blind eye. Commanders’ Wives are known to indulge in cigarettes 
and books, and the Commanders themselves are known to purchase items like alcohol and 
lingerie for their Handmaids. The Commanders’ Wives also utilize the black market network for 
access to technology for in-vitro fertilization (IVF) as a way to get their Handmaids pregnant 
without the knowledge of their Commanders. As IVF is banned in Gilead (see more in the 
Technology section), the black market is currently the sole provider of the technology. The black 
market also provides birth control and abortions for the Jezebels, again funded by the 
Commanders using government resources. The Eyes are well aware of the activities of the black 
market, but have an unspoken agreement with it in that neither party bothers the other, and both 
parties benefit from the mutual existence of a black market.  
 

Technology 
Use of technology by any civilian is strictly forbidden as it is seen as idolatry of the 

manmade. It is however, seen as acceptable for the government to use for the purpose of 
“ensuring the safety of the populace” as well as nightly “review and prayer”. During this time a 
system within the homes of citizens projects a brief news cast as well as guides a single prayer. 
Because of this projection, as well as their almost omnipresent surveillance of civilians, those in 
charge of technology and its advancements are referred to as Archangels, or Arcs for short. 
Archangels are also put incharge of monitoring and controlling all technology and technological 
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access in the Republic which includes monitoring for illegal use by civilians and often work 
alongside and hold authority over Eyes. Due to this monitoring, Archangels often know 
everything that occurs in the Republic and make them one of the highest ranking members of 
society and the government. Often once appointed, Archangels are renamed after one of the 
Archangels from the bible (Michael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel). Although all technology is 
forbidden for the masses, there are certain technological advancements which are seen as 
particularly heinous. IVF and abortion are strictly prohibited and are punishable by deal due to 
its interference with God’s will. This, however, has not stopped the Quaker-run black markets as 
they continue to aide Handmaids, often with the approval and help of Wives, with IVF at high 
rates. These black markets also provide birth control and abortions for Jezebels.  


