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Welcome Letter 

First of all, we’d like to start off by welcoming you to EmpireMUNC V! We are incredibly 

excited to see what you all accomplish in your time during conference. The Iranian Cabinet will 

be a challenging and engaging committee that will be full of excitement and creativity for 

delegates to work with. We encourage delegates to read up on Iranian history prior to conference 

and keep up with Middle Eastern Politics as a whole over the next few months. 

  

My name is Areesha Irfan and I will be your Crisis Director for EmpireMUNC V. I am a rising 

senior in the College of Arts and Sciences pursuing a double major in Politics and Middle 

Eastern and Islamic Studies with a language concentration Farsi. I am a proud Pakistani 

American and as such, have traveled to the Middle East on multiple occasions. Over my time at 

NYU I have served on Secretariat for our college conference, Directorate for EmpireMUNC, 

Head Delegate of our competitive travel team, which is Top 10 in North America, as well as a 

Crisis Director multiple times for different conferences. As you can see, I do far too much MUN. 

  

Model UN has been a huge part of my academic career and I have been competing since my 

Freshman year from high school. Iranian politics and history are personal interests of mine and I 

look forward to seeing what you all do with the resources you are given. Please do not hesitate to 

reach out to me in the days leading up to the conference with any questions regarding our 

committee. 

  

Your Chair for the Iranian Cabinet is Muhammad Ahmad Saeed who is a rising sophomore 

majoring in Economics and Computer Science. Saeed has enough experience under his belt to 

ensure that all of you enjoy the debate and have fun in the committee room. Having been part of 

the NYU Model United Nations Club, he has worked on several events in a short span of time 

and is a part of the upcoming generation of the NYUMUN team. He has a keen interest in the 

Middle East and its affairs having debated on related matters throughout his high school in 

Pakistan and has attended several conferences in China, India and Japan before landing in NYU. 

We hope that you enjoy the conference as much as you enjoy the city and go back with 

memories and new friends. 

 

Muhammad Ahmad Saeed 

Chair 

The Iranian Cabinet 

chair.iran.empiremuncv@gmail.com 

Areesha Irfan 

Crisis Director 

The Iranian Cabinet 

cd.iran.empiremuncv@gmail.com
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Historical Background 

The history of Iran is the history of a diverse empire. Bordering the Caspian Sea, the Persian 

Gulf, and the Gulf of Oman, Iran has clashed with hegemonic powers since its origins as the 

Ancient Persian Empire. Known as the “first Historical people,” led by Cyrus the Great, the 

Persian people created the largest empire by population percentages in human history with an 

impressive 44% of the world’s population. At its height, The Achaemenid Empire’s borders 

extended from Modern Day Pakistan to Greece and Egypt. The capital city of Persis extended its 

centralized rule through the Balkans and Western Asia by building roads and forming local 

centralized governments ran by satraps, or local governors. During this time, many 

advancements in culture and science were formed, such as the adoption of the Aramaic language 

and the creation of Zoroastrianism, one of the first monotheistic religions. Religious toleration 

was a crucial and a remarkable aspect of Persian culture that helped integrate people of any 

pantheon, and it was King Cyrus the Great who released the Jews from captivity and focused on 

restoring ancient religious architecture. At this time Persia was immensely diverse, containing 

Egyptian, Berber, Aramean, and ethnically Persian citizens that all contributed to the arts and 

sciences. 

  

The Achaemenid Empire lasted 200 years and ended in 330 B.C. with the cruel yet devastatingly 

unfocused rule of its final King, King Xerxes. After a momentous defeat of Persian ruler, Darius 

III, Alexander the Great ushered in Greek art, philosophy, and the very language that 

revolutionized Persian diplomacy and ideas. After centuries of clashing with the Greeks, 

Romans, and the Byzantines, Persia was reborn as the Sassanid Empire. Its Shah, a title since 

bestowed onto the ruler of Iran, Ardashir I sought to reform the region through economic 

empowerment and a restructuring of the military. His conquest led to Persian influence on 

European and Asian art, a restoration of Persia Achaemenid borders but came at the cost of 

Persia weakened by the Eastern Romans. 

  

Throughout its history, Persia had sought to conquer the oceans which laid at its borders and 

extend its influence into Eastern Europe and Western Asia. All that had changed with the 

inception of Islam, and in 633 the newly formed Islamic crusaders rushed into Persia from the 

South, paving the way for the Umayyad Caliphate. Now conquered by the Islamic Caliphate, 

Persians found themselves converting from Zoroastrianism to Islam, and Iran’s Persian glory 

was swept aside. The demographics of Iran changed dramatically, as Arabic people adopted 

Persian customs and integrated into all aspects of society. Persia even adopted the Arabic 

language at the end of the 7th century, and Al-Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf would force Persians to adopt the 

language due to a dislike of the remnants of Persian culture. Through a taxation system, the 

Muslim Arab community flourished economically and encouraged ethnic Persians to convert to 

Islam. Persia’s geography was the main contributor to Islam’s “Golden Age”, as the crossroads 
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between East and West meant an exchange of ideas and trade that heavily rivaled Western 

Europe. Many of Islam’s best scholars and poets lived somewhere in the boundaries of modern-

day Iran, and Islam spread throughout all of Eastern Europe, North Africa, and Western Asia on 

ancient Persian roads. 

  

The turning point for Ethnic Persians and those who refused to convert to Islam came in 750 

when the Umayyad Caliphate was overthrown by the Abbasid. The capital was moved from 

Damascus to Levant (Iraq) and the empire was dramatically more inclusive of the various 

ethnicities and religions it now housed. Ironically, this period of tolerance and racial diversity led 

to an increased adoption of Islam, with an increase of the Muslim population by 40% to almost 

100% by the end of the 11th century. Movements were propped up such as Shu'ubiyya that 

promoted racial and religious equality, citing a desire to restore Persian history and culture with 

an emphasis on Islam. 

  

Iran was then invaded and ruled by various Empires and armies over the coming centuries, most 

notably the Seljuq Turks, Christian Crusaders, the Mongols, and the Timurids. Each empire can 

be paid tribute to for its influence on Persian, culture, art, literature, and language. Iran’s 

demographics, customs, and borders shifted dramatically from the ending of the Middle Ages up 

to the 1500’s, when the Safavid Empire ushered Persia’s entrance into the Modern Age. The 

empire established Shi’a Islam as the official religion of Persia, a crucial moment in Persian 

history that set it on the course against Sunni Islam. Under Shah Abbas, the Great, Iraq and the 

caucuses were recaptured from The Ottoman Turks and Persia established trade relations with 

Western Europe, a move that proved to be more negative than positive. In 1722, Persia was 

perceived as a weak and overspread empire that its northern neighbor, Russia, aimed to conquer. 

Iran was divided and ruled by the Russians and the Ottoman Turks. 

  

What commenced in the following century was a series of large migrations of Caucasian 

Muhajirs comprised of Ayrums, Transcaucasian Muslims, and Shia Lezgins that began flowing 

into mainland Iran. Even exiled Christians from Georgia and Armenians fled the Russian 

encroachment to find peace in Iran. After the Great Persian Famine of 1870-1871, the renewed 

heterogeneous population of Iran called for the deposition of the Shah appointed by other 

empires and the new Constitution Republic. The first Majlis, or parliament, was appointed by 

Nasser-e-Din in order to hold on to power. The government proved too weak to handle the 

diplomatic games being played by Russia and Great Britain over its newly discovered oil 

reserves, and Reza Khan rose among the people. In 1921 a military coup led by Khan deposed 

those in power, and in 1925 Reza Khan became the first shah of the Pahlavi dynasty.  

  

Before the start of WWII, Iran, under the rule of Reza Shah against whom a coup was planned by 

the Iranian Government with the help of Germany. Due to the outcome of the war, this plan 
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could never materialize, and Iran had officially remained neutral through the war.1 During the 

war, the Allied forces used the Persian Corridor to supply resources to the frontline and the 

region was left with a lot of Socialists towards the end whereby there were small pro USSR 

revolts in the northern regions of Iran. At the end of the war, Reza Shah was deposed and his 

son, Muhammad Reza Shah was appointed as the new Monarch by the occupation (Allied) 

forces which has taken control of the country during the war. 

  

Iran was ruled as an Autocracy under the Shah whose policies were unorthodox to say the least. 

In 1951, Prime Minister Mohammad Mossadegh, after political turmoil involving the 

nationalization of British-owned oil industry, sent the Shah into a brief exile.2 The Shah was seen 

as a progressive supporter of the West. With the help of the CIA and MI6, a successful coup was 

staged which saw Mossadeq in house arrest. Consequently, in the following years, Iran went 

through the reforms such as the Baghdad Pact which brought the country closer to the top powers 

in the West. However, Iran’s White revolution, despite making the country an economical giant 

due to its progressive attitude with the west in comparison with its neighbors, was not largely 

respected by its own nationals who were aching for a more religion-orientated state. 

  

A massive event in the history was soon to take place as support for Ruhollah Khomeini began to 

rise in 1963 after he gave a speech denouncing the Shah.3 Many riots, subsequently took place 

after Khomeini was arrested. Shortly after this, due to the declining support for the the regime, 

the revolt gained strength and soon the revolution was in full swing. The approximate timing of 

this event is considered to be around January 1978. 

  

In the start of the year 1977, the Shah’s secular policy was in full flow and opponents of the 

regime had started to gather in secret and had made underground organizations which were 

scattered all over the country. 

 

The events were set in motion after Mostafa Khomeini died in 1977. Iraqi media and the secret 

police protecting the Shah, SAVAK, had claimed that the death was due to a heart attack. 

Despite the fact that Khomeini had remained quiet on the matter of his son’s death, there were 

widespread protests around the country calling for justice. The common opinion was that the 

Khomeini family was being targeted for their opposition to the Shah. Ruhullah Khomeini was a 

very well-respected Shi’a cleric who had a huge following nationwide. The death of his son was 

enough to bring most Irani’s who were already annoyed at the White Revolution movement of 

the Shah out on the streets to protest. They protested not only for justice, but for the replacement 

of leadership and for more Islamic laws rather than a switch of traditions which was making the 

                                                
1 “Iran to 1939.” Iran in World War Two, www.changingthetimes.net/resources/iran_in_world_war_two.htm.  
2 “Shah Flees Iran.” History.com, A&E Television Networks, www.history.com/this-day-in-history/shah-flees-iran. 
3 “The Iranian Revolution.” World History Timeline, www.fsmitha.com/h2/ch29ir.html. 
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country too liberal for most conventional Muslims.

 
Fig.1 Thousands came to the streets to protest against the Shah 

On February 16, the protests heated up as cinemas featuring American films and stores selling 

western products were set ablaze. The protests were shaped in the form of a mourning and call 

for justice for Mostafa Khomeini4. Soon afterwards, on March 30th, demonstrations were held 

across Iran including Tehran. Deadly riots broke out in the months of April and May as the 

police clashed with the civilians resulting in some injuries and deaths which only incited the 

fighting. The conflict led to the death of one of the students of Ayatullah Shariatmadari after 

commandos open-fired on his house. Shariatmadari, being one of the prominent figures of the 

rebellion was able to gather even more support after this incident. Things were looking abysmal 

for the Shah and all of his decisions were back-firing. He tried making several concessions and a 

temporary Prime Minister was elected as well in order to stop the ongoing protests. Khomeini 

and his followers at this time had the upper hand and continued to pressure the Shah and after a 

period of Marshal Law and violence in every street in Iran, the Pahlavi Dynasty was finally 

defeated when in February on 1979, the Supreme Court of Iran declared itself neutral on the 

ongoing dispute which meant that most of the forces under the influence of the country gave up 

arms against the protesters effectively making way for Khomeini and his party to come into 

power. 

  

By the end of the protests and a one-sided referendum, Rohullah Khomeini’s Islamic Republic of 

Iran was in place. The Shah exiled with all of his support gone with him. The referendum 

                                                
4 Ozalp, Mehmet. “World Politics Explainer: the Iranian Revolution.” The Conversation, The Conversation, 23 Sept. 

2018, theconversation.com/world-politics-explainer-the-iranian-revolution-100453. 
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brought a change of policy and a change of lifestyle in Iran which became increasingly 

dependent on Islamic laws and legislation. 

  

Khomeini’s Iran considered the West and the United States one of its biggest enemies since the 

former Shah was admitted into a hospital for cancer treatment. It was around this time that 

Ruhullah Khomeini preached an anti-American propaganda and labeled America as ‘The Great 

Satan’.This lead to one of the most infamous events in modern history: The Iranian Hostage 

Situation. Fifty-two Americans working at the US Embassy in Iran were held hostage for some 

four hundred and forty days during which Iran faced several sanctions and from all around the 

world since this was a major transgression by Iran according most experts in the West5. Most of 

the captives have gone on record to say that they were mistreated and were mocked daily. Some 

captives needed medical assistance which was never provided to them, but despite all the 

tension, none of the hostages were killed. Thousands of Iranians gathered in support of Ruhullah 

actions. President Carter however, had seen a huge decline in his following as people believed he 

handled the situation very poorly which cost him a second term in office. This was the point 

from where the relations between the US and Iran never improved6. 

  

Khomeini’s government was so orthodox that it launched a Fatwa against British national 

Salman Rushdie in 1989 for his blasphemous book called the Satanic Verses inviting all sorts of 

problems in the form of declining relations with the West. Iran, under Khomeini, was not 

concerned about its political and economic ties7. It was only focused on following and upholding 

the teachings of Islam. That was the entire life and blood of the Iran Khomeini had envisioned. 

At his deathbed, Khomeini had appointed a 25-member council to choose the next leaders of the 

country. Soon afterwards, these new leaders brought about changes that were beneficial for Iran 

diplomatically and economically as Presidents Hashemi Rafsanjani and Mohammad Khatami 

improved relations with the local neighbors including Saudi Arabia and Pakistan and signed 

quite a few trade agreements with the west as well. President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, following 

the 2005 election once again took a hardline stance as Khomeini and mended his policies 

accordingly. 

  

Soon after this, another big incident on the horizon was what was happening in Iraq. Saddam 

Hussein had his eyes set on Iran for a while. The biggest point of contention between the two 

states was the area of Khuzestan which was rich in oil resources. The entire disordered created 

by the hostage event was the perfect opportunity for Saddam Hussein and Iraq who were able to 

create a lot of difficulties for the Irani military on the borders of the Shatt Al Arab River. The 

                                                
5 “Iran Hostage Crisis Fast Facts.” CNN, Cable News Network, 21 Oct. 2017, 

www.cnn.com/2013/09/15/world/meast/iran-hostage-crisis-fast-facts/index.html. 
6 Deutsche Welle. “Consequences of 1979 Hostage Crisis Still Influencing US-Iran Relations | DW | 04.11.2009.” 

DW.COM, www.dw.com/en/consequences-of-1979-hostage-crisis-still-influencing-us-iran-relations/a-4859884. 
7 “Timeline of Iran's Foreign Relations.” The Women's Movement | The Iran Primer, 

iranprimer.usip.org/resource/timeline-irans-foreign-relations. 
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Iraqi forces were able to gain control of the city of Khurram Shahr but were only able to advance 

about a hundred kilometers into Irani territory. In 1982, the Iranians first countered the Iraqis 

back to Iran’s Kārūn River and then recaptured Khorramshahr. In November, Iraq purposefully 

withdrew its militia from all captured Iranian land and began seeking an agreement with Iran.  

 

The leadership of Ruhollah Khomeini, on the other hand, bore a strong personal animosity 

toward Saddam and therefore Iran remained persistent in its retaliation which led to a proxy war 

starting within the two states to topple the regimes from within.  After the initial skirmishes, all 

out conflict broke out between the two countries which were divided not only in sect, but in 

foreign policy as well.  Iraq was backed by many of the western states including France, 

Germany, Brazil and the US. What really caused destruction, however, was the use of chemical 

weapons by Saddam Hussein's forces that killed several thousand Iranians. A peace treaty was 

finally signed between the two countries through the involvement of the United Nations. 

Ruhullah had to reluctantly accept this peace. 

  

The total number of soldiers on each side is unclear; but both countries’ armies and militias were 

fully mobilized, and the states had announced over the radios that they were in a state of war. 

The death toll was enormous, but no close approximation can be made. Estimates of total 

casualties range from 1,000,000 to 2,500,000. Due to the use of chemical warfare, Iran suffered 

devastating casualties. It is estimated that 100,000 Kurds were killed during the conflict. 

From 19 July 1988 onwards, the government of Iran started systematically killing many 

prisoners that were affiliated with the Mujahidin (those who had supported Iraq or were Iraqi) 

and those who were considered as enemies of the state. The estimate of the number of 

individuals who are considered to have died in Iranian prisons during this time frame varies from 

1,400 to 30,000. 

  

Since the rise of Islam, many conflicts have occurred between Iraqis and Iranians. In spite of 

this, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein’s public statements indicate that the war began over a 

territorial dispute, which quite literally laid between the two countries8; who would control the 

Shatt-al Arab waterway9 that divided them? 

 

Shortly after the Iranian Revolution, foreign powers began supporting the Iraqi government, 

hoping to prevent Iran’s regional influence from spreading. Iraq was subsequently supplied with 

arms, intelligence, and funding from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, France, the United Arab Emirates, 

the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union, and the United States.10 Though these powers knew that 

                                                
8 Gause, F. G. 2002. “Iraq's decisions to go to war, 1980 and 1990.” The Middle East Journal 56, no. 1: 47-70. 

http://search.proquest.com/docview/218520697?accountid=8289. 
9 Hardy, Roger. “Middle East | The Iran-Iraq War: 25 Years On.” BBC, 22 Sept. 2005, 

.news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4260420.stm. 
10 “How the International Community's ‘Blind-Eye’ Towards the Iran-Iraq War Paved the Way for  

Violence and Conflict in the Region.” Small Wars Journal,  

http://search.proquest.com/docview/218520697?accountid=8289
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/middle_east/4260420.stm
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Iraq could be a dangerous entity, they felt that Saddam Hussein was more moderate than 

Ayatollah Khomeini. Iran only managed to garner aid from Syria and North Korea. 

 

In 1983, upon Iraq’s first deployments of chemical weaponry, the United Nations investigated, 

but neither punished Iraq nor inhibited their use chemical weapons. At no point in the eight-year 

span did any of these countries attempt to step in and mediate an end to the war.11 

 

In war’s eight years, approximately 500,000 Iraqis and over 750,000 Iranians were killed.12 

 

Post-passage of Resolution 598, the Soviet Union began to warm up to Iran. As the two 

developed political and economic ties, the Soviet military shared nuclear technology with 

Tehran.  

 

In 1988, Iraq deployed chemical weapons against, Halabja, a small Kurdish village, effectively 

committing a genocide against the Kurds.13 

By 1990, Iraq was $37 billion in debt to its Gulf creditors. Saddam Hussein called on the United 

Arab Emirates and Kuwait to waive the debt, arguing that the loans should be considered 

payments for protecting the Arabian Peninsula from Iranian expansionism.14 The Gulf states’ 

refusal to cancel Iraq’s war debts contributed to Saddam Hussein’s decision to make threats 

against Iraq’s economically strong and militarily weak neighbor, Kuwait. Shortly thereafter, Iraq 

invaded Kuwait and the Gulf War (1989-1992) began.15 

  

While Iraq was preoccupied with its conquest in Kuwait, In August 1990, Iraq and Iran restored 

diplomatic ties, and Iraq agreed to Iranian conditions and the disputed lands around the Shatt Al 

Arab River were handed over by the Iraqi forces in addition to the return of prisoners from both 

countries. 

  

The tension between the US and Iran created a lot of problems for Iran economically. The US 

being a strong ally and economic trade partner of many surrounding countries of Iran resulted in 

Iran to lose some of its biggest importers. In 1995, the US imposed Oil trade sanctions on Iran 

claiming that Iran sponsor terrorism in the Middle East. Iran declined all charges but saw its 

                                                                                                                                                       
smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/how-the-international-community%E2%80%99s-%E2%80 %9Cblind-

eye%E2%80%9D-towards-the-iran-iraq-war-paved-the-way-for-v. 
11 Fredman, Zach. 2012. "Shoring Up Iraq, 1983 to 1990: Washington and the Chemical Weapons  

Controversy." Diplomacy & Statecraft 23, no. 3: 533-554. Academic Search Premier, EBSCOhost. 
12 Kurzman, Charles. 2013. “Death tolls of the Iran-Iraq War.” University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 

http://kurzman.unc.edu/death-tolls-of-the-iran-iraq-war/. 
13 Russell, Richard L. 2005. “Iraq's Chemical Weapons Legacy: What Others Might Learn from  

Saddam.” The Middle East Journal 59, no. 2: 187-208.  

http://search.proquest.com/docview/218569569?accountid=8289. 
14 “The Lessons of Modern War, Volume II, Chapter 2.” Center for Strategic and International Studies, 

csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/legacy_files/files/media/csis/pubs/9005lessonsiraniraqii-chap02.pdf. 
15 U.S. Department of State, history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/gulf-war. 

http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/how-the-international-community%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%0A%9Cblind-eye%E2%80%9D-towards-the-iran-iraq-war-paved-the-way-for-v
http://smallwarsjournal.com/jrnl/art/how-the-international-community%E2%80%99s-%E2%80%0A%9Cblind-eye%E2%80%9D-towards-the-iran-iraq-war-paved-the-way-for-v
http://kurzman.unc.edu/death-tolls-of-the-iran-iraq-war/
http://search.proquest.com/docview/218569569?accountid=8289
http://csis-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/s3fs-public/legacy_files/files/media/csis/pubs/9005lessonsiraniraqii-chap02.pdf
http://history.state.gov/milestones/1989-1992/gulf-war
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currency value decline massively in the global market. Additionally, diplomatic ties were weak 

with the West at this time as Iran deployed thousands of troops on Afghan border after the 

Afghanistan-based terrorist organization, Taliban, claimed to have killed several Iranian 

diplomats and a journalist. 

  

There has always been tension between the reformists and conservatives in Iran who were often 

at conflict. In 1999, students at the Tehran University demanded the ban of the reformist 

newspaper called Salam. On the other hand, the liberals won the Majlis Elections for the first 

time against the conservatives. This not only meant that most conservatives leaders disappeared 

from the political scene for a while, but also meant that it was very likely for Khatami to be re-

elected in the upcoming elections. After a new Press Law was passed by the Supreme Court, 

however, 16 publications of the reformist newspapers were banned. There is. A theory that the 

reformist planned for this to happen to gain an advantage on another more important front. 

  

President Bush, in 2002, called Iran, Iraq and North Korea the “Axis of Evil” after stating that 

these countries were working on the development of long-range missiles which could result in 

thousands of deaths and the US could not afford to let Iran continue this because of the poor 

relations between the two. The speech by president Bush angered millions of Iranian, 

conservatives and reformists alike who condemned the US. It was around this time that the 

International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA) started looking into Iran. The UN-affiliated 

watchdog gave Iran several weeks to account all of it nuclear development and prove that it is 

not developing nuclear warheads against the Non-Proliferation Treaty. However, since the IAEA 

could not initially present any solid evidence, it was declared that Iran was in line with the NPT. 

However, in 2005, Iran declared that it was enriching Uranium in its nuclear facilities. This news 

created a huge panic in the West and the IAEA came into action again. Iran claimed that it was 

using its Uranium resources for energy production and not for weapon development. Iran 

however, signed a deal with the EU to discontinue the Uranium facilities. Once, Mahmoud 

Ahmadinejad became president in 2005, the IAEA found out that Iran was not following through 

on its agreement as the nuclear facility in Natanz was still operational. Once the IAEA decided 

that Iran could not be stopped from Uranium enrichment through diplomatic talks, the case was 

referred to the UN security council. A resolution was passed in the council which meant that Iran 

was now under severe economic sanctions. The loss of Oil trade was a crippling blow for the 

Economy. Despite the pressure, Iran vowed to continue its nuclear program and most Iranians 

were extremely passionate about this cause. There were protests against the US all over Iran who 

were claiming that the West only wanted to destroy Iran’s economy to gain control over its oil 

resources in the future as the military intervention of Iraq had happened not so long ago. IAEA 

believed that Iran was hiding its true nuclear potential and claimed that there were several off-

the-radar enrichment facilities. A report by the watchdog committee claimed that Iran could 

develop a nuclear Warhead within six to eight years if it chose to. 
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Due to the intense tension that the recent report, Iran was offered several compensations and 

incentives. These offers included the release of political prisoners, ending of the sanctions, trade 

agreements and funding. Iran on the other hand was claiming one thing after another as it said 

that it had developed missile technology capable of striking Israel. When the EU and the US 

received not response from Iran, an informal deadline was set for Iran to close down its facilities 

or face further sanctions. Iran-US relations took a dramatic turn for a brief time when Iran 

President, Ahmadinejad congratulated president Obama for his win in the elections and new talks 

were held over the nuclear issue and Iran agreed to allow an inspection of its enrichment 

facilities by IAEA officials. After the elections, Iran carried out several missile tests which made 

it clear the US and Israeli gulf-region bases were now in striking distance of Iran. Several 

propositions were made to make Iran agree to either stop its nuclear facilities or have the IAEA 

monitor the facilities. These offers were made with a new addition this time as several EU 

countries offered that Iran could enrich its Uranium in facilities abroad so that the development 

could be monitored to ease nerves. However, this proposal was turned down and led to Iran and 

the West close to going into all out conflict as the West condemned Iran for terrorism and Iran 

retaliated by vowing to not just continue its production but vowed to make ten new nuclear 

plants. 

  

The 2009 elections created a rift among the top leadership in Iran as former Prime Minister 

Hossein Mousavi claimed that the elections were rigged in favor of Ahmadinejad. President 

Ahmadinejad had gained a lot of opposition by this time as his name was commonly associated 

with human rights violation and the use of force to impose policies. Both parties saw each other 

protesting one another in the months to come as reformists on Mousavi’s side came out to the 

streets. The government officials issued several arrest warrants and used force at other times to 

control the intensity of the protests. Due to the violent turn of events, Mousavi and his supported 

altered the shape of their protests and resorted to more peaceful demonstrations. This new 

campaign was referred to as the Iranian Green Movement. The color Green was supposed to 

represent peace and many Iranians, including members of the national football team wore green 

wrist bands to show their unity against the regime. After the Arab Spring had seen revolutions 

take place in Egypt and Tunisia, the supporters of the Green Movement called for 

demonstrations. This was an unplanned move by the leaders of the reformists as the government 

responded by house arresting several leaders of the movement and taking Mousavi and his wife 

into custody as well. The Green Movement slowed down after that and eventually, President 

Rouhani came into power in the 2013 elections and his views were considered centrist which 

pleased many liberals who had long resented president Ahmadinejad. 
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In September 2005, the UN’s International Atomic Energy Association (IAEA), found that Iran’s 

nuclear development was not compliant with the 1967 Nonproliferation Treaty (NPT)16 and 1974 

IAEA Safeguards Agreement. 

  

In April 2007, the EU froze assets related to Iran’s nuclear and ballistic-missile programs.17 Less 

than four years later, in October 2010, the EU strengthened these sanctions, blocking European 

institutions from transacting with Iranian banks and restricting investment in the country’s 

energy and transport sectors. 
18  

During the 2011 fiscal year, the EU became the single largest purveyor of Iranian oil, purchasing 

600,000 barrels per day (bpd). 

  

In an attempt to further isolate Iran, on January 23, 2012, the Council of the European Union 

reported concerns about the developments in and purposes of Iran’s nuclear program.19 In the 

same report, the EU announced an oil embargo against Tehran, additionally banning shipping 

insurance and freezing more assets connected to Iran’s central bank. 

The 2009 Iranian Presidential election had erupted into pro-Democracy protests and gruesome 

government responses to their participants; Iran’s security forces killed dozens of anti-

government protesters and arbitrarily arrested -- and in some cases tortured -- thousands of 

peaceful demonstrators.20 

 

The 2013 elections were quite different. They began as usual, with the Guardian Council, a 

powerful group of six clergymen and six jurists, vetting registered candidates.21 This all might 

seem noble, but the Council’s role turns away some Iranian voters, who believe that since the 

Guardian Council is so closely allied with Supreme Leader Khamenei, they merely execute his 

wishes. 

  

Upon implementation of the knockout-European & -American sanctions, in June 2013, the 

people of Iran elected a new leader, Hassan Rouhani. Rouhani was seen as a moderate reformist, 

wishing to reshape relations with the Western world.22 He secured an absolute majority of the 

                                                
16 “Implementation of the NPT Safeguards Agreement in the Islamic Republic of Iran.” International Atomic 

Energy Agency, 24 Sept. 2005. 
17 “No. 423/2007 Concerning Restrictive Measures Against Iran.” Council of the European Union, 20 Apr. 2007. 
18 “No. 961/2010 Restrictive Measures Against Iran and Repealing Regulation (EC) No 423/2007.” Council of the 

European Union, 27 Oct. 2010. 
19 “Council Conclusions on Iran.” Council of the European Union, 23 Jan. 2012. 
20 “Iran: Threats to Free, Fair Elections.” Human Rights Watch, 24 May 2013, www.hrw.org/news/2013/05/24/iran-

threats-free-fair-elections. 
21 Dehghan, Saeed Kamali. “Iranian Presidential Elections 2013: The Essential Guide.” The Guardian, 13 May 

2013,  

www.theguardian.com/world/2013/may/13/iranian-presidential-election-2013-iran. 
22 Sherrill, Clifton W. “Why Hassan Rouhani Won Iran's 2013 Presidential Election.” Middle East Policy Council, 

2013, www.mepc.org/why-hassan-rouhani-won-irans-2013-presidential-election. 

http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/05/24/iran-threats-free-fair-elections
http://www.hrw.org/news/2013/05/24/iran-threats-free-fair-elections
http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/may/13/iranian-presidential-election-2013-iran
http://www.mepc.org/why-hassan-rouhani-won-irans-2013-presidential-election
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votes -- more than three times the total of the other five candidates -- to win the election without 

a runoff. 

  

In May 2017, Rouhani had secured a second term as President of the Islamic Republic of Iran. 

As previously mentioned, the EU enacted sanctions against Iran in April 2007. Six months later, 

President George W. Bush of the United States signed his Congress’ sanctions against Tehran 

into law.23 Bush firmly believed that the only way for Iran to halt its nuclear developments was 

to apply extreme external pressure, effectively salting the wound that Europe’s sanctions were 

making. 

  

Once Rouhani settled into his Presidency, President Barack Obama joined his fellow leaders of 

China, Russia, France, Germany, the United Kingdom, (EU+3 or E+3) the EU, and Iran to agree 

to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) on July 14, 2015. On this day, Iran began 

granting the UN Security Council and the IAEA transparency to the past and present days of its 

nuclear program. The monstrous, three-armed sanctions, courtesy of the EU, US, and UN, each 

have specific requirements to be lifted, as outlined in the deal.24 

 

On May 8, 2018, President Donald Trump swiftly erased American involvement from the 

JCPOA.25 Hoping to keep the agreement afloat, European powers sought to help Iranian industry 

flourish with their support. Europe began countering the new American policy through a 

“Blocking Statute,” which originated in the 1990s, when EU states countered US sanctions on 

Cuba, Iran, and Libya. The Statute prohibits European companies from complying with 

American directives and allows them to recover damages. The Statute could also null American 

federal courts’ rulings on European companies. 

  

As the United States holds an internationally-controversial position on the JCPOA, President 

Trump has floated the idea of creating a new agreement.26 

 

While the EU attempts to diplomatically corral the United States, their potential use of the 

Blocking Statute wanes in the distance.27 Enforcement of said countermeasures is a risk that 

                                                
23 Abramowitz, Michael, and Robin Wright. “Iran Sanctions Are Meant to Prevent War, Bush Aides Say.” The 

Washington Post, WP Company, 26 Oct. 2007, www.washingtonpost.com/wp-

dyn/content/article/2007/10/25/AR2007102502606.html. 
24 Laub, Zachary. “International Sanctions on Iran.” Council on Foreign Relations, Council on Foreign Relations, 15 

July 2015, www.cfr.org/backgrounder/international-sanctions-iran. 
25 Lucey, Catherine, and Josh Lederman. “Trump Leaving 'Horrible' Iran Nuclear Accord.” Chicago Tribune, 8 May 

2018, www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/politics/ct-iran-nuclear-deal-20180508-story.html. 
26 Morin, Rebecca, et al. “Trump Says U.S. Ready to Make 'Real Deal' with Iran.” POLITICO, 24 July 2018, 

www.politico.com/story/2018/07/24/trump-iran-deal-737313. 
27 DiChristopher, Tom. “Europe Requests Exemptions from Trump's Iran Sanctions.” CNBC, CNBC, 7 June 2018, 

www.cnbc.com/2018/06/07/europe-requests-exemptions-from-trumps-iran-sanctions-for- eu-industry.html. 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/25/AR2007102502606.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2007/10/25/AR2007102502606.html
http://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/international-sanctions-iran
http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/politics/ct-iran-nuclear-deal-20180508-story.html
http://www.politico.com/story/2018/07/24/trump-iran-deal-737313
http://www.cnbc.com/2018/06/07/europe-requests-exemptions-from-trumps-iran-sanctions-for-%0Aeu-industry.html
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Europe may not be willing to take.28 Violation of America’s new Iran policy could leave these 

Western powers in financial flames.29 

  

Theresa May, PM of the United Kingdom, told President Trump that even after American 

withdrawal, the UK is still “firmly committed” to the JCPOA.30 

  

Canadian PM Justin Trudeau has also publicly reaffirmed the importance of the JCPOA, as 

Canada restores diplomacy with Iran.31 

Iran’s Political Structure 

 
 

 

                                                
28 “EU Countermeasures against US Sanctions on Iran May Fail.” Middle East Monitor, Middle  

East Monitor, 25 July 2018, www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180725-eu-countermeasures-against-us-sanctions-on-

iran-may-fail/. 
29 Peel, Michael. “EU Struggles to Counter US Sanctions on Iran.” Financial Times, Financial Times, 25 July 2018, 

www.ft.com/content/b77539fa-8c00-11e8-bf9e-8771d5404543. 
30 Coulter, Martin. “May Tells Trump She Remains 'Firmly Committed' to Iran Nuclear Deal.” Evening Standard, 

12 May 2018, www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/theresa-may-tells-donald-trump-she-is-firmly-committ ed-to-iran-

nuclear-deal-after-us-withdrawal-a3837171.html. 
31 Lehman, Ed. “Canada and Trump’s Decision to Withdraw from the Iran Nuclear Deal.” Centre for Research on 

Globalization, 23 May 2018, www.globalresearch.ca/canada-and-trumps-decision-to-withdraw-from-the-iran-

nuclear-deal/5641487. 

http://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180725-eu-countermeasures-against-us-sanctions-on-ira%0An-may-fail/
http://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20180725-eu-countermeasures-against-us-sanctions-on-ira%0An-may-fail/
http://www.ft.com/content/b77539fa-8c00-11e8-bf9e-8771d5404543
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/theresa-may-tells-donald-trump-she-is-firmly-committ%0Aed-to-iran-nuclear-deal-after-us-withdrawal-a3837171.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/theresa-may-tells-donald-trump-she-is-firmly-committ%0Aed-to-iran-nuclear-deal-after-us-withdrawal-a3837171.html
http://www.globalresearch.ca/canada-and-trumps-decision-to-withdraw-from-the-iran-nuclear-%0Adeal/5641487
http://www.globalresearch.ca/canada-and-trumps-decision-to-withdraw-from-the-iran-nuclear-%0Adeal/5641487
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Fig 2. Overview of the political system 

The Iranian government is headed by a Supreme Leader who is appointed by the Assembly of 

Experts, who also have the power to remove the Leader if they find him incapable of carrying 

out his duties. The Supreme Leader controls many aspects of the Iranian judiciary, including the 

power to appoint the head of the judiciary, six of the members of the powerful Guardian Council, 

the commanders of all the armed forces, Friday prayer leaders and the head of radio and TV. He 

also confirms the president's election. The Leader is chosen by the clerics who make up the 

Assembly of Experts. 

 

Under the Supreme Leader serves the President, who is to be democratically elected in 

nationwide elections. The President serves four-year terms and is limited to serving two 

consecutive terms. All Presidential candidates must be vetted and approved by the Guardian 

Council, who are appointed by the Supreme Leader. The President appoints a cabinet, who are 

approved by the Parliament. 

  

The Guardian Council is responsible for approving bills passed by the parliament and has the 

power to veto them, should they contradict Islamic law. The council also approves and vets 

candidates for other positions of office including parliament and Assembly of Experts. The 

Council is currently controlled by conservative clerics. 

  

290 members of Parliament are elected by popular vote every four years. They create and pass 

laws and are able to impeach various leaders within government. 

  

There are two main political movements in Iran that encompass most of the 250 political parties; 

the reformists and the principalists, also known as the conservatives. The reformists support a 

government that include more freedom and democracy. This faction developed out of Khatami’s 

candidacy and eventual election to the presidency. It is made up of Islamic leftists who had 

previously been disqualified from running for office by the Guardian Council. They do not 

support total clerical rule. The Principalists, on the other hand, are the right-wing hardliners who 

support the preservation of the ideological principles of the Islamic Revolution. They advocate 

for clerical rule. Mohammad Ahmadinejad is a conservative president, while the current 

president, Rouhani, identifies as a moderate. The government, however, is controlled by 

conservatives.  

Domestic Politics and Culture 

Iran, formally the Islamic Republic of Iran, is a Shia majority Islamic country. Aside from 

religious similarities, Iran is incredibly different from its Arab neighbors, the most prominent 

example being its native language. The national language of Iran is Farsi, or Persian, which can 

be traced back to the Sasanian Empire. Iranian script appears quite similar to Arabic script and 
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shares many of its sounds and vowels. Just as the Persian language comes from the ancient 

Persian Empire, the terms, “Persian” and “Iranian” mean different things. Many Iranians can 

trace their lineage back to Persia, while a smaller majority of Iranians identify as Kurdish and 

come from Turkic peoples who were unified under the Persian Empire. While the terms are used 

interchangeably, a Persian identity refers to a more cultural one, while an Iranian identity is more 

nationalistic. Consequently, many Iranians who fled revolutionary Iran identify as Persian, rather 

than Iranian (Johnson 2018). 

  

Following the 1979 Revolution, Islam not only ruled Iranian spiritual life, but it amassed the 

entire country, swallowing government laws and practices, education systems, dress codes, and 

economic behaviors. All aspects of life in the country were and continue to be controlled by 

Sharia law. Dress codes for women include loose head scarves as well as long and loose clothing 

which covers the arms, legs, chest, and torso.  According to a Gallup poll, 41% of respondents 

indicated that religion was more important to them than family, while 41% said that an enriched 

spiritual life was more important than a comfortable economic life, compared with 14% who said 

the opposite (Gallup, Inc 2002). 

  

Iran’s political system operates as a theocracy, with a Supreme Leader, Khamenei, who is a 

religious scholar of Islamic law. Islam forms the backbone of Iran’s political system and all laws 

and legislation branch from Islamic teachings and clerical rulings (Religion and Politics in Iran). 

However, 66% of Iranian feel that Sharia Law should be one source of legislation rather than the 

only source (Gallup, Inc 2007), illustrating the misalignment between Iran’s rulers and its 

people. Iran is openly anti-West and anti-Israel. These aggressive behaviors coupled with an 

advanced nuclear development program and failure to reach a nuclear agreement has strained its 

relationship with the United States and other international unions. The country’s covert 

operations continued despite several agreements to reduce activity. As a result, sanctions have 

been placed by the US, EU, and UN on oil, arms, and other industries, which have had crippling 

effects on Iran’s economy. President Trump infamously pulled out of Obama’s Iran Nuclear 

Deal, citing lack of faith in Iran’s promise to limit its nuclear activity (Landler 2018). 

  

Iran’s most infamous president, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, ruled from 2005-2013. His second 

election to the presidency was plagued with accusations of corruption and election meddling. 

However, his first four years appeared promising. Iran’s economy saw stable growth, but his 

policy of subsidies and price controls soon backfired and economists, as well as other leaders, 

began to criticize his economic policies. His foreign policies also threatened the country as 

capital flight became a threat.32 Ahmadinejad’s government had the largest budget deficit since 

the revolution. In an effort to increase Iran’s population of 70 million, Ahmadinejad urged 

                                                
32 Rafizadeh, Dr. Majid. “Iran's Divided Domestic Politics -- Hardliners Reassert Leadership.” The Huffington Post, 

TheHuffingtonPost.com, 7 Dec. 2017, www.huffingtonpost.com/majid-rafizadeh/irans-divided-domestic-

po_b_8577650.html. 
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citizens to marry earlier and have more children, despite increasing unemployment. He does not 

support Western stances on human rights, claiming that no homosexuals exist in Iran, and has 

also worsened treatment of detainees. He also claims that AIDS is a fictitious weapon created by 

the West to weaken poor countries. As a Holocaust denier, he openly declared his desire for an 

end to the State of Israel, which he claims is ruled by racism (Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc 

2018). 

  

Iran’s current president, President Rouhani, is focusing his presidency on reducing the wealth 

gap by increasing the purchasing power of Iranians through subsidies, which he hopes will spur 

economic expansion in the long-run. He is an advocate of women’s rights, appointing four 

women to his cabinet and developing a women’s ministry. However, his rule has shown 599 

executions during his first 14 months in power, even more than Ahmadinejad. Illustrating his 

identity as a moderate and reformist, he was the first Iranian leader to meet with any leader of the 

UK or US since the Islamic Revolution.33 He supports President Assad of Syria and claims that it 

is the responsibility of the Syrian people to resolve the country’s blood-shedding war 

(Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc 2018).  

Economic and Trade Relationships 

Iran has a mixed economy, it combines both free market and planned economies, with about 

60% of the overall economy being centrally planned. While mixed, the government relies more 

on statist policies than free market. Currently it is undergoing economic reform through the sixth 

five-year development plan, instated in 2016 and running until 2021. The development plan 

includes goals such as an annual economic growth rate of 8 percent, reforming of the financial 

and banking sector, and reallocation of oil revenues among certain government priorities during 

the five years. Part of this reform includes an adjustment of subsidies on what the government 

decides are staples, particularly petroleum, water, electricity, and bread. Previously indirect 

subsidies have been replaced by direct cash transfers to households. The second part of this plan 

is focusing these subsidies on lower income households, and as a result, total expenditures have 

declined about 3% of the GDP.34 

          

As of 2017, the gross domestic product of Iran was 439.5 billion USD, growing 3.5 percent from 

2016 and having grown 12.5% in 2016, just after the five-year development plan was instituted, 

ranking 100th in the world in annual growth rates. This growth is in contrast to the -1.3% decline 

in 2015. The GDP per capita in 2017 was 20,000, up from 19,600 in 2016.35 Part of the reason 

                                                
33 “The Nuclear Agreement and Contemporary Iranian Domestic Politics.” Russia's Energy Goals in Syria - The 

Washington Institute for Near East Policy, www.washingtoninstitute.org/fikraforum/view/the-nuclear-agreement-

and-contemporary-iranian-domestic-politics. 
34 "Iran Overview." World Bank. April 1, 2018. http://www.worldbank.org/en/country/iran/overview.  
35 "The World Factbook: IRAN." Central Intelligence Agency. July 12, 2018. 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ir.html. 
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for the quick rise in 2016 was due to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) or the 

Iran Nuclear deal, by which it is more commonly known, which sparked an increase in oil 

production, but in 2017 this production plateaued resulting in a decline in GDP growth. 

  

The Iranian economy, while multifaceted, is primarily dependent on the export of crude and 

refined oil and natural gas, although it also includes important agricultural, industrial, and service 

sectors. It ranks second in the world in natural gas reserves and fourth in crude oil reserves, 

making this export not only vital to the economic stability of Iran but to all of its trade 

relationships. Crude petroleum represents about 63.3% of all annual exports from Iran, with the 

next highest export being Ethylene Polymers, at 5.96%. This sector is supported by foreign 

investment. 

  

Iran’s major trading partner, representing 33% of exports and 30% of imports, is China. Non-oil 

trade between Iran and China totaled 28.28 billion USD. Oil is the main commodity exported to 

China, but others include methanol, iron ore, ethylene glycol, liquefied propane and gas 

condensate.36 Following China in major trade is India, to which Iran exports about 7.51 billion 

USD worth of commodities making up 18% of total exports. Again, the primary commodity is 

crude oil, for which Iran is India’s third major supplier, following Iraq and Saudi Arabia. 

Currently this relationship is subject to change, however after US President Trump's campaign to 

“isolate Iran” which is encouraging India to essentially cut off oil imports from the country. The 

decision made by this Indian government in this matter will not only potentially affect the 

Iranian economy, but it could cut off important middle eastern trade routes and permanently 

damage Iran’s relationship with the country.37 Iran’s third and fourth most important trade 

relationships are with South Korea (10% of exports) and Japan (6.9%). Major importers to Iran 

other than China include the United Arab Emirates, Turkey, South Korea, and Germany. 

Imported commodities are wide ranging, but in recent years cars and vehicle parts, representing 

5.9% and 2.8% of imports, respectively, have taken the lead.38 

  

Because of President Trump’s 2018 withdrawal from the Iran Nuclear deal, the future of the 

Iranian economy depends on many factors, primarily whether the other countries involved can 

patch the deal without US support. This deal allowed Iran to sell its crude oil and natural gas 

resources on the international market, which may be affected depending on what is decided, as 

US allies may be hesitant to be in what could be construed as open defiance. Many Iranian 

citizens, however, state that they have not seen the economic benefits of the deal on a domestic 

level anyways, but still had hoped that this connection to the west would boost international trade 

relationships all around. Despite this, Iran still has high unemployment and inflation rates, 

                                                
36 "China Remains Iran's Top Trade Partner." Financial Tribune. April 14, 2018. 

https://financialtribune.com/articles/economy-domestic-economy/84584/china-remains-iran-s-top-trade-partner 
37 Haidar, Suhasini. "What Is India-Iran Oil Trade All About?" The Hindu. July 07, 2018. 

https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/what-is-india-iran-oil-trade-all-about/article24361006.ece. 
38  "Iran." The Observatory of Economic Complexity. MIT. https://atlas.media.mit.edu/en/profile/country/irn/. 
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neither of which were improved by the deal, but are unlikely to improve now that the US has 

withdrawn.39 

  

Foreign Policy 
Iran has remained a political wildcard in the sphere of international relations. During the Iranian 

Revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini and other revolutionary figures preceding the regime change, 

cemented the revolution on hatred of the western world. This focus on the “Westoxification” of 

Iran resulted in fractured relations between the United States and Iran. Tensions left over after 

the Mossadegh coup d’état became building blocks in the revolutionary ideology that allowed for 

the rise of Ayatollah Khomeini. This period of change forever changed Iran’s foreign policy and 

relationships following the Iranian Revolution. Iran is a unique player in the Middle East. As the 

only predominantly Shiite nation in the Islamic World, it has a unique identity compared to its 

peers. 

 

In the years following the revolution Iran became a refuge for persecuted Shi’ites in the Muslim 

World. Volunteers from the Arab World flocked to training centers in large cities like Tehran, 

Qom, and Shiraz. The Iranian government supported efforts by Shi’ite individuals to rebel in 

Sunni states, such as the 1981 coup attempt in Bahrain, as well as the bombing of embassies in 

Kuwait in 1983. 

 

Iran’s foreign policy is set by the Supreme National Security Council (SNSC, which is led by Ali 

Larijani, who also is Iran’s top negotiator on nuclear issues. The SNSC is made up of members 

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Intelligence, and the Interior, in addition to military leaders. 

This setup was formed after the Iranian Revolution in 1979. Iran’s foreign policy was influenced 

heavily by the period of the Iran-Iraq War. The Iranian parliament also has significant influence 

over International relations. the Majlis can approve or reject treaties and agreements by popular 

vote. 

 

Iran has a strong relationship with International Organizations like the Organization of Islamic 

Cooperation (OIC) and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC). However, Iran has been the subject 

of significant critique at the hands of the United Nations due to its strong stance against Israel, as 

well as it’s noncompliance with the globally accepted nuclear norm. 

                                                
39 Arouzi, Ali, and Saphora Smith. "Iranians Fret about the Future after Trump Exits Nuclear Deal." 

NBCNews.com. May 10, 2018. https://www.euronews.com/2018/05/10/iranians-fear-future-after-trump-exits-

iran-nuclear-deal-n872931 
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Policy by Nation 

United States 

As of 2018, Iran and the United States do not have a formal diplomatic relationship. Iran is 

decidedly anti-American, and this has led largely to the strained relationship between the United 

States and Iran. Many of the clerical leaders of the 1979 Revolution, including Ayatollah 

Khomeini, peddled an aggressive anti - American stance. Many experts believe these strong anti 

- American sentiments can be traced by to the US’s backing of the Mossadegh coup and 

reinstatement of Reza Shah Pahlavi. The United States was one of the Shah’s closest allies and 

gave almost 1.5 billion in aid over the course of his 10-year rule. In addition to this, US military 

officials led the training of the first class of SAVAK, Iranian intelligence, officials. In 1957, the 

US created the Iranian nuclear program by providing them with their first nuclear reactor, fuel, 

and weapons grade enriched uranium. This aid was a part of the Atoms for Peace program, 

which was pioneered by the United States. During the Carter administration, President Carter 

became a strong supporter of human rights in foreign policy. In 1978, Carter essentially forced 

the Iranian government to provide limited free speech to its opposition, which ended up being 

one of the main reasons for the success of the 1979 revolution. This naive decision was partially 

a result of lack of transparency between the two nations in the two years following up to the 

revolution. The Carter administration thought that the Iranian government was an “island of 

stability.” 

  

Following the revolution, the US and Iran failed to restore relations, as Ayatollah Khomeini 

despised the United States and many of his intellectual Predecessors had warned him of the 

“Westoxification” of the Iranian state. During the Iran-Iraq war, the United States played both 

sides and adopted an economic and military containment policy on both nations. President 

Reagan Implemented sanctions against the Iranian government and eventually restored 

diplomatic relations with Saddam Hussein. The Reagan administration even sold anthrax, as well 

as chemicals to the Iraqi government. 

  

The Iranian Hostage Crisis is one of the most important events within foreign relations with the 

US. In 1979 a group of Students took over the American embassy in Tehran and took 52 

Americans hostage for over one year. The United States made an attempt to rescue in 1980, but 

this was a failed mission that resulted in 8 American deaths. The hostages were released 

following the signing of the Algiers Accords. This crisis resulted in severed diplomatic ties that 

have never been fixed. Both Pakistan and Switzerland have served as protecting powers for this 

fractured relationship. 

  

Iranian support of Hezbollah resulted in further fractured ties. In April of 1983, Hezbollah 

bombed a United States Embassy and also bombed peacekeeping barracks in Lebanon, all of 
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which resulted in many American deaths. However, in the 1980s the Reagan administration 

attempted to sell arms to Iran to improve relations with the nation. However, the NSC then 

diverted the profit to Contra rebels in Nicaragua, which led to widespread scandal in the press. 

Documents related to these sales were destroyed in an attempt to cover up a Congressional 

investigation regarding the administration’s violation of the Boland Amendment. 

  

The United States proceeded to launch an attack against Iran in 1988 as a means of retaliation for 

mining in the Persian Gulf. This was a widespread American naval attack that led to two 

coordinated strikes that “neutralized” the Sassan and Sirri oil platforms. Iran later sued the US, 

but the case was dismissed. 

  

The Bush Administration refused to make goodwill gestures toward the Iranian government and 

the Secretary of Defense, Robert Gates, strongly urged President Bush not to give Iran any 

concessions. His stance led to a hardline stance against Iran that was maintained for the entirety 

of George H.W. Bush’s Presidency. President Clinton’s administration only continued this stance 

by imposing an embargo on Iran in 1995. This was strengthened by the Iran-Libya Sanctions act, 

that strong armed other nations to follow suit. While the European Union refused to follow suit, 

it was still moderately successful. Following 9/11, the Iranian government briefly worked with 

the US in Afghani operations to overthrow the Taliban. Qasem Soleimani alongside the Quds 

forces aided in the overthrow of Herat.  This was a unique step of cooperation that was quickly 

overturned. In 2002, President Bush gave the famous “Axis of evil” speech, which grouped Iran 

with North Korea and Iraq as nations that committed terrorism against the United States. This 

speech undid any and all progress that the nations made together. 

  

This rocky relationship was only further exacerbated in 2003, when the United States alleged 

that Iran had a program to develop WMD’s. While Iran has maintained that its program is only 

geared towards nuclear power, the United States has rallied other western nations regarding 

deterring any further nuclear advancement in Iran. Over the past 15 years, it is alleged that the 

US has carried various covert operations on Iranian soil, all such claims have been denied by the 

US government. Iran’s strong opposition to Israel has caused the US significant pain, as the two 

nations are very close. 

  

President Ahmadinejad’s term from August 2005 to August 2013 significantly hurt he US-

Iranian relationship. Ahmadinejad is a holocaust denier, conspiracy theorist, and has made very 

controversial statements on multiple occasions. 

          

During the Obama Administration, the United States attempted to formulate the Iranian Nuclear 

Deal, alongside other P5 nations. The deal was eventually signed and was followed by a Security 

Council resolution that was a show of good faith regarding Iran’s “peaceful nuclear program.” 

However, these positive strides were quickly reversed by President Trump in 2018 when he 
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withdrew from the deal, which was responded to with great distress by the Iranian people and led 

to chants in the Majlis saying “death to America.” The US - Iranian relationship remains strained 

in this Presidency. 

  

Saudi Arabia 

Following the attack of the Saudi Embassy in Iran in 2016, the two nations of Iran and Saudi 

Arabia do not have diplomatic relations. The two nations have had a strained relationship, as 

they represent opposite sides of both Islam and geo-political grabs for power in the region. Their 

clashes over energy policy have led to lack of stability within their international relationship, as 

they differ greatly in their energy policy. This instability began after the 1979 Iranian 

Revolution. 

  

Following the Revolution, the interim government attempted to ostracize any country not in line 

with their new ideology as western puppets. The two nations have almost opposite political and 

religious ideologies as Saudi Arabia is a strong Sunni Wahabi state, while Iran is the only 

majority Shi’ite state in the region. Saudi officials and clerics fear the Iranian government’s 

attempts at exporting their ideology across the region. Their relationship has fluctuated based on 

power grabs made by both nations over the course of the past 4 decades. Iran’s support of Bashar 

Al - Assad greatly fractured their relationship during the Syrian Civil War and their relationship 

has failed to improve greatly since then. 

 

While Iran and Saudi Arabia have been on the same side for many regional issues, their 

unwillingness to trust each other, as well as their desires for regional soft power has led to 

continued issues in their relationship Saudi Arabia and the United States both have accused Iran 

of multiple terrorist attacks on Saudi soil, including the Khobar Towers bombing in 1996. 

  

The Saudi execution of multiple Shiite clerics including Nimr al-Nimr greatly hurt the two 

nations relationship. Protestors demonstrated in Tehran and eventually attacked the Saudi 

Embassy in Tehran. While this was not state sanctioned, it demonstrated the outrage of the 

Iranian people against the Saudi government. Religious tensions were only further riled up by the 

2016 Ban of Hajj by the Iranian government. Following multiple allegations by the Iranian 

government of Saudi incompetence, the government chose to ban its people entirely from this 

religious pilgrimage. 

China 

China and Iran have a relatively new relationship, as they did not have a formal diplomatic 

relationship until after the 1979 revolution, but both nations have maintained a close relationship 

due to mutual interests. China has not been secretive about their attempts to connect with other 
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anti-western nations. China turned to Iran in the 1990s for oil, as they attempted to wean off their 

usage of coal. Over the course of 30 years, China has imported 270 million tons of natural gas, 

which has earned Iran $70 billion in profit. This strong trade relationship has been critical in 

Iran’s economic survival during times of sanctions and war. During the cold war, Iran and China 

continued to have a strong trade relationship, much to the dismay of the United States. The two 

nations have also aided each other militarily, as China has provided Iran help with weapons 

development. 

  

In the 1980s, China greatly aided Iran’s nuclear program and provided both research and 

supplies to build up their nuclear program. While the IAEA was not a fan of this relationship, the 

international community wasn’t able to do anything about this. The US has attempted to fight 

this relation through sanctions, but has not been able to make a dent in this crucial relationship. 

Israel 

Israel and Iran have no formal diplomatic relations. Iran has been a large critic of Israel for their 

actions towards the Palestinian people and as such, Iranian leaders have showed outward 

aggression towards Israel. While the two nations had a cordial relationship during the Pahlavi 

dynasty, the 1979 revolution greatly changed this. Persian Jews were largely pushed out of the 

nation following persecution and this carried out in Iran’s policies against Israel. President 

Ahmadinejad was even a holocaust denier, which demonstrated how unlikely cooperation 

between the two nations was. Iran has blamed Israel for assassinations of Iranian nuclear 

scientists, these claims were further supported during WikiLeaks when documents corroborating 

these allegations, as well as allegations of US attacks on Iranian facilities in cooperation with 

Kurdish fighters. Iranian support of Hezbollah has only further hurt this non - existent 

relationship. 

Military 

The Iranian military is one of the most powerful forces in the middle east, and it ranks 13th in the 

world based on potential for war-making, manpower, geography, and finance, among other 

factors.40 It is broken up into three branches: The Islamic Republic of Iran Army, Islamic 

Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), and the Basij Resistance Force, totaling about 545,000 

active personnel. It outnumbers all other Persian Gulf armies, but is somewhat disadvantaged by 

inferior equipment and internal competition between factions.41 As of 2017, the defense budget 

of Iran was $7 billion USD, at 2.10% of the GDP. This is relatively low in comparison to 
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neighboring countries, with Saudi Arabia’s budget at $30 billion USD and the United Arab 

Emirates at $15 billion USD.42 

  

The Islamic Republic of Iran Army, or the Artesh, is the conventional military force, comprised 

of an army, air force, and navy. They are mainly responsible for the defense of borders and 

maintaining domestic order. The IRGC numbers significantly fewer men than the Artesh. It was 

established in 1979 in conjunction with the Islamic Revolution, out of a concern by revolution 

leaders than the established army would not be loyal to them. Initially, it fell to them to enforce 

Islamic codes and morality, but their responsibilities have broadened to border defense, national 

security, and law enforcement. The main distinction between the IRGC and the Artesh is that the 

IRGC tend to take on non-traditional forms of defense and more unusual missions. The Basij was 

an important part of the Iran-Iraq war as a part of many of the frontline attacks, but since the end 

of the war their importance has decreased. 

  

The Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988) created some significant disadvantages for the Iranian Military. 

It drove down levels of equipment and increased internal disorganization. In one engagement, 

the US military destroyed a significant part of Iran’s navy, and so since the end of the war there 

has been a major focus on rebuilding the navy among other elements.43 Iran’s major military 

threats include the United States, Israel, and Sunni Arab States near the Gulf. Compared to these 

powers, Iran is financially unequal and disadvantaged in terms of military technology due to a 40 

year-long arms embargo by the US as well as arms restrictions by the UN beginning in 2006.44 

Its financial problems are rooted in a somewhat unstable economy, influenced by past wars, 

government policies, and damaging US sanctions. 

  

These disadvantages have forced Iran to focus on self-reliance and rebuilding and expansion of 

the military, made more difficult by financial instability. Reallocation of resources and cuts in 

spending have helped to maintain the military, however, along with decisions to selectively 

enhance certain elements of the military in the 1990s. They chose to focus on naval forces, 

missiles, and non-conventional, or chemical, biological, and nuclear weapons. Since 1989, 

military spending has increased substantially, as the economy improved after the war.45 One 

major strategy that the military employs is that of “forward defense” led by the IRGC. This 

involves the use of allies within the region to force enemies away from Iranian soil. The use of 

short and medium range ballistic missiles capable of hitting nearby enemies such as Israel and 
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US military bases in the region is another major strategy. Iran’s largest advantage, however, is its 

influence on the world economy due to its oil reserves. In the event of conflict, they plan to shut 

down the flow of oil, which would significantly damage the world economy, but this tactic is 

seen as a last resort. 

Censorship 

In the wake of the 1979 Revolution, Ayatollah Khomeini banned pop music from airing on both 

radio and television broadcasting to prevent it from “corrupting” Iran’s youth.46 

  

In 1993, Iran became the second country in the Middle East to log on the Internet, leaving the 

West to believe that the Islamic Republic would become more open to the world.47 

  

In 2005, the Ministry of Information & Communication Technology floated the idea of creating 

a national internet. After three years of development, in 2016, the National Information Network 

(NIN, Iranian intranet, National internet) was launched by Iran’s Supreme Council of 

Cyberspace.48 Authorities market the NIN as being “faster” and “cheaper” than conventional 

internet service providers (ISPs); that’s completely true. Internet access and usage have 

expanded throughout the country, but the state-sponsored NIN also allows the government to 

more effectively censor content deemed inappropriate.49 

  

Having campaigned in favor of Internet freedom, President Rouhani has blocked some efforts to 

ban messaging apps and media sites, but largely fails to protect said freedom. Rouhani’s attempts 

to improve Western relations will continue to fall short if the Iranian government continues to 

stall change in its citizens’ freedoms of expression. 

Print Media 

Since inception, the Nashravaran Journalistic Institute had censored domestic and international 

print publications in Iran. 

  

In 2013, social entrepreneurs at Nogaam, an online publishing startup in Iran, began making 

waves and sprinting past government censorship. Nogaam’s books are crowdfunded until the 
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author is paid, at which point novels are released for free download. Its editor, Azadah Iravani, 

said that “online publishers are giving people a new choice” to market their works, whereas the 

governmental oversight of print publications limited the reach of potentially controversial 

material.50 

  

In 2015, Ayatollah Khomeini visited the Tehran International Book Fair, devoting time for 

discussion with authors and their publishing houses. After his visit, publishers reported that 

dozens of previously forbidden texts had been published. 

  

Less than six months later, Khomeini reportedly swayed the Ministry of Culture & Islamic 

Guidance (MCIG) to “focus on producing appealing books and films, designing video games, 

and developing attractive and meaningful toys” to counter a “Western cultural invasion of Iran 

that seeks to destroy Islamic identity.” The Ministry subsequently struck the following words: 

“wine,” names of “foreign animals” and of dignitaries from print books.51 

  

At his visit to the 2016 International Book Fair, President Rouhani proposed that the MCIG hand 

its job of censoring books and cultural products to an association of writers and publishers. As it 

did in 1993, the West nodded in approval. In 2017, Rouhani began a pilot of his proposal, 

transferring the government’s direct responsibility for book censorship to publishers and writers 

themselves.52 

  

If fully-functional, this plan could force a culture of conservative self-censorship on writers and 

publishers, preventing book seizures post-publication and inflicting paralyzing financial damage 

on their creators.53 

Music 

The Islamic Republic of Iran Broadcasting Service (IRIB) is the state agency responsible for 

censoring inappropriate content on TV and radio. Keeping in mind the 1979 ban on popular 

music, Iranian broadcasting corporations have found a unique way to -- quite literally -- blur the 

                                                
50 Abrams, Dennis. “Publishers in Iran Use Ebooks to Circumvent Censors.” Publishing Perspectives, 19 May 2015,  

publishingperspectives.com/2015/05/using-e-books-to-circumvent-censors-in-iran/. 
51 Vahdat, Ahmed. “Iran Bans Use of the Word 'Wine' and Names of 'Foreign Animals' in Books.” The Telegraph, 

Telegraph Media Group, 19 Jan. 2016, www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/12109159/Iran-bans-

use-of-the-w ord-wine-and-names-of-foreign-animals-in-books.html. 
52 Khalaj, Monavar. “Censors Allow Iran's Book Publishers a Taste of Freedom.” Financial Times, Financial Times, 

12 June 2015, www.ft.com/content/9408991a-0dbb-11e5-aa7b-00144feabdc0. 
53 Shams, Omid. “Iran Is Using Indirect Censorship Methods to Avoid International Criticism.” The  

Conversation, The Conversation, 18 May 2017,  

theconversation.com/iran-is-using-indirect-censorship-methods-to-avoid-international-cri ticism-76824. 

http://publishingperspectives.com/2015/05/using-e-books-to-circumvent-censors-in-iran/
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/12109159/Iran-bans-use-of-the-w%0Aord-wine-and-names-of-foreign-animals-in-books.html
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/worldnews/middleeast/iran/12109159/Iran-bans-use-of-the-w%0Aord-wine-and-names-of-foreign-animals-in-books.html
http://www.ft.com/content/9408991a-0dbb-11e5-aa7b-00144feabdc0
http://theconversation.com/iran-is-using-indirect-censorship-methods-to-avoid-international-cri%0Aticism-76824


 

27 
 

lines. In order to pass government clampdowns, stations have been known to entirely blur 

concert stages, just to get on the air.54 

  

That’s, of course, if musicians are lucky enough to have anyone in their audience; some types of 

music, including metal and rap, have been exiled entirely. Hichkas, the literally-exiled-“father of 

Iranian rap,” was known in Tehran for stirring-up tensions by rapping about social issues and 

young Iranians. Safir, a young prodigy inspired by Hichkas, has begun to change the game. Since 

2017, Safir has been working to launch a new record label, known as Melli (translating from 

Persian to mean “national”) Records or MelliCloud on SoundCloud, giving artists an open 

platform to perform.55 

  

Internationally-recognized Barobax, an Iranian pop band, makes music that’s a bit too upbeat for 

the country’s music venues. That’s why Barobax plays underground, a substantially less public 

option than SoundCloud. The group has also acknowledged that if they were to go on tour, since 

they do have a bit of a global following, that the Iranian government could bar their re-entry. 

  

Pharrell Williams also entered Iran’s music scene when he called on fans from across the globe 

to record themselves dancing to his song, “Happy.”56 In a video from Tehran, the women seen 

were not wearing hijabs. Putting it lightly, Iran’s conservative clerics and top enforcers of the 

Islamic Republic were not “happy.” The group was soon arrested and were forced to apologize 

on IRIB, with Tehran’s chief of police looking on. At the time, President Rouhani was in office 

for less than a year. 

  

Stepping out of the evolving music industry and into the classroom, female music teacher Tooka 

Zokaie has broken Iranian law for playing instruments. In Iran, women cannot play in mixed-

gender ensembles in public halls, perform for mixed-gender audiences, nor book their own 

venue.57 

  

Only time will tell if President Rouhani will succeed in fulfilling his campaign promises for 

greater freedoms in his country. For now, it seems that the censors are much more effective at 
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suppressing citizens’ expressionism than any of his meager efforts. Iran’s artistic youth want 

change, but the fiercely conservative government is winning at practically every step of the way. 

History of Islam and the Sunni Shia Divide 

Several decades after Mohammad’s death in 632, Islam enveloped an empire that stretched from 

Central Asia to Spain. One community believed that the ruler of this empire, the caliph, should 

be directly descended from Mohammad’s bloodline. This group became known as the Shia 

branch of Islam. Another group, the Sunnis, did not believe the caliph was required to be a 

relative of Mohammad. Thus, a great schism split Islam into two main branches, with Sunnis 

now being the majority of Muslims. This schism led to strong tensions between each branch, 

resulting in violent clashes and the assassination of Ali, the first caliph and a descendant of 

Mohammad. Following the death of Ali and his son, Sunnis ruled the empire across dynasties 

during which Shias were marginalized and persecuted to prevent political retaliations. 

  

Shias experienced an internal divide as well, which resulted in three distinctive Shia 

communities – the Twelver Shias, the Ismaili Shias, and the Zaydi Shias. Twelvers make up the 

majority of Shias and are found in Iran and the eastern Arabian countries. They look to an 

Ayatollah as their religious and political leader. 

  

Once the Safavid Dynasty was established in Iran in 1501, Sunnis no longer dominated Islamic 

politics and Shiism became the religion of the Persian Empire. As the Persians clashed with the 

Ottomans over the caliphate, Shiism became the dominant religion of Iran, Iraq, Azerbaijan, and 

Bahrain, and a plurality in Lebanon, while Sunnis accounted for the rest of Muslims and Islamic 

countries.58 

Saudi-Iranian Relations 

Following the Islamic Revolution in 1979, Iran experienced a reawakening of Islam as it came to 

encompass all aspects of law, government, and society. The country was ruled by the Ayatollah 

Ruholla Khomeini, a Shia cleric, who preached Islamic unity. This wave of Shiism, however, 

prompted Sunni neighbor, Saudi Arabia, to propagate antagonistic behavior towards Iran. A deep 

rivalry developed between the two powerful nations who battle for power in the Islamic world. 

Their adverse relationships is also fueled by their opposing positions in international politics, as 

Iran supportings the Assad’s regime in Syria, while Saudi Arabia is funding rebel groups. Saudi 

Arabia also backed Iraq during the Iran-Iraq war. 
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Syrian Civil War 

The Syrian Civil War began as peaceful protests in 2011 calling for the end of the oppressive 

Assad regime, a regime run by Alawi Shias in a Sunni majority country. A violent response from 

the regime sparked a war that continues today. Sunni countries back rebels who are fighting 

Assad’s regime, while Shia countries like Iran are funding the government and preventing its 

downfall. The war is leaving room for militant groups like Islamic State to seize control over 

major cities, but Saudi Arabia and Iran are fighting against this group simultaneously. Saudi 

Arabia banned cash flows to Al-Qaeda during this conflict. 

Militant Groups 

Al-Qaeda – Sunni 

Hezbollah – Shia 

Islamic State – Sunni 

Ahrar al-Sham – Sunni 

Asaib Ahl al-Haq – Shia 

  

Sectarian Rhetoric 

The dehumanization between groups is strong – Sunnis refer to Shias as Safawis, or Iranian 

agents who are traitors to the Arab cause. They even go so far as to call them non-believers. In 

Egypt, Morocco, and the Palestinian territories, the majority believes that Shia Muslims are not 

Muslims at all. However, this does not go to say that sharing a common Islamic faith makes 

political discourse any simpler between countries or militant groups. Sunni countries, like Saudi 

Arabia, continue to fight against Sunni militant groups like Al-Qaeda and Islamic State. 
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Iran in the Trump Era 

Twitter War 

 
“… Or you will suffer consequences the likes of which few throughout history have ever 

suffered before.”  

 

Quite a bold statement to make; especially for the president of one country to another. Such is 

the nature of the relation between Iran and Trump’s America. 

 

Before even taking office, Trump has tweeted several times about Iran and how Obama would 

use diplomatic ties with Iran to divert the attention of citizens from more domestic issues. Apart 

from that, in May, President Trump made the United States withdraw from the Iran Nuclear 

Deal. Shortly after, in June Trump tweeted that he would impose sanctions on Iran and also on 

all the importers of Iranian oil (such sanctions have still not taken place nor are they expected 

to).  

On the Iranian side, President Rouhani has not remained silent either. He claimed, in one of his 

speeches in May, that the peace between America and Iran would be the ‘mother of all peace’ 

and the war between the two will be the ‘mother of all wars’.59 Iran have not cracked under 

pressure from the US and the west to abandon their nuclear program despite all the economic 

losses and worldwide reputation falling. Moreover, with the end of the Iran nuclear deal, 

diplomatic ties between Tehran and Washington saw their worst state in the twenty first century. 

Many Trump critics believe that this was a wrong move by the US since there is no more 

supervision of Iran’s nuclear facilities, many of which are able to muster up nuclear warheads. In 
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Iran many nationals have expressed their grievances against the US by calling them out on the 

fact that US and North Korea are moving towards improving their diplomatic ties while Trump 

publicly denounces most acts of Iran. They believe that they have been more willing to work 

with the West than N. Korea that openly claims to possess nuclear warhead while they had 

signed the Iran deal in 2015 that greatly reduced their Uranium production. This opinion is not 

only shared by Iran, but most of the middle eastern countries who believe that the US 

specifically targets Arab countries. 

North Korea and Iran 

Trump has treated Iran and North Korea in similar fashion in his infamous tweets as well. Often 

times a bit overboard, but certainly provoking each time, the tweets target the opposition not 

only diplomatically, but also psychologically. General Gholam Hossein Gheybparvr, a senior 

member of the Irani Military has labelled President Trump’s social media presence as 

‘psychological warfare’.60 However, he has also got on record to say that ‘President Trump can’t 

do anything.’ Domestically, Trump has generally had success in gain public favor with senator 

Sarah Sanders backing him up by declaring that the Iranian administration is responsible for 

instigation. Her opinions are shared by many others in the US and even externally. Israeli Prime 

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu also backed Trump’s stance saying that it was crucial to curb the 

increasing threat of Iran to its neighboring nations. On the contrary, the German and Canadian 

foreign ministries have advised the US on private and public platforms that ‘War Threats’ are 

never a great idea since they are a double-edged sword affected heavily by emotions. 

Congress’ NDAA 

The latest updates in the Congress involves the National Defense Authorization Act. The Act 

enforces many of president Trump’s plans for Iran and labels Iran as a threat to the security of 

the middle east and the US National Security. Additionally, the Bill describes various strategies 

to contain Iran which include sanctions and plans to counter Iranian influence and militia in 

Yemen, Syria and Iraq among other places. 

  

The US currently considers Iraq to be its best weapon to counter ISIS in the region and therefore 

provides the Iraq forces with US equipment and training. However, these Iraqi forces were 

affiliated with the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, a Shia Militia Group that is largely 

formed of Men who fought alongside Iran or for Iran in the 1980s. This made the US cautious 

about its operations in Iraq and feared that they were providing training and equipment to Irani 

aligned factions. The US feared that the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps would become 
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another ISIS. All this was highlighted in the Bill which was made up of several drafts containing 

proposals from the Senate and the US House of Representatives. 

  

This recent Bill has made it clear that President Trump’s Tweets may not just have been simple 

threats. The Bill mentions engaging Irani Militia forces, carrying out reconnaissance missions, 

employing the use of air and defense missile systems and establishing a cyber security 

mechanism in the region.61 

Associations 

Despite all the anti-US propaganda in Iran, the US claims that the news out of Iran cannot be 

trusted. Secretary Pompeo has taken on a new initiative which is based on sentiments of most 

neutral countries and Pro-West states. In the recent speech he gave, he said, "the proud Iranian 

people are not staying silent about their government's many abuses, and the United States under 

President Trump will not stay silent.” With this new take on Iran, an entire new possibility has 

opened for the US to exploit. The situation here looks not too different from previous Arab 

Spring events where the US carried out military interventions in countries which were 

considered to be suffering from an oppressive regime. 

  

Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, in his recently-televised speech, declared that Iran was run as a 

criminal organization with large spread corruption and decreasing standards of living while its 

rich population thrives. IRNA, a student-run newspaper in Iran dismissed all the tweets by 

Trump saying that Trump is no less than a cyber bully and his rhetoric will only get him as far as 

the US presidency. Some observers of this scenario believe that Trump continuously takes the 

bait Iran throws at it when Trump posts one of his emotional tweets.62 

  

If anything can be concluded, it is that Trump has a special distaste for Iran. With the latest 

decision by the supreme court ruling in favor of Trump, Iranians can no longer get a visa to the 

US. The long list of countries in this list includes all Muslim countries. Upon this ban taking 

effect, Iran also banned the entry of any American into Iran. This ban is sure to harm America’s 

relationships with the Islamic world in and around the middle east. For now, this is the direction 

the relationship between the two countries is heading towards and nerves might break sooner 

than expected. 
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