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Crisis Director & Chair  
Welcome 
 
Dear Delegates,  
 
Welcome to New York University's EmpireMUNC V! We are excited to have you all take part 
in the results of our organization's hard work. We hope you’ve all come here brimming with 
ideas, and ready to set them in motion for a stunning four days of Model UN.  
 
Our committee, Mediterranea, is part of the 3-way Joint Crisis Committee entitled “War of 
Worlds", whose 3 committees each represent a dystopian society in the year 2200. Tension is 
growing between the three countries, and we must do the most we can to bring prosperity – and 
perhaps victory – to our own nation. This will be achieved through substantive debates, 
consensus-building, and cooperation between all of you.  
 
I’m Krini Papacharalambous and I’ll be your Chair. I’m from Bulgaria and Greece and grew up 
in Cyprus. I’m currently a sophomore in the College of Arts and Science, studying Politics and 
Journalism. In my free time I like exploring the city with friends and eating as many cool NYC 
foods as my budget allows me, and doing cultural and artsy things like visiting art shows or 
museums. I also spend my time binge watching environment and crime documentaries and 
playing with cats. I’m confident that we’ll have an amazing 4 days and it’s my hope that the 
conference will be unforgettable for you, both in terms of what you learn and the friendships you 
may create! 
 
As for your Crisis Director, my name is Don Kim, originally from the Korean Republic, but 
raised in the sylvan suburbs of New Jersey. I am currently a junior in the College of Arts and 
Science studying  Economics and Environmental Studies. You may find me on the weekends 
watering plants and carrying around shovels at our university garden, or exploring NYC in 
search of good food while wearing a sweater in a ninety degree weather. This is my seventh year 
doing Model UN, and I never tire of seeing new faces develop relationships over the constructive 
debate and consensus building. I hope you all find that experience for yourselves here at 
EmpireMUNC V, and I hope it will play a part in your personal growth. 
 
 
Krini Papacharalambous 
Chair 
Mediterranea – Joint Crisis 
chair.mediterranea.empiremuncv@gmail.com   
   
 
 

Don Kim 
Crisis Director 
Mediterranea 
cd.mediterranea.empiremuncv@gmail.com
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Background of the Past 
World and the World State 
Mediterranea 
History  

During the post-World War II period, many conflicts between the Soviet Union and 
United States remained unresolved, slowly leading to an escalation of back-and-forth nuclear 
threats until finally, a single nuclear warhead signaled the beginning of an end. The following 
years left many parts of Earth unrecognizable. Entire regions were razed, and mountains leveled. 
Shores became oceans and hills became pits. Dubbed “The Great War”, this conflict forced upon 
every human the horrible realization of what destruction humans have become capable of. 

Approximately one-third of the world population had fallen victim to the war, and the 
remaining two-thirds were left with the burning question of how to lead humanity away from this 
destructive path. All remaining world leaders, scholars, and strategists set aside economic and 
political interests to discuss a potential restructuring of the fundamentals of society. Of the many 
ideas discussed, only a few gained traction. One particular idea was to begin a new society, 
founded upon the idea of predestination and social conditioning using advanced medical science. 
It drew inspiration from an American industrialist Henry Ford, who used the assembly line 
manufacturing process in 1908 CE to effectively mass produce the same cars (1908 CE is used as 
the beginning year of Mediterranean calendar system. 1908 CE = 0 AF, with AF meaning Anno 
Ford). Assembly line manufacturing had key attractive features: it was predictable, mass-
producible, homogenous, and disposable. By incorporating the principles of assembly line mass 
production to humanity, a society could effectively attain happiness and ultimately global peace 
by physically and mentally building an individual to fit in a place provided by society. Though 
moral and ethical concerns were raised, many saw the failures of status quo to prevent 
humanity’s greed and pride from bringing destruction upon itself. Eventually this idea gained 
enough support to begin, birthing the state of Mediterranea in 1995 CE (87 AF), in regions 
surrounding what was known previously as the Mediterranean Sea. 



 

 

By the year 2000 CE (92 AF), the world had split into three major factions: Mediterranea, 
Oceania, and Gilead. Each faction championed a different principle for society, but all were born 
out of hope of avoiding another destructive war. Still early in their development, all three states 
needed time to rebuild and experiment with their ideas. Thus the leaders of the three factions 
convened in a historic summit on 2000 CE, to agree upon a 200 year isolation, in which no 
interaction and official communication would take place. To mark a fresh beginning, all 
historical evidence of the past world were erased, and the existence of other states in the world 
were concealed. A secret line of communication was established between the three states to be 
used for reestablishing connection 200 years later, and was to only be used by the top officials of 
each state.  

In Mediterranea today, no one speaks of history anymore. It is not taught in schools, and 
old books depicting life in older society are banned. The only information people are given of the 
past world is that everything was worse and miserable in the time before. Strict conditioning of 
people to hate the past society keeps the people of Mediterranea from ever devolving to the 
savage society of pre-Isolation world. Citizens are directed to focus on the today, and how they 
can live even more productively in the future. Yet several World Controllers, those who oversee 
the ten zones of Mediterranea, have made a collection of items from the past world, and have 
knowledge of the past world. Apart from them, a select few influential Alpha Plus Pluses have 
been exposed to information from the past world, but many find them to be nonsensical. 

 

Social Conditioning 

The culture, economy, government, and social structure of Mediterranea all hinge upon 
the conditioning people of Mediterranea are exposed to since the moment they are embryos. 
Technology for conditioning was fervently developed since 92 AF in Mediterranea to achieve a 
perfectly stable society the result of such dedicated development was the discovery of 
Bokanovsky’s Process. Bokanovskification allowed for a single human embryo to multiply 
exponentially into numerous identical buds, effectively creating up to ninety six identical 
humans from a single embryo. Bokanovsky’s Process stands as the major instrument in 
Mediterranea’s social stability by standardizing human identity into simple forms. To 
complement this method for mass producing humans, Podsnap’s Technique was developed to 
accelerate the process of egg maturation. 

Once the embryos are mass produced, they are then subjected to different conditions to 
predestinate them into castes. The lower the caste, the less oxygen embryos receive, in order to 
limit their intelligence and physical development. At the bottom of the caste exist the Epsilons, 
who are exposed to the least amount of oxygen to ensure they are weak, retarded, and deformed. 



 

 

Their bodies are designed to work the least desirable jobs, such as sewage labor or mining labor. 
They are incapable of speaking and writing, and are viewed to be subhuman to those that exist in 
a higher caste. Above them exist the Deltas, who are designed to be slightly superior to the 
Epsilons, but are still limited to menial work. The Gammas are in the middle of the caste 
system; they are given mediocre intelligence to do tasks that require some skill, but are repetitive 
and mundane tasks nonetheless. At the top of the caste system sit the Alphas, who use their 
superior intelligence to undertake administrative tasks. Betas, who have a slightly lower 
intelligence than the Alphas work directly under them in positions that require less thinking.  n1 

Once the chemically treated embryos develop into babies, they are then further 
conditioned in Conditioning Centers to mentally prepare them to live as members of their 
designated castes. The state employs various methods to construct the minds of each baby to 
ensure that it loves its caste and feels like it belongs there. For example, the babies of lower caste 
are treated with electric shock at the presence of 
books and flowers, to ensure that they will avoid 
learning and accept their places in the 
unintelligent castes. Beta babies receive 
auditory stimuli while they sleep which 
suggests that lower castes are disgusting 
while Alphas are to be admired. The 
overall process of human birth in 
Mediterranea ensures that every 
adult is satisfied with his or her 
role in society. Conditioning 
allows dirty menial jobs to be 
delegated to the lower caste 
who will happily do the 
work, and intellectual 
work to be given to 
the upper caste that 
will find it 
fulfilling.  

                                                
1 Kate Holland, 2018, roughly based on “The Caste System - Brave New World.” Google Sites, 
sites.google.com/site/bravenewworldtgrv/anthropologist/the-caste-system, as well as Huxley’s 
Brave New World 

The Caste System of Mediterranea1 
The color of each tier in the pyramid is the designated color worn by its corresponding caste. 

Alphas

Betas

Gammas
semi- skilled	workers,	low- risk	
professionals	or	experts	at	

repetitive	tasks

Deltas
perform	menial	jobs,	lack	individuality,	and	

are	mass- produced

Epsilons
illiterate	"semi-morons"	who	work	undesirable	jobs	
(such	as	those	in	sewage	or	in	the	foundry)	and	are	

mass- produced

intellectually	superior,	run	factories,	and	
are	subdivided	into	Plus,	Minus	or	
Double-Plus 

adequate	intelligence,	live	similarly	
to	Alphas	but	positions	require	less	
thinking 



 

 

Culture 
At a glance, life in Mediterranea may not seem any different to that of the world before 

the Great War. An average day for a person in the World State consists of going to work and 
playing afterwards. Yet the founding principles of Mediterranea and its unique reproduction 
system have radically altered the way humans interact with each other on a daily basis. 
 
Family 

Since artificial insemination became the standard protocol for creating babies, traditional 
in vivo pregnancies became a relic of the past. As a result, the traditional definition of a family 
no longer exists –– parenting has been replaced by Conditioning. Marriage does not take place, 
and the traditional idea of a home is seen as horrific, because the concept of a group of people 
living under one roof together, with familial ties of love and care, is seen as both bizarre and 
unsanitary. Only 30% of women in Mediterranea are allowed to have a body that can reproduce, 
and the rest as sterile, otherwise called freemartins. Those thirty percent of women must 
constantly take contraceptive medicine to prevent pregnancies during sexual activity. If any 
woman is discovered to carry an offspring, they are immediately socially ostracized and 
physically banished, and are forced to live outside of civilization, in nearby islands. 

Sexual activity is openly encouraged in Mediterranea for the sake of social stability. In 
the past world, crime and misery grew from suppressed sexual desires. To ensure no citizen of 
Mediterranea is miserable, people are taught from a very young age to openly engage in sexual 
activity with numerous partners. Sexual activity is taught to be a pleasuring exercise and nothing 
more; citizens are discouraged from developing lasting relationships. The pursuit of pre-Fordian 
notions of romance only leads to misery and ultimately to inefficiency in the collective system. 
When choosing partners, Alphas and Betas can be together, but lower castes must remain within 
their caste. Having multiple partners is accepted as the norm, and partners are viewed as easily 
interchangeable. To further promote the indulgence of sexual desires, there exist ritualistic orgies 
which everyone takes part in at least once a month if a Beta, and twice a month if an Alpha. 

 
Old Age 

Advanced medical technology has completely eliminated the concept of aging. A human 
body in Mediterranea does not atrophy for ninety years, rather it consistently maintains the same 
youthful energy. Retirement is an unknown concept since stopping work to have time to think is 
extremely dangerous to society: both because it decreases productivity, and because it increases 
spare time, which might be used to develop strange ideas that could disturb the established social 
stability. At an old age, people are genetically designed to slowly pass away. But when an old 



 

 

person is observed to have decreased productivity, they face one of three possible fates: they can 
be killed, shipped off to an island, or forced to live on drugs constantly until they kill them. 
Society has no problem with this: they know that their purpose in life is to serve the community, 
and once they cannot do that anymore, there is no other reason left to live. Finally, impotence has 
been medically eradicated, and people are engineered to be sexually active until death, so no 
urges and desires will have to be held back. 

 
Soma and Individuality  

Individualism is greatly discouraged to the point of being forbidden. This is because it is 
believed that individualism or in general too much thought can lead to skepticism about the 
status quo –– and consequently, a disruption in social stability. Those that question their place in 
the world and seek to differentiate themselves from society are cast as oddities and are offered a 
solution widely promoted by the state — Soma. 

Soma is a widely distributed and consumed narcotic drug that eases thought and passes 
time. This prevents citizens from dwelling in their thoughts too deeply. A state rationing of the 
drug ensures that no citizen ever feels too much of any emotion like sadness or despair. Society 
accepts this –– they do not know how to deal with strong emotions and will take Soma to prevent 
them. Upper castes are entitled to as much of it as they want, and it is their main –– and 
realistically their only –– pastime or hobby. Lower castes are only allotted what the government 
allows; just enough to keep them sedated, but not so much that it goes to waste. Essentially, no 
Mediterranean has any interests outside of work and sex, and are left with Soma and the plethora 
of state- sanctioned entertainment options to enjoy themselves in their leisure. 

 
Entertainment 

Some traditional forms of entertainment that stimulate the mind such as literature or arts, 
are strictly banned for they can cause people to develop thoughts that lead to destabilize society. 
However, any other entertainment form that directly stimulate physical senses of the body are 
widely encouraged to help people relax and keep their minds occupied. Music and film in 
particular have developed in Mediterranea to stimulate multiple senses, by adding in senses of 
touch and aroma to them. For example, the Feelies combines traditional film with metal rods 
users can touch to feel a wave of sensations of smell and touch. Sports incorporate high-
technology tools, creating games such as the popular Centrifugal Bumble-Puppy, Riemann 
Surface Tennis, Escalator Squash, and Electromagnetic Golf. They can be played anywhere and 
are encouraged for workers to keep themselves busy during downtime. Travel is also encouraged 
as means of relaxation. The advanced vehicles of Mediterranea allow individuals to travel to the 
countryside for a quick day trip on one of their many holidays. Radio exists in Mediterranea, but 



 

 

it only transmits repetitive conditioning speeches: the upper castes are reminded of their 
superiority, and the lower ones are made to be even less intelligent and even more passive. In 
addition, there exists one universal language among the vast regions that Mediterranea spans. 
There is no need for complicating communication, and there is also a fear that different 
languages will lead to new cultural traits appearing in the different regions. 

 

Government  

The Mediterranean government is vastly different from the types of government that 
existed before it. Rather than a standing government with administrative branches, Mediterranea 
is centered on the ten World Controllers with administrators overseeing key institutions that 
support the foundation of Mediterranean life.  

The administrators are predestined for Alpha Double-Pluses. These genetically superior 
candidates take on the roles of top scientists and administrators. Administrator roles extend 
across the key institutions of Mediterranea, such as the Hatchery, Industry, and Agriculture. 
Their roles may vary, but as the highest positions each institution they are tasked with overseeing 
the seamless operation of their institution to maintain social stability. 

At the top of Mediterranean government sit the ten World Controllers. These leaders are 
unorthodoxically recruited social outcasts, those that exhibit unconventional thoughts beyond the 
philosophical beliefs of Mediterranea. These World Controllers lead Mediterranea by engaging 
in ideological debates to settle on the best methods for achieving social stability. In making their 
decisions, they pull upon their high intellect and knowledge of the past world. Policies are born 
from their beliefs, and society bends to their will. They continue to uphold the founding 
Controllers’ principles of “Community, Identity, Stability”, but occasionally the World 
Controllers will approve of experiments to test the effects of different policies on Mediterranea 
in search of the perfectly stable society. Their intellect exceeds that of any other commoners, 
even the Alpha Pluses, as they are able to question beyond the traditional social conditioning. 
Having a wider perspective gives them an advantage over others in formulating ideas for social 
stability. 

Only the World Controllers hold information of the old world and the two other states 
that exist outside of Mediterranea. Surviving literature such as Shakespeare and the Bible, 
though strictly forbidden in Mediterranea, have been known to been in the possession of some 
World Controllers. They have access to the archaic communication device that connects them 
with the leaders from Oceania and Gilead, though it has been rarely used since the peace treaty. 
The World Controllers maintain the strict isolationist policy, not partaking in any interaction 
with the two foreign states despite their knowledge of them.  



 

 

 

Economy  

Believed to be essential to social stability, a rapid and endless cycle of production and 
consumption is imposed on the society to keep the population 
occupied. Conditioned from birth to always seek new goods, 
there is an endless and constant stream of demand. Luxury 
goods such as toys, utensils, and furniture are the regularly 
discarded for new products, and services such as body 
massage and cleaning are widely used by consumers. To keep 
up with the high demand, industries never stop operating, 
allowing everyone in Mediterranea to have guaranteed job 
opportunities. Though it may appear to have a market 
economy, prices and production are tightly controlled by the 
State. The state can manipulate price and demand by 
conditioning people, and the state decides the type of goods 
to be produced.  
About a third of population is occupied in agricultural sector, 
and the rest are distributed in labor positions of the various institutions. Despite being a 
technologically advanced state, Mediterranea heavily relies on agriculture because the industry is 
easily able to employ millions of workers, ensuring that everyone has work to do.  
 

Military  

As a state born out of a desire to avoid war, Mediterranea has focused much of its 
attention into pursuing peace and social stability by channeling its resources into indoctrinating 
its people through conditioning and genetic predestination. There is no dedicated military in 
Mediterranea, and it has no publically known military equipment set in place. 

However, under the discretion of the World Controllers, there exists approximately 50 
unmanned military underground bases scattered across Mediterranea. Each base holds 10 tanks 
and 10 unmanned aerial vehicles, along with various weaponries. Weaponry in these bases were 
based upon the pre-Isolation designs. There is no public knowledge and public role for this, as 
any military positions have been deemed to cause stress and unhappiness in society. Automated 
ground weapon systems and airships are currently stowed away, and production of them are 
covertly done in small increments.  
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Technology 
Medical technology has been researched and innovated ferociously in Mediterranea since 

the peace treaty of 2000, putting the state light years ahead of its peers. Human birthing is 
meticulously controlled – it consistently succeeds to produce genetically predestined newborns – 
and disease is virtually non-existent. Aging is physically unnoticeable, as biological engineering 
and social conditioning keep the people permanently active and fit, until they are discarded by 
natural or controlled causes. 

In regards to energy, Mediterranea invested heavily into establishing large solar farms 
during its initial years, allowing the state today to source an impressive majority of its energy 
from solar power. Over the years solar energy conversion has improved, allowing more energy to 
be collected from each cell. Currently all the solar energy farm lie out in the far countrysides, 
taking up approximately six percent of Mediterranea’s landmass.  

Mediterranea places a high value on technological advancement for its ability to improve 
the quality of human life, such as the development of new forms of transportation to ease 
movement. The helicopter is a readily-available means of transportation for urban citizens, and 
high-speed monorails connect the distant countryside. Strong and flexible materials are used in 
buildings and clothing.  

Years of scientific research and development have resulted in discoveries that could have 
been used to even further improve quality of life, but they have been disregarded. This is due to 
the belief that an even more advanced technology will give people too much free time. People of 
Mediterranea are born with the sole purpose of working for the state, and should they be given 
more free time as a result of improved technology, it would deprive them from fulfilling their 
purpose. Not only will this cause misery among the people, but it could also allow people to 
develop thoughts that go against the established system. 

 

 Foreign Relations 
Following the global peace treaty of 2000 CE (92 AF), the three global powers 

(Mediterranea, Gilead, Oceania) fell into isolation with no official interaction in public records. 
Yet, interactions between the three powers were inevitable, and the few that have occured were 
kept secret to the public: 

 
  



 

 

Oceania 
 Soon after the declaration of the peace treaty in 92 AF, a fugitive from Oceania was 
reported to have escaped to Mediterranea. Although his name remains a mystery to the 
government of Mediterranea, Oceanian officials revealed that they pursued him on the charge of 
treason. 

 
Gilead 

There have been no significant interactions with Gilead since the treaty. Very little 
information has been exchanged between the two states, and Mediterranea does not seek to 
involve itself with either Oceania or Gilead. The last remaining records from the Great War note 
that the regions where Gilead currently stands suffered heavily from nuclear destruction during 
the war. 

 

Specialized Section 
Conflict of Ideologies 

Ten years ago in 2190 CE (282 AF), three individuals caused a riot in Mediterranea, 
advocating for individualism and deviancy from the status quo. The three were promptly arrested 
and exiled, but they made a lasting impact on the World Controllers. For two centuries, 
generations of World Controllers took whatever steps necessary to achieve the perfect society, in 
which no person would be miserable. But now as they came face-to-face with three individuals 
that were discontent with the system they had worked so hard to achieve, many began to doubt 
the system themselves. The World Controllers were aware of the repressive control Mediterranea 
imposed upon its people—many believed it to be a necessary evil. In fact, at some point they all 
had questioned the system, just like the three deviants. They eventually realized that strict control 
was the only salvation for humanity. However, the three deviants were the first to refuse to 
accept Mediterranea’s principles as the sole salvation. They instead chose to include pain and 
discomfort in their lives, calling them a necessary component of a worthwhile human life. With 
only ten years remaining in the 200 year isolation period, the World Controllers became 
concerned about Mediterranea’s future. Can the status quo continue once the isolation ends? 
Now will the influences from the outside world will challenge the founding ideologies of 
Mediterranea? The three deviants demonstrated that the dilemma behind Mediterranea’s 
founding principles has yet to be resolved, and it is a task the World Controllers must complete 
before it can open Mediterranea to the outside world. 



 

 

Though the three deviants were removed from society, their message penetrated the 
upper caste, sparking the rise of illicit thinking groups. Recent reports from zone patrols have 
revealed that instead of indulging in sexual activities and Soma, several Alphas and Betas were 
congregating after work to discuss ideas and share thoughts. It is only a matter of time before 
they start boycotting Soma as well, just like the three deviants ten years ago, opening cracks for 
chaos to seep into our balanced society. 

 

Economy and the Resource Shortage  
Two centuries of fervent development lead to the rise of a command economy in which 

production and consumption are accelerated by social conditioning. Blinded by the desire to 
achieve a perfect society, Mediterranea developed at a frightening speed with disregard for the 
environment and its resources. This undoubtedly had severe consequences for the outer regions 
of Mediterranea. Regions that fall under Mediterranea’s borders but are unpopulated have been 
so abused by the extraction of resources, that many are now barren wastelands. Due to the 
isolation pact, foreign trade 
has been non-existent, and 
Mediterranea has sourced 
everything from its own 
territory. Though 
Mediterranea encompasses a 
large body of land, the 
wastelands now comprise 
approximately sixty percent of 
the landmass. Resource 
scarcity will undoubtedly 
reduce the rate at which 
industries can produce. 
Failure to meet the current 
consumer demand will lower happiness, and create potential for dissent. From a production 
perspective, production slow down will reduce the amount of work for the workers, creating 
unhealthy spare time. 
 

Graphical depiction of Mediterranea natural resources depletion, measured in 
percentage of resource reserve since 2000 CE. 


