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What is Model United Nations? 

 

Model United Nations (MUN) is an academic simulation in which students debate and             

address international issues to innovate and build solutions around them. Since the first             

Model UN was held at St. Lawrence College in 1949, the activity has proliferated to 100+                

countries today, with participating students from every corner of the globe. Today,            

Model UN looks slightly different than it did when it first started, but the creativity and                

ingenuity that delegates bring to bear remains as passionate and enduring as ever. 

 

Generally, each participant (delegate) will receive a country assignment, from whose           

perspective they will address specific topics relevant to the body they are simulating. For              

example, a student may be assigned the role of the United Kingdom in a committee               

addressing the future of food-security, or the Maldives in a discussion about Global             

Climate Change. Each assignment is a unique opportunity for students to practice            

research, cultural and situational empathy, and critical-thinking skills. 

 

There are a plethora of opportunities to participate in Model United Nations, from local              

conferences hosted by high-school clubs, to international competitions such as The           

Hague International Model United Nations (THIMUN) and the National Invitational          

Model United Nations (NAIMUN).  

 

We’re excited to have you at EmpireMUNC V, and look forward to seeing you in               

November. The Training Team has assembled the following primer to ensure that you’re             

well-prepared for committee, and to welcome you to your future career in Model UN. 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Model UN Structure of Debate 

 

In general, Model UN takes place in a committee, a group of delegates representing a               

mrad of countries assembled to solve or mitigate a specific problem (i.e Child Soldiers,              

Human Trafficking, Iranian Nuclear Program). Each committee simulates an actual          

committee in the United Nations, such as the Disarmament and Internal Security            

Committee (DISEC), World Health Organization (WHO), or United Nations Security          

Council (UNSC). 

 

Each committee is run by a Chair, who moderates the debate and runs all of the                

administrative parts of committee. The Chair is often assisted by the dais, comprised of              

individuals such as the deputy-chair and page. 

 

In committee, delegates have the opportunity to participate in two types of debate:             

Formal and Informal. 

 

Formal Debate: In formal debate, delegates take turns speaking to the committee            

about the topic, and their countries position on it. Delegates are free to address any               

portion or facet of the topic, and are encouraged to move committee forward with              

constructive speeches. The order of speakers is determined by a speakers list, which             

delegates join by raising their placards or sending a note to the chair. 

 

Informal Debate: Informal debate is comprised of moderated and unmoderated          

caucuses. During informal debate, delegates narrow the focus of the debate to a specific              

aspect or position on the topic through the introduction of these caucuses. 

 

Some of the most common points and motions are: 

 

Moderated Caucus: A caucus where the chair calls on delegates to speak for a              

set amount of time (i.e 30 seconds) on a specific aspect of the topic (i.e how to                 

fund polio vaccines for Syrian refugees) 

 

How to call for a Moderated Caucus: 

*Raise Placard* Chair Calls on delegate 

 

Delegate: ( Country Name ) motions for a ( X- minute) moderated caucus             

with (Y-second) speaking time for the purpose of discussing ( reason for            

the caucus ). 

 



 

Committee Votes on motion; the motion needs a simple majority          

(1/2) to pass 

 

Unmoderated Caucus: an unmoderated caucus is an informal time for          

delegates to discuss their positions with each other and compromise to form            

solutions. During unmoderated caucuses (unmods), delegates are free to roam          

the room and talk informally with other delegates. Oftentimes, unmods are used            

as a time for delegates to write resolutions together and come to agreement on              

actions. 

 

How to Call for an Unmoderated Caucus: 

*Raise Placard* Chair Calls on delegate 

 

Delegate: ( Country Name ) motions for a ( X - minute) unmoderated             

caucus. 

 

Committee Votes on motion; the motion needs a simple majority (1/2) to            

pass. 

 

Points 

 

In MUN, a point is a question that the delegate poses to the chair. There are quite a few 

points, but these are the most commonly used three: 

 

Point of Order – Used to ask a question about parliamentary procedure (i.e             

“How do I ask for a moderated caucus?”) 

 

Point of Inquiry – Used to ask a question to the Chair (i.e “What time is it?”) 

 

Point of Personal Privilege – Used to request something regarding personal           

comfort (i.e “May I use the restroom?” or “Could we please turn up the AC               

because it feels like an oven in here?” 

 

Right of Reply - Occasionally, delegates may feel that another delegate has            

personally attacked them during the course of debate, in which case they might             

ask for a right of reply - which the chair may choose to award as a means of                  

responding to a personal insult. It should be noted that right of reply is only               

appropriate in the event that a delegate’s character is attacked, not that of the              

nation or position which they happen to be representing. 
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Types of Committees 

 

Model UN is constantly changing and adapting along with the delegates who participate             

in it. It is no surprise then, that the committees in which delegates participate in are                

changing as well. Generally speaking, Committees are differentiated into two categories,           

and further differentiated by size and scope following that. 

 

General Assembly Crisis Committee 

General Assemblies (GA’s) are the 

bread-and-butter of most conferences, 

and the type of committee that most 

delegates will be familiar with. In GA’s, 

delegates address issues from the 

perspectives of individual nation states, 

most commonly as bodies of the United 

Nations (e.g. DISEC, SOCHUM, 

SPECPOL). 

 

In GA’s delegates work over the course of 

the simulation to synthesize solutions to 

the topics assigned to their committee, 

eventually proposing, introducing, and 

passing resolutions, which are 

well-researched, collaborative documents 

that attempt to solve the issues at-hand. 

GA’s are often used as “first-step” in many 

delegates MUN careers, and are an 

excellent way to start participating. 

 

Critical to GA’s are country-policy, 

pre-conference research, and strong 

organizational competencies.  

Crisis Committees are a newer type of 

committee that originated from delegates’ 

desire to simulate smaller entities at a 

faster pace. Within crisis committees, 

delegates will frequently represent a 

person, company, or ministry within 

decision-making body at the state or 

national level. 

 

Crisis committees, as their name implies, 

are driven by crises introduced to 

delegates by the Crisis staff, which they 

are in turn tasked with responding to so 

as to both push committee forward, while 

simultaneously advancing their own 

personal agendas. To effect these results, 

delegates use “backroom powers” which 

the derive from personal assets to achieve 

their goals. 

 

Critical to Crisis Committees are 

creativity, quick, thinking, and a 

strong-understanding of the specific 

simulation material. 

 

 

 

Joint Crisis Committees: Some conferences offer “joint-crisis committees” in which          

multiple committees exist and interact in the same “crisis universe”. A typical example             

of this would be a JCC: USA and JCC: USSR committee-pairing to simulate a cold-war               

scenario. In this setup, the actions of one committee simultaneously affect the other,             

allowing for more dynamic debate and the addition of another level of nuance in the               

dialogue over the issues at hand. 



 

 

Conference Preparation and Additional Resources 

 

Preparation 

Preparing for a conference can be a daunting task, especially if it’s your first time.               

Additionally, each conference is different, which adds an additional complexity to the            

process. However, regardless of whether you’re competing in your local high-school’s           

annual conference, or flying to Brussels for THIMUN (The Hague International Model            

UN), there are some general best practices to follow to set you and your team up for                 

success: 

 

1. Research - There are few, if any, substitutes for research. Understanding           

your countries, strengths and weaknesses, in addition to its stances on           

critical issues, will not only help you when writing your position paper, but             

will also prove a valuable resource in committee, when resolution writing           

rewards a thorough comprehension of the topic. Although there is no           

“one-size fits all” method for research, starting with general sources          

including the CIA World Factbook, Council on Foreign Relations, and          

Brookings Institute, before moving on to more specific and tailored ones,           

will provide both breadth and depth on the subject matter. 

 

2. Public Speaking Practice - Model UN is a communications-based activity;          

being able to communicate your ideas both eloquently and clearly is a            

critical-skill to success. Practice your public speaking drills with your          

team, and if possible, by participating in class, mock-simulations, and          

other ancillary training opportunities. 

 

3. Writing - To pass a winning resolution, you have to write it first.             

Reviewing sample resolutions, from conferences and from sources        

including Best-Delegate, All-American Model UN, and even the UN         

website, will enable delegates to familiarize themselves with the issues          

they’ll address, and the organizations and entities that address them.          

Practice writing sample resolutions with your team, your coach, and even           

by yourself - nothing can substitute for practice, so get started soon! 

 

 

 



 

4. Conference planning - Each conference is different, but most         

conferences follow a general timeline: 

 

Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

● Opening 

Ceremonies 

● First 

Committee 

Session 

● Committee 

Sessions

 

● Committee 

Sessions 

● Final 

Committee 

Session 

● Closing 

Ceremonies 

and Awards 

 

Make sure to look at your schedule beforehand to ensure that you know             

when you have committee, and plan around that to ensure that you’re on             

time for your sessions! 

 

 

Additional Resources 

This primer is by no means an end-all, be-all guide to Model UN. However,              

EmpireMUNC V has prepared additional resources to provide optimal opportunities for           

preparation, including: 

 

● GA’s: an Intro Guide 

● Crisis: an Intro Guide 

● Research: an Intro Guide 

● Practice Like the Pro’s: The NYU MUN Training Curriculum 

 


