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Crisis Director & Chair  
Welcome 
 
Welcome, delegates, to NATO. 
 
You’re about to enter into the proceedings of the Able Archer 83 exercise. From this point on, we ask 
you to prepare yourself for the worst - a nuclear war is possibly on the horizon and we need to be 
ready for anything that the USSR may throw at us. You all were chosen because you represent the best 
that NATO has to offer. It is up to you all to determine the course of our exercise - how will you 
protect the Western world from probable nuclear threat? 
 
My name is Eileen Wang, and I am honored to be serving as your chair for JCC Able Archer 83: 
NATO. I am currently a junior studying Accounting and Marketing in the Stern School of Business, 
and I have been involved in Model UN since my junior year in high school. Last year, I was the vice 
chair of EmpireMUNC IV’s JCC Bond: MI6 committee. Hopefully, this committee will be even better 
than the last, and I look forward to seeing what ideas you all will have to spice up debate.  
 
Your Crisis Director is James Lei, who will ensure that your will is properly conveyed to the vast 
number of soldiers and citizens who serve under you. James Lei is currently studying Business & 
Technology Management as well as Computer Science at the Tandon School of Engineering. Last 
year, he served as an Assistant Crisis Director to EmpireMUNC IV’s MI6 committee. In addition to 
staffing your committee, James serves as the Training Coordinator for the NYUMUN Travel Team 
and competes regularly on the college circuit. Whether you’re new to EmpireMUNC or you’re a 
returning delegate, we’re extremely happy and excited to welcome you into this exciting time. 
 
NATO was formed in order to ensure world peace, and we are trusting you, the esteemed delegates, 
with this goal. I hope over the course of this conference you will be able to challenge yourself to think 
critically and develop your public speaking skills. More importantly, though, I hope you all have fun! 
If you have any questions before the conference, please feel free to reach out to either myself or James 
through our emails listed down below. We look forward to meeting you all this November. 

Eileen Wang 
Chair 
NATO –– Joint Crisis 
chair.nato.empiremuncv@gmail.com 

 

 

 
James Lei  
Crisis Director  
NATO –– Joint Crisis 
cd.nato.empiremuncv@gmail.com
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Core 
World War II 

There were a lot of deep rooted tensions in the years leading up to World War II. Due to 
various political movements including the fascist movements in Germany and Italy as well as the 
fierce nationalism in Japan, aggression by the countries that came to be known as Axis Powers 
was constantly on the rise. Prior to the start of World War II in 1939, there were two main 
factions of major world powers that began to form. As fascism continued to take a hold 
throughout the world (marked by the rise of regimes under leaders such as Adolf Hitler and 
Benito Mussolini), many Western nations began to feel pressured and threatened. In response, 
countries including the United States, the Soviet Union (USSR), the United Kingdom, and 
China, among others, formed the Allied Powers alliance. These two factions, the Allied and the 
Axis Powers, would eventually face off in World War II. During this time, these countries allied 
together in order to stop the imperial tendencies of Nazi Germany, the main force of the Axis 
Powers. Other countries involved, as mentioned, included the Empire of Japan and the Kingdom 
of Italy.   When considering the impact of World War II, it’s important to go beyond just the 
conflict and the chaos of the war. World War II was undeniably “one of the great watersheds of 
20th-century geopolitical history.”1 World War II was simultaneously a conflict that allowed the 
Allied Powers to curb the rise of fascism and an event that precipitated the growth of 
communism in several Asian countries in part due to the USSR’s influence. Due to the labor and 
resource shortages that resulted from the war, many people in developing countries looked 
towards communism as a source of hope. After the war, the various Allied Powers split due to 
their differences in ideology. Specifically, tensions began to increase between the United States 
and the USSR due to the spread of communism. The United States stands against the communist 
rule of the USSR –– media began to spread propaganda against the system in favor of free 
market economies and capitalism. This increasing tension led to several developments that 
would eventually become the Cold War. 
  

                                                
1 Royde-Smith, John Graham, and Thomas A. Hughes. “World War II.” Encyclopædia 
Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 27 Aug. 2018 
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The Marshall Plan and NATO (1948-1951)
 The North Atlantic Treaty Organization, also known as NATO, was formed in 1949 by 
the United States and many of its Western allies in response to the rise of the Soviet Union and 
communism. Though NATO marked the creation of a formal alliance between the Western 
Allies, informal alliance discussions began immediately following the fall of the Nazi Regime. 
To combat the devastation caused by World War II, Western European nations desperately 

needed allies and, above all, economic support –– 
the United States quickly fulfilled that demand. 
Led by Secretary of State George Marshall, the 
United States implemented the European Recovery 
Program, or the Marshall Plan, to rebuild the 
infrastructure and economies of Europe; to the 
United States, a strong European front is an 
extremely important buffer that is “vital to the 
prevention of communist expansion across the 
continent.”2 However, the USSR declined to 
participate in the plan, nor did it allow any of its 
satellite states in Eastern Europe to3participate, 
which led to a greater divide between Eastern and 
Western Europe. This propelled Western Europe’s 
desire for a stronger alliance between their nations.  
It’s clear that, even before negotiations began for 
the North Atlantic Treaty, Western European 
nations were already considering a collective 
security solution; this need prompted the signing of 

the Brussels Treaty in March 1948 by Great Britain, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, and 
Luxembourg. Similar to the alliances of World War II, their treaty includes mutual defense pacts: 
if any of the allied members of the treaty are attacked, all other member nations are required to 
help the defending ally in the conflict. While Western Europe continued to slowly recover, in 
large part due to aid from the Marshall Plan, the Truman Administration sought to strengthen 
military ties with those nations. This ultimately resulted in the passage of the Vandenberg 

                                                
2 “Milestones: 1945–1952 - Office of The Historian.” U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department 
of State 
3 “MarsHall Plan by Jakeyhakey - Infogram.” Create Infographics, Reports and Maps - Infogram 

US Aide to Europe (millions, USD)3 
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Resolution, a bill that called for “the United States to pursue ‘regional and other collective 
agreements’ for defense against communism.”4 
 Though the North Atlantic Treaty was signed in 1949, many sweeping changes and 
additions have occurred between the original treaty organization and the NATO of 1983, the 
most visible and prevalent change being the addition of new member states. The formation of the 
retaliatory Warsaw Pact in 1955 furthered the desire for a strong military alliance, and the United 
States soon adopted their infamous massive retaliation policy: if any member nation of the 
treaty organization is attacked, the US will retaliate with a large-scale nuclear attack. 

Warsaw Pact and the Iron Curtain5 
 The formation of NATO was a direct threat to the USSR’s regime. In retaliation, the 
USSR along with other Eastern bloc countries (Albania, Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Romania, and German Democratic Republic) formed the Warsaw Pact. Although there 
are many countries in the Warsaw Pact other than the USSR, the USSR essentially controls all 
functions of the faction. The Warsaw Pact created a similar union to that of NATO, though they 
stand for the protection of communism and the fight against capitalism.  
 The formation of NATO and the Warsaw Pact led to the division of Western and Eastern 
Europe, split between the Western ideologies (such as capitalism) and communism. This “wall” 
between the two hemispheres was coined the Iron Curtain. These two factions, NATO and the 
Warsaw Pact, are the key players in the Cold War. 
                                                
4 Patrick, John J. The Oxford Guide to the United States Government. Oxford University Press, 
2017. 
5 Kate Holland, 2018 

USSR, NATO and the Warsaw Pact, Current (1983)5
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Background of the Cold War 
 The Cold War is not an outright militaristic war, but a rising of tensions following World 
War II between the United States and the USSR. As mentioned prior, most of these reasons stem 
from a fear of communism as well as the increasing technological prowess of both nations. These 
ideological clashes have manifested on the fronts of other countries, including China, 
Afghanistan, as well as Cuba, to name a few. Both sides have reason for anger: in the decade 
following WWII, American media conducted Red Scare campaigns, positioning Western 
capitalism and government above the USSR’s communism. One of the popular phrases coined in 
the late 1950’s was “Better Dead than Red!”, a representation of the extremely negative way that 
the United States views communism.6 On the flip side, the Soviet people were angry at Great 
Britain and the US’s lack of reinforcement during the Second World War, leading to the deaths 
of millions of their citizens. 
 With the hostility increasing between these two countries, the possibility of a nuclear war 
grew ever more imminent. Below 
are several notable instances which 
led to the escalation of tensions and 
brought the two countries closer to 
nuclear war.  
 
Chinese Civil War (1946-
1949/50)7 
 The Chinese War began in 
1946 when the Nationalist Party and 
Chinese Communist Party clashed to 
take control of China. The 
Nationalist Party, led by Jiang 
Jieshi, represented traditional 
Chinese interests, while the 

                                                
6 “Encyclopedia of Cold War Politics.” Encyclopedia of Cold War Politics, by Brandon Toropov, 
Facts On File, 2000, pp. 16. 
7 Chinese Civil War. 
www.usma.edu/history/SiteAssets/SitePages/Chinese%20Civil%20War/ChineseCivilWar05.gif. 
 

China at the End of WWII7 
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Communist Party, led by Mao Zedong, fought for modern communism, like the style of that in 
the USSR.  

With the capture of Beijing by the Communist Party, Mao Zedong created the People’s 
Republic of China. Jiang Jieshi and the remaining Nationalist Party were forced to retreat to 
Taiwan, creating the Republic of China there instead.  

During this war, the USSR chose to back their communist allies, whereas the US mainly 
provided supplies to the Nationalist Party. Although these two countries did not directly interfere 
with the war and instead chose to act more as third party mediators, due to the nature of their 
support, this event marked the beginning of tensions between the USSR and the Western powers. 
 
Korean War (1950-1953) 

The Korean War was the first proxy war between the United States and the Soviet Union. 
Similar to the Chinese War, the Korean War was split between the Communist North and the 
Democratic South. In this war, both Communist China and the USSR chose to support North 
Korea, whereas the Western bloc (including the United Nations) chose to assist the South. 
Korean War involvement by the United States was due, in part, to the domino theory, a belief 
that if one area (in this case South Korea) fell into communist rule, then more nations would also 

fall into the grasps of 
communism. With this 
mindset, the United States 
decidedly chose to continue to 
pursue these proxy wars to 
prevent the dominos from 
falling. In retaliation, 
communist countries began to 
assemble against the Western 
bloc, sparking the beginnings 
of the ideological war 
between the West and the 
USSR.8 

Space Race Begins (1957) 
 In order to prove which country was the greater technological superpower, the United 
States and the USSR launched into a space race, essentially a race to see whose scientists could 

                                                
8 www.mapmania.org/static/map/original/phases_of_the_korean_war_1950-1953_60462.jpg. 

Phases of the Korean War8 
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figure out how to reach space first. However, much to the shock of the people of the United 
States, the USSR was the first to launch a satellite into space, named the Sputnik. Because of this 
event, the American people grew more wary about the technological capabilities in the USSR, 
especially during the Cold War when nuclear warfare was a very real possibility. 
 In response to this defeat, the United States pumped more resources into discovering how 
to send humans to the moon, launching the Apollo missions. Through these missions, the United 
States was not only able to send the first astronauts to orbit the moon, but they were able to send 
the first man to walk on the moon in 1969.  
 The Space Race represented the technological battle between the United States, a key 
player in NATO, and the USSR, though its implications are not simply limited to space. The 
increasing technological strength of both powerhouses makes it clear that both countries want to 
best each other, even in a possible arms race. 

Berlin Wall  
 After the end of World War II in 1945, the Allies held conferences in Yalta and Potsdam 
to decide the fate of Germany. Following much debate and negotiation, they agreed to divide 
Germany into four allied occupation zones; the Eastern portion was given to the Soviet Union, 
and the three Western portions were divided between the United States, the United Kingdom, 
and France.9 Even though it is almost entirely within the Soviet Union’s designated occupation 
zone, Berlin is still split in half as a result of the Yalta and Potsdam agreements. The existence of 
West Berlin, a conspicuously capitalist city deep within communist East Germany, “[sticks] like 
a bone in the Soviet throat,” as Soviet leader Nikita Khrushchev put it.10 In 1948, the Russians 
initiated a blockade around Berlin in order to try to push the western Allies out; however, the 
United States and its allies supported their occupation zones from the air in an event known as 
the Berlin Airlift. Over more than a year, the Western allies delivered more than 2.3 million tons 
of food, fuel, and other goods to West Berlin and the Soviets called off the blockade in 1949.11

 The Berlin Wall, called the Berliner Mauer in German, is a barrier erected around the 
West Berlin area that prevents access for people from East Berlin and other adjacent areas of 
Eastern Germany. The erection of the Berlin Wall was largely retaliatory –– between 1949 and 
1961, around 2.5 million East Germans fled from their homes due to the poor living conditions.12 

                                                
9 “Cold War: Berlin Wall” History.com, A&E Television Networks. 
10 Ibid. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Royde-Smith, John Graham, and Thomas A. Hughes. “Berlin Wall” Encyclopædia Britannica, 
Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 27 Aug. 2018 
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In response, East Germany (under control of the Soviet Union) permanently closed off the 
border. The Berlin Wall came to mirror the Cold War’s division in ideology and power. 
 
U-2 Incident (1960) 

During the time prior to the U-2 incident, both the United States and USSR were 
continuously sending spies to conduct espionage missions on one another in order to ensure that 
they would be prepared in case the other took military action. However, in one such spy mission 
conducted by the United States, the USSR shot down the American U-2 spy plane and captured 
the pilot, Gary Powers, convicting him in the USSR. Because of this, the United States was 
forced to admit that they had indeed been spying on the Soviets, a fact which the USSR only 
emphasized by extensively covering Powers on Soviet television.13 Although Powers was 
intended to be held for 10 years before being released, he was only held for two as the United 
States and USSR engaged in the spy swap in exchange for captured Soviet agent Rudolf Abel. 

This not only served to further escalate tensions between the two countries, but it also 
made it very obvious that both countries are afraid of one another, unsure what either will do. 
This event highlights the distrust that both countries have for one another, and many argue 
whether the fault was actually of the USSR or of the US instead. Because of this incident, the 
summit originally planned in Paris for Dwight Eisenhower, the president of the United States, 
and Nikita Khrushchev, leader of the Soviet Union, to meet with other world leaders quickly fell 
to pieces. Khrushchev walked out only hours after the summit began, proclaiming he could not 
work with the United States to engage in diplomatic discussion. 

 
Cuban Missile Crisis (1962) 
 The Cuban Missile Crisis is arguably one of the moments in which the US and USSR 
were closest to actual nuclear war. After Fidel Castro, the former leader of Cuba, agreed to ally 
with the Soviet Union, the USSR consistently sent the country supplies and weaponry, including 
a ballistic missile photographed by a U-2 plane flying over Cuba. The missiles were stationed 
only 90 miles away from the Florida coastline, so it was only natural that the United States grew 
wary as to why the USSR would need to station a nuclear missile that was able to strike the 
eastern portion of the United States easily if need be.  
 On the other hand, Khrushchev was also wary about the multiple nuclear weapons that 
the US had stationed in nearby Western Europe and Turkey. Up to this point, the United States 
were clearly dominant in nuclear power compared to the USSR, and the USSR saw placing these 
missiles in Cuba as a way to level the playing field.  

                                                
13 Cold War, by Reg Grant, Britannica Digital Learning, 2012, pp. 22 



 

 10 

During this time, the then-president John F. Kennedy called together a group of advisors, 
called the ExCom, in order to determine the best action to take in this situation. Eventually, the 
Kennedy administration decided to announce the presence of the missiles to the American 
people, stating that they created a blockade between the United States and Cuba. They also stated 
that the United States was not afraid to take military action against the USSR if they did launch 
the missiles. Citizens of both countries were preparing for a nuclear war, awaiting the USSR 
response to the United States’ declaration.  

Khrushchev eventually sent Kennedy a letter proposing a US promise not to invade Cuba 
in exchange for removing the missiles. The United States accepted these terms, though in 
private, they also agreed to remove their missiles from Turkey, a proposal made by Khrushchev 
in a second letter that was ignored by the United States initially before brokering the original 
deal.  
 Although the deal ended in an agreement between the two countries, it showed the world 
that nuclear war was a real possibility. However, the Soviets also took this as a sign to invest in 
even more nuclear weapons that could reach the US from the USSR in case the need would ever 
arise, despite both countries signing a treaty related to weapons after this incident.  
 
Vietnam War (1955-1975) 

The Vietnamese War was a prolonged conflict between the communist North Vietnam 
government and the government of South Vietnam. The war was partially a manifestation of the 
Cold War. North Vietnam desired to unify the entire country under communist reign, while 
South Vietnam, which viewed the United States as their principal ally, sought to align their 
values with Western ones. In wanting to preserve democracy where Soviet influence threatened 
to impose its beliefs, the US supplied South Vietnam with American troops and supplies.14  

The war claimed many lives, killing about 2 million civilians on both opposing sides, 1.1 
million North Vietnamese and Viet Cong fighters, and around 200,000-250,000 South 
Vietnamese soldiers. Approximately 58,000 American soldiers perished15 on the battlefield. Due 
to the increasing unpopularity of the Vietnam War following the loss of US soldiers, the US was 
unstable due to internal division regarding US engagement in Vietnam. Following the events of 
the Tet Offensive, which was a coordinated series of North Vietnamese attacks on more than 100 
cities and outposts in South Vietnam to strike down American morale, President Nixon removed 
troops back home in 1973. 

                                                
14 “Vietnam War.” Britannica, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2010. 
15 “Soviet Invasion of Afghanistan” Britannica, Encyclopaedia Britannica, 2010. 
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 With the United States withdrawn from the 
war, the communist North Vietnam seized their 
victory and turned the country into the Socialist 
Republic of Vietnam. A mass exodus of loyal 
South Vietnamese in 1975 followed the victory of 
North Vietnam, as an enormous wave of people 
attempted to flee the economic restructuring of the 
newly communist country. 
 Overall, the Vietnam War was a victory for 
not only North Vietnam, but also for the Soviet 
Union as another country fell to communist regime. 
The war had an incredible, negative impact on 
Western morale and made war an unfavorable 
subject in the United States. 16 
 
Soviet-Afghan War (1979-Present) 
 Afghanistan’s close proximity to the Soviet 
Union makes it an easy target of influence and 
subject to intervention. In December of 1979, the 
Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan to support the 
Afghan communist government against the anti-
communist Muslim guerrillas in the Afghan war.  
 In April of 1978, the central government 
was overthrown by a leftist military party. The 
remaining power was split between two Marxist-
Leninist Parties, and the two groups (the People’s 
and the Banner parties) created a very strong bond 
with the Soviet Union, resulting in communist 
reformations and ruthless oppositional purges that 
are vastly opposed by the general public, who are 
devout Muslim. However, USSR intervention knocked the People’s president out of power, and 
now a Banner party president to heads the government. 
 The United States backs the mujahideen, Islamic rebel groups, in an attempt to rid the 
country of its communist (and more specifically, Soviet) hold. Though the Afghan army seems to 

                                                
16 https://cdn.britannica.com/29/78729-004-5F1F00C3.gif 

Vietnam War Theatre16 
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be of little use, the Soviet army holds most of the government together by bombing areas where 
civilians support the mujahideen. These citizens, a total of about 4.3 million people, take asylum 
in Pakistan and Iran. The United States continues to support the mujahideen with weapons and 
supplies despite their fragmented army.  

The United States is deeply infuriated due to the USSR’s direct action in this war, a direct 
change from the previous proxy wars in which the two nations merely supported opposing sides. 
The Soviet-Afghan War marks a very decisive turning point: both countries are willing to use 
force to support their ideologies if need be.   
 
1980 Olympics 
 In 1980, when Carter was nearing the end of his presidential term, he announced that the 
United States would boycott the 1980 Olympics which were to be held in in Moscow. Although 
many were against this action in America out of pity for the athletes that were supposed to go to 
the Olympics, it was widely understood that Carter’s action represented the United States stance 
against communism and the actions of the USSR in Afghanistan. 
 This boycott was largely driven by the issues the United States had with the USSR’s 
involvement in the Soviet-Afghan War. Carter originally gave the USSR until February 20, 1980 
to withdraw troops from Afghanistan, but the Soviets failed to comply. In addition, Carter 
enacted an embargo, preventing grain and information technology from being shipped to the 
USSR to further pressure the country. Several other countries including Japan, West Germany, 
and Canada agreed to also boycott the games, but many of the United States’ big allies refused, 
such as Great Britain and France.  
 
Election and Presidency of Ronald Reagan 
 This escalation of tensions ended the previous détente, when it had just seemed that the 
Cold War tensions were beginning to thaw. This also coincided with the election of the new 
president, Ronald Reagan. Reagan is very anti-détente –– a stance his campaign platform was 
built on. In 1978, he famously remarked “Isn’t [détente] what a turkey has with his farmer until 
Thanksgiving Day?”17 Reagan’s administration has pushed for actions against the Soviet Union –
– increasing offensive measures against and throwing threats at the country, which the USSR has 
responded to negatively.  
 This March, Reagan enacted the Strategic Defense Initiative, otherwise known as “Star 
Wars”, a program designed to defend against ballistic missile strikes from other countries, 

                                                
17 “Ronald Reagan and The Cold War: A Summary.” History in an Hour, 14 Mar. 2013 
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thereby rendering the Soviet nuclear arsenal “impotent and obsolete.”18 The President’s plan is to 
fund scientific research to engineer a system that would allow the United States to form a 
defensive shield around itself using lasers and space- based technology. At this point in time, the 
scientific community views these goals as overly- ambitious and not technologically feasible.19  

Overall, Reagan’s proposal represents his desire to take strong military action against any 
threat from the USSR. Still, many citizens are not happy with this plan, sparking debate as to 
whether the United States should taunt a country that is fully capable of orchestrating a nuclear 
attack on it. 

 

History of Able Archer Exercises and 
Able Archer 83 
 Able Archer exercises are common military practices done by NATO. They are designed 
to prepare NATO to respond against a possible nuclear threat, both militaristically and 
intelligence-wise. These exercises are not supposed to be secret, and they occur regularly each 
year. 

However, none of these drills has been more publicized than Able Archer 83, the military 
exercise of 1983. Able Archer 83 is designed to specifically test the communication ability 
between the Allies in NATO in case of a nuclear strike. The drill will consist of a diplomatic 
dispute between the two sides of Germany leading into invasion of Soviet forces and finally a 
full scale nuclear invasion, but it is so realistic that the USSR has become increasingly suspicious 
of NATO’s true motivations for performing the exercise.  

At this point, the Soviets are already ready for whatever NATO will throw at them, 
especially after Reagan’s clear actions against their regime and the Strategic Defense Initiative 
launched prior. This paranoia held by the USSR makes the playing field leading into 1983’s Able 
Archer exercise an extremely dangerous situation to navigate. 
 

Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
 The Non-Proliferation Treaty, also known as the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons, is an international treaty, signed in 1968 by the United States, United 

                                                
18 Reagan, Ronald. Address to the Nation on Defense and National Security. Ronald Reagan 
Presidential Library, 23 Mar. 1983. 
19 Duric, Mira. The Strategic Defence Initiative: US Policy and the Soviet Union. Ashgate, 2003. 
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Kingdom, the USSR, and 59 other member states, that aims towards slowing down the spread of 
nuclear arms. Though the Non-Proliferation Treaty calls for states to forego developing nuclear 
weapons, nations that already possessed nuclear weapons were not required to give them up.20 
Though there was no process implemented to enforce compliance amongst signatories, the 
implication upon signing this international treaty was that the signatory would actively attempt to 
curb the spread of nuclear arms. However, violators and enemies are not strictly punished over 
this Treaty (amongst other disagreements) due to the threat of mutually assured destruction. Due 
to the sheer firepower and destructive capability of the nuclear warheads, world leaders for the 
first time had to consider the possibility of mutually assured destruction in which the destruction 
of one country would mean an equal retaliatory response against the initial attacker. 
 

Main Intelligence Groups: CIA and KGB 
 The CIA and KGB are very important players in the Cold War –– they act as the 
intelligence groups for the United States and the Soviet Union respectively. Both intelligence 
groups were created during the period of the Cold War to not only act as sort of national security 
forces but also to conduct espionage against rival countries. Both were instrumental in the 
counterintelligence efforts made during the Cold War. 
 The CIA was established in 1947 under the National Security Act. Its original 
responsibilities included discovering intelligence and determining a level of national security. 
However, because of their utility uncovering information about the USSR, the CIA eventually 
gained full control and funding to operate independently from the national government, under the 
requirement that the CIA take full responsibility for all their actions.  
 The KGB, on the other hand, was initially created in 1954, made to act as a sort of “secret 
police,” department of national defense, as well as intelligence force. Like the CIA, the KGB 
was mainly responsible for counterintelligence against the United States, its spies infamous for 
the amount of information they dug up during the Cold War.  
 

The Two Ideologies 
 In order to understand the hatred that permeates the Cold War, it is important to 
understand what drives the citizens to support this conflict. At their core, both capitalism and 
communism are economic theories that relate how consumers (the citizens) interact with the 

                                                
20 Freedman, Lawrence D. “Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons.” Encyclopædia Britannica, Encyclopædia Britannica, Inc., 24 June 2018 
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various markets and producers. In simplified terms, capitalism is a system in which goods and 
services are owned by private individuals or businesses and sold to the consumers via an 
exchange of currency. Communism, on the other hand, insists that private markets are only a 
way to exploit the laborers (the proletariat) and that the only way to achieve true equality is to 
overthrow the exploiters (the bourgeoisie) and replace private property with public ownership 
and communal control.  
 In 1848, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels published a political pamphlet titled The 
Communist Manifesto. In this pamphlet, they detailed the necessity of and method by which the 
proletariat could break their metaphorical chains and overthrow the ruling class. Though it did 
not gain a lot of traction immediately, communism swelled in influence due to the massive, 
worldwide devastation caused by the two world wars. In developing countries such as China and 
the Soviet Union, a large majority of citizens live below what many would consider to be the 
poverty level. As a result, those without a significant amount of resources felt more drawn 
towards the classless utopia that Marx and Engels described. However, none of the countries that 
declared themselves to be communist countries have been able to fully complete the process, as 
all of them refused to dissolve the government as the Manifesto would stipulate. 
 Inversely, the United States continued to resist the growth and spread of communism for 
several major reasons. The United States, following the implementation of the Marshall Plan, 
experienced an unexpected amount of economic growth due to rapidly rising exports. As a result, 
the standard of living for nearly all Americans significantly improved. Because the American 
standard of living was higher at the time, there were fewer workers who dreamed of the classless 
communist utopia. Another major cause was that the Communist Party in the United States 
served both as a perfect enemy for propaganda and as an organization loyal to the USSR. Joseph 
McCarthy, a former American Senator, alleged that there were many communist, Soviet spies 
who infiltrated the federal government, whipping the public into a frenzy. Due to all of these 
factors, communism would not come to gain the traction that it did in Eastern part of the world. 
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Specialized 
Operation RYaN 

Operation RYaN (РЯН), the Russian acronym for Raketno Yadernoye Napadenie 
(Ракетно ядерное нападение) or “nuclear missile attack” was initiated in May 1981 by Yuri 
Andropov, former chairman of the KGB. The operation was a military intelligence program 
launched by the USSR due to the fear that an offensive by the NATO’s member states, especially 
the United States, is imminent. RYaN was predated by the Institute for Intelligence Problems, 
organized and managed by the KGB’s First Chief Directorate, which was instructed to develop 
“new intelligence concepts.”21 Through this operation, the “foreign intelligence branches of the 
Soviet KGB and the East German Ministry of State Security launched a combined effort to 
develop a system for detecting signs of an impending western nuclear first strike.”22 According 
to an anonymous East German intelligence chief, the United States’s numerous options in 
launching a catastrophic war precipitated the need for these defense systems. After 1979, the 
Soviet leadership grew increasingly nervous about a potential nuclear attack.23 
 Oleg Gordievsky, a spy who has dispelled much of the mystery surrounding Operation 
RYaN, describes the program as “a vicious circle of intelligence collection and assessment.”24 
Moscow requires Soviet Intelligence operatives to report on everything they find that could be 
considered even slightly suspicious –– even if intelligence operatives themselves believe the 
information to be faulty. Because of this, Moscow’s anxiety over the potential of a US nuclear 
attack has grown exponentially, and they thus demand even more information regarding any and 
all potential signs of attack.  
 

The Nuclear Arms Race 
The nuclear arms race throughout the Cold War is a competition for nuclear supremacy 

between the United States, the USSR, and their various allies. Though many of the allies on both 
sides of the conflict have developed their own warheads, no one country has been able to 
stockpile a nuclear arsenal even comparable to the two superpowers. Some consider the arms 

                                                
21 “Forecasting Nuclear War.” Wilson Center, 29 Sept. 2016. 
22 Ibid. 
23 Ibid. 
24 Ibid. 
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race to have started even before the conclusion of World War II, when former General Secretary 
Joseph Stalin was informed, but not surprised about the American Manhattan Project. Others 
simply believe that the nuclear arms race began when the Cold War did in 1947. 
 The warhead development race started in earnest with the first post-war nuclear test, the 
United States’s Operation Crossroads in 1946.25 These tests were the first public nuclear tests 
that were announced beforehand; their primary goal was to evaluate the impact of nuclear arms 
on naval warships. Though American experts at the time were confident that the Soviet Union 
would not possess nuclear arms before the 1950s, the Soviet Union shocked the world the world 
just three years later in 1949 by detonating their first nuclear bomb, the First Lightning.26 
Several years later, both nations earnestly began the development of hydrogen bombs (rather 
than the formerly used plutonium bombs). After detonating their first hydrogen bombs in 1952 
and 1955 respectively, both the United States and the Soviet Union worked on the creation of 
delivery vehicles for their quickly growing stockpiles. 
 The first delivery vehicles developed for these highly specialized bombs were in the form 
of missiles, namely the medium-range ballistic missiles and the intermediate-range ballistic 
missiles (IRBMs). After the technology developed to accommodate progressively longer ranges, 
the first intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBMs) was launched on August 21, 1957 by the 
Soviet Union in the form of the R-7, the same missile that would later launch Sputnik into Orbit. 
Though all of the individual parts of the nuclear missile had been thoroughly tested, neither side 
was willing to test an ICBM equipped with a live warhead. The United States has approximately 
11,000 nuclear warheads which collectively equate to approximately 4,100 megatons of energy; 
the Soviet Union has approximately 10,000 nuclear warheads that equate to a megatonnage of 
8,200.27 Through the development of advanced nuclear weapon delivery systems (such as 
nuclear submarines), both Cold War superpowers have second strike capabilities, meaning that 
they are each now able to launch a devastating retaliatory attack even after suffering from a 
nuclear assault. 28 
 

 
                                                
25 “Operation Crossroads.” Atomic Heritage Foundation, 1 July 2014. 
26 “'RDS-1' Test on 29 August 1949, Semipalatinsk:The Soviet Unions' First Nuclear Test.” 1 
March 1954 - Castle Bravo: CTBTO Preparatory Commission 
27 Gerald Segal, The Simon & Schuster Guide to the World Today, (Simon & Schuster, 1987), p. 
82; Edwin Bacon, Mark Sandle, "Brezhnev Reconsidered", Studies in Russian and East 
European History and Society (Palgrave Macmillan, 2003) 
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Treaties 
Eventually, as the Cold War drew on, the United States and the Soviet Union entered a 

period of reduced conflict in which both sides first slowed down the creation of nuclear 
warheads and later began reducing their stockpiles. In 1958, both superpowers informally agreed 
to suspend their nuclear testing; this didn’t last long, however, as the Soviets tested a nuclear 
warhead in 1961 and the United States conducted several nuclear tests afterwards. That being 
said, both sides agreed that something needed to be done to slowly reduce tensions and so they, 
along with the United Kingdom, eventually signed the Limited Test Ban Treaty (LTBT) on 
October 10, 1963.29 This treaty stipulated that all signatories must halt all “atmospheric, 
underwater, and outer space nuclear tests” but permits underground nuclear tests. Since its initial 
signing, 113 additional countries have signed the treaty.30 Later treaties had similar difficulties in 
cooling the tension between the United States and the Soviet Union. For example, the SALT I 
Treaty signed in May of 1972 limited the number of Anti-Ballistic Missile (ABM) sites to two 
and froze each country’s number of intercontinental ballistic missiles (ICBMs); however, the 
treaty does not account for the possibility of fitting more nuclear warheads on a single ballistic 
missile.31 This loophole led to the eventual development of the multiple-independently targetable 
re-entry vehicle (MIRV) technology which allows single missiles to hold multiple nuclear 
missiles that to be launched individually mid-flight. Similarly, the SALT II treaty, signed on 
June 18, 1979, sought to again limit both sides’ nuclear arms but ended just a year later when the 
Soviet Union invaded Afghanistan. 

 

Major NATO Players 
 NATO was founded by 12 member states: Belgium, Canada, Denmark, France, Iceland, 
Italy, Luxembourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Portugal, the United Kingdom, and the United 
States. However, out of these 12, the only ones who have nuclear capabilities are the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and France. These three players are arguably the most influential 
countries in NATO due to their nuclear strength and general militaristic power. 
 

                                                
29 Smith, Myles. 15 Dec. 2014 
30  Ibid. 
31 Britannica, The Editors of Encyclopaedia. “Strategic Arms Limitation Talks.” Encyclopædia 
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United States 
 A global superpower, The United States’ military is one of the strongest in the world, 
only contested by that of the USSR. The United States was the first country to possess nuclear 
bombs, a result of the Manhattan Project during World War II due to fears that Nazi Germany 
was also developing their own nuclear bombs. The US has continued to develop these weapons 
in case of a nuclear strike from the USSR, although after the bombing of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, there is much more public backlash against utilizing these weapons.  
 Economically, the United States is also thriving; its gross national product (a measure of 
all product produced in the country) jumped from $200 million in 1940 to over $500 million in 
1960. This effectively increased the size of the middle class, allowing more Americans to access 
commoditized goods and live comfortably, especially after the Great Depression just decades 
earlier. Large companies that worked in various industries gave way to a more robust economy, 
leading to a boom of white collar careers, a stark contrast from previous industrial jobs. More 
middle class families moved into suburbs, a newly coined term for developing neighborhoods 
surrounding cities that were more economical for young people who wished to start a big family. 
These suburbs economically developed and businesses moved into these developments, 
improving consumerism and revenue growth. 

United Kingdom 
 Unlike the United States, the United Kingdom has a long standing rivalry with the USSR 
(and Russia), stemming from the USSR’s imperialistic tendencies compounded by the two 
countries’ ideological differences. Winston Churchill, Prime Minister of the UK during World 
War II and part of the Cold War, drove anti-communist sentiment within the country, as he was 
very outspoken about the dangers of the ideology and often spread his opinions to his allies in 
the US. During WWII, Churchill often criticized Stalin and did not trust him, influencing 
President Harry Truman to feel the same. Churchill famously spoke about the iron curtain 
which divided the Soviet East from the Western bloc, a speech that supposedly influenced 
Truman’s own doctrine which solidified the divide between the two parts of Europe. Churchill 
felt by developing this bond with the United States, they could put on a stronger stance against 
communism and stop Stalin in the process. This bond was mutually beneficial for the two 
countries, with the US providing economic support for the burgeoning UK economy to help fight 
in the Greek Civil War while the UK provided to the US manpower and land closer to Russian 
soil if need be.  
 When Margaret Thatcher rose to Prime Minister in 1979, the British stance grew fiercer 
against the USSR. Nicknamed aptly the Iron Lady, she made it a goal of hers to end the Cold 
War and see to it that communism does not spread. Although she was popular due to her brutally 
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honest speeches and outwardly aggressive manner, her anti-communist stances were not very 
popular in the United Kingdom, but as the curtain opened into 1983, Reagan and Thatcher stood 
hand in hand with strong intent to end the communist system in the USSR, ending détente.  

 France 
 Despite France’s status as a founding member of NATO, France played a more unique 
role in comparison to the US and UK during the Cold War. Ravaged by World War II, the 
France received economic aid from the US to rebuild and restructure itself. However, France 
spent a portion of this money developing their military to support anti-communist regimes as 
well as ensuring that their colonies remained under their control. Because of these actions, the 
United States and France had a more strained relationship, which was further strained when 
France decided to enact their nuclear weapons program. Although the United States declined to 
help due to fear that France would use these weapons to further control Vietnam and Algeria 
(two of their colonies) and were, in general, against nuclear proliferation, in 1958, the French, 
led by Charles De Gaulle, went ahead to develop these weapons anyways (called the force de 
frappe) in order to take away the arms monopoly currently held by the British and the 
Americans. Furthermore, in 1966, France chose to withdraw from NATO’s Integrated Military 
Command Structures to form their own militaristic power, in part over their disagreements with 
the United States over how to handle Vietnam (the French believed the US was not capable 
enough in aiding the rebellion) as well as their desire to move past the Anglo-American 
influence. 

 
 
 


