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Welcome Delegates!

My name is Lily Ge and I’m so excited to serve as your Chair this EmpireMUNC V! For a little 
bit about me, I’m currently a first-year at New York University, studying Neural Science. I am a 
member of the NYU’s competition Travel Team, and will also be Chairing NYUMUNC, NYU’s 
collegiate conference, in the spring as part of the General Crisis committee, the Commonwealth of 
Independent States. I was lucky to get the chance to take part in MUN from the very beginning of high 
school, as both a delegate and a Chair, and continue into college. In fact, as a high schooler, I too was a 
delegate in EmpireMUNC, so I know what is like to be in your shoes. I loved my experiences at this 
conference, and I remember it still as being one of the most challenging, memorable, and rewarding 
experiences I have ever had. But the hours of debate may only be a blur when compared to the brilliant, 
amazing people that I have met during this conference and various others who, although they may have 
been my most avid opponents during committee, have turned out to be lifelong friends. They have 
expanded my points of view, ways of thinking, and how I interpret the world. I am honored to serve as 
part of the UNHCR’s dais, and will work to try and make sure your EmpireMUNC experience is just as 
special as mine was (and still is).

Serving alongside with me as Moderator is Hannah Chang. Hannah hails from Taipei, Taiwan, 
and is currently a sophomore in the Steinhardt School of Human Development studying Applied 
Psychology and Communications. We’d like to welcome all of you to the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR), where you will have the chance to engage in heated debate and 
honest, open discussion over some of the world’s most pressing issues. Most of all, our entire dais is 
looking forward to meeting all of you and hearing your stances on these issues: the two topics at hand, 
Ending Statelessness for Refugees (Topic A) and the Syrian Emergency (Topic B). 

We have worked tirelessly to craft an opportunity for thoughtful discussions during each 
committee session on very pressing matters that have rippling consequences for the world stage. Before 
you arrive, this committee will require that delegates to submit a one-page position paper in order to 
fully prepare and participate in proceedings and be eligible for awards. The content of position paper 
submissions are to depend on your assigned country roles. Both topics of  discussion must be written 
on one page, with 1.15 spacing and 12-point font. There will be an award for best position paper as 
well. Papers are due by 11:59 PM on November 13th, 2018. Please submit all position papers to 
the email below either in a PDF or Word format.

If you have any questions about the topics, the conference, or Model UN in general, do not 
hesitate to reach out to me at the email below as well!

Regards,

Lily Ge
Chair, United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees
EmpireMUNC V
chair.unhcr.empiremuncv@gmail.com 

Welcome Letter

mailto:chair.unhcr.empiremuncv@gmail.com
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Committee Introduction  
The United Nations High Commission for Refugees, also known as the UN Refugee             

Agency, is a program created under the United Nations to protect displaced and stateless              
communities and people. The program aims to help assist these people in the repatriation,              
integration, and resettlement of their lives in new countries.  

The UNHCR began its work on January 1st, 1951, right after World War II (WWII). Its                
first task was to help repatriate the millions of displaced Europeans as a result of the War. The                  
International Refugee Organization (IRO) was founded in 1947 and was the first international             
organization to deal specifically with the rights of refugees. Preceding this agency was the              
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, which was established in 1944. In            
1952, the IRO ceased its operations and was replaced by the UNHCR, despite the fact that the                 
UNHCR had only intended to operate for three years as a response to the millions of people                 
displaced by the war. The UNHCR’s mission is to “provide, on a non-political and humanitarian               
basis, international protection to refugees and to seek permanent solutions for them.”  1

After its establishment, it became clear that the refugee crisis was not restricted to Europe               
and WWII. Since then, the UNHCR has been involved in coordinating help in response to the                
uprisings in Hungary in 1956, as well as the decolonization in Africa in 1960 that triggered large                 
refugee movements. The UNHCR envisions a fundamental change in the way refugees are             
supported and protected. The organization foresees an environment where refugees and stateless            
people can belong to self-reliant, empowered, and resilient communities. 

 
Fig 1. UNHCR Rally (taken in Geneva on June 20, 2016) URL here. 

1 Mission Statement. UNHCR - the United Nations Refugee Agency. URL here 
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Topic A: Ending Statelessness  
Historical Background 

The League of Nations was established after World War I (WWI) in order to establish               
world peace. It provided Nansen passports, a type of identification accepted by most countries, to               
stateless refugees during this time. However, despite the creation of the League, WWII once              
again disrupted prosperity and attempts to rebuild. The war not only cost over sixty million               
people their lives, but also displaced millions more. This displacement contributed to widespread             
statelessness seen even today. In the Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons,              
ECOSOC proposed that research on the problem of denationalization be conducted; the findings             
of the study of statelessness people by the UN brought on three main conventions: 1) the                
Convention relating to the Status of Refugees; 2) the Convention relating to the Status of               
Stateless Persons; and 3) the Convention on Reduction of Statelessness. Under the Convention             

relating to the Status of Stateless Persons, the official         
definition of a stateless person is defined as “someone who          
is not considered as a national by any state under the           
operation of its law.” After three years, the General         2

Assembly drafted the Universal Declaration on Human       
Rights which was adopted in 1948. Both Article 14 and          
Article 15 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights         
guaranteed the rights to asylum and nationality, and thus         
the world began to take notice of the issue of  statelessness.  
 
(left) Fig 2. Global Trends Forced Displacement in 2015 (UNHCR)          
URL here  
 

The disintegration of the Austro-Hungarian,     
German, and Ottoman empires after their defeat in WWI         
led to the establishment of new states such as         

Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Yugoslavia, as well as the restoration of the former state of Poland.              
Likewise, the simultaneous adjustment of many international borders in the area affected by the              
conflict led to a notable growth in the population of stateless persons. The following decades               3

were characterized by more violence than ever before, and the number of displaced people              
continued to grow. Although some people were able to return to their own nations after the                
turbulence, over 15 million people were still displaced. Germans from Czechoslovakia, Hungary,            
Poland, the Soviet Union, and Yugoslavia were forced to move to Austria or back to Germany.                
The Soviet Union’s annexation of the eastern portion of Poland also resulted in the massive               

2 Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons. UNHCR URL Here 
3 The State of the World’s Refugees UNHCR URL here 
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transfer and expulsion of Ukrainians, which meant that they were forced to settle in areas that                
were newly acquired from Germany, expelling its native inhabitants. These and other mass             
population movements involved not only the physical displacement of people, but also the issue              
of transferring nationalities and citizenship rights. 

Since 2003, over 4 million people have received eligible nationalities in their new             
countries, with 12 countries having drafted legislation to remove gender discrimination from            
their nationality granting processes. However, many millions of people remain stateless globally.            
For example, Myanmar’s Rakhine state is under global scrutiny as the state only allows a certain                
ethnic group to claim citizenship, which has caused more than one million people to become               
stateless. In Europe, the dissolution of nations has also led to the statelessness of approximately               4

600,000 people. There are four main causes for statelessness, which include gaps in nationality              
laws, discrimination, creation of new states, and a loss of nationality. As a result, the United                
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees initiated the “#IBelong” campaign, and created the            
Global Action Plan to End Statelessness 2014-2024.  

Current Situation 

 
Figure 3. Map of regions under UNHCR statelessness mandates. UNHCR URL here 

Today, more than ten million people around the world are denied a nationality; as a               5

result, they are unable to receive an education, healthcare, legal marriages, among many other              
basic human rights. One of the most extreme cases of statelessness currently is in West Africa,                
where the estimated stateless population of Côte d’Ivoire numbers about 700,000 (most of whom              

4 “Myanmar Rohingya: What you need to know about the crisis” BBC News. URL here  
5 Ending Statelessness. UNHCR URL Here 
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are of Burkinabé descent). They were considered ineligible for the Ivorian nationality after the              6

country gained independence from France in the 1960s. In another case, more than 800,000              
Rohingya in Myanmar have been (and still are) refused a nationality due to an 1982 citizenship                
law, which prohibits stateless people from receiving care from public hospitals, and therefore             
restricting them to rely on private clinics (which are much more expensive) or to overwhelm               
non-profit organizations with limited resources and locations. Overall, what these situations           7

have in common is the direct role the government has assumed in preventing populations from               
gaining rightful citizenship.  

Additionally, children make up one-third of the global stateless population. Referred to as             
the ‘invisible kids’ by the UNHCR, this issue stems from parents unable to register births               
officially, causing children to be born ‘non-people’ under the government. In Lebanon, the             
UNHCR found through a survey that 78% of new births by Syrian refugees were not registered                
with national authorities since their arrival to Lebanon. A program that the UNHCR has              
implemented in tandem with the United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund           
(UNICEF) works with governments on a campaign to increase awareness regarding and to             
explain the steps that refugees must take to obtain proper documentation and certification.             
Attending school and receiving an education is also a large risk for children––without proper ID,               
each day, they risk being arrested, detained, and separated from their families. In Myanmar, only               
4.8% of stateless girls and 16.8% stateless boys receive an education, as compared to 40% and                
62%, respectively, for citizens.  

There have been a few instances around the world that demonstrate successful resolutions             
to statelessness through political means. However, one triumphant example of citizen-driven           
change is from Brazil. Before 2007, children born to Brazilian parents outside of the country               
were unable to achieve Brazilian nationality unless they went back to live in Brazil. This law                8

sparked the “Brasileirinhos Apatridá”, a civil-society movement aimed to overturn this           
regulation. The demonstrations caught the Brazilian government’s attention and achieved legal           
reform. The Brazilian government acceded to the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of             
Statelessness, a document created by the United Nations Conference on the Elimination or             
Reduction of Future Statelessness.  
 
  

6 Statelessness Around the World. UNHCR. URL here 
7 Ending Statelessness within 10 Years. UNHCR URL Here 
8 Resolving Existing Major Situations of Statelessness. UNHCR. URL here 
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Case Studies 
Myanmar 

The Rohingya are Muslim Indo-Aryan-speaking people who reside in the Rakhine State,            
a region within Myanmar, and are among the most persecuted refugee groups in the world. The                9

Rohingya people were not granted citizenship in Myanmar under the 1982 Citizenship Law,             
which declared the Rohingya “non-national” or “foreign residents.” In addition, they are not             
counted as one of the official 135 races declared by the government of Myanmar. According to                
the United Nations, there are more than a million Rohingya who remain stateless within the               
Rakhine State, and account for about ten percent of the stateless people in the world. One of the                  
main reasons they were not offered citizenship was because the Rohingya are Muslims, given              
that majority of individuals in Myanmar practice the Buddhist faith. Although the United Nations              
attempted to work with the Myanese government to grant Rohingya citizenship in December             
2014, they have yet to do so. The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights has claimed that                 
Myanmar’s actions––or rather, their refusal to take action––can be considered ethnic cleansing.  
 
Republic of Côte d'Ivoire 

Côte d'Ivoire is a West African country that was previously ruled by France. Côte d'Ivoire               
acceded to two conventions on statelessness in 2013, becoming one of the latest countries to do                
so. The two conventions include the 1954 Convention relating to the Status of Stateless Persons,               
which sets out the rights of stateless people and the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of                
Statelessness, which establishes precautions to prevent a person from becoming stateless which            
are required to be included in each country’s nationality law. An estimated 700,000 people in               
Cote d’Ivoire are stateless. The local government is currently working hard to solve the problem               
of statelessness. They recently approved a reform on a nationality law which will allow people               
who have resided within Côte d'Ivoire for more than a decade to apply for citizenship and gain                 
nationality within the country.  
 
Thailand 

There are an estimated number of about two to three million and the problem of stateless                
persons in Thailand remains one of the biggest ones around the world. Thailand’s northern hill               
tribe people number around two million with more than half lacking Thai citizenship, and are               
unable to vote, buy land, seek legal employment, work in certain occupations or travel freely. In                
2001, the Thai Cabinet granted temporary residency rights for one year to those previously              
lacking identification. To secure citizenship, they had to show either they or one of their parents                
had been born in Thailand. However, these requirements are difficult for those born in remote               
mountain areas without a birth certificate and who lack documentation or other legal evidence.  

9 “Trapped in Statelessness: Rohingya Refugees in Bangladesh”. Milton, Abul. URL here 
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Opposing Viewpoints 
Western/European Bloc 
Most nations (excluding the United States, whose recent immigration policy has significantly            
decreased the number of individuals who are allowed into the country), are dealing with              
statelessness to larger degree than before with the European Union’s refugee policy as well as               
open border system. And so, many have taken part in the UNHCR’s #IBelong campaign, as well                
as other platforms of social media, to spread awareness and aid in the end to statelessness. It                 
should be noted that the United States is not a signatory to the 1954 U.N. Convention Relating to                  
the Status of Stateless Persons or the 1961 U.N. Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness.  10

 
Eastern Europe/Russia -  
Eastern Europe deals with a hundreds of thousands of stateless, Russian-speaking minorities in             
Latvia and Estonia as a result of the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991. In addition, there are                   
thousands of stateless Roma in Italy and the Balkans after the fall of the Yugoslavia; many have                 
never obtained a birth certificate, and the community tends to live in ‘nomad camps.’ In               11

addition, many Roma face a large amount of anti-Roma discrimination throughout society;            
although the European Roma Rights Centre is working against this, many Roma still feel the               
visible exclusion from society. Overall, while many can sympathize with those who are stateless,              
Eastern Europe and Russia feel that their national identity is at stake simultaneously.  
 
Latin America -  
While Latin America agrees that statelessness is a pressing issue, with many nation-states being              
members to the 1954 UN Convention, many of the convention’s policies have not been              
thoroughly carried out in the region. For example, in 2010, only 118 persons were reported               
stateless of the estimated 6 million at the time. Latin America has been characterized by mixed                12

migration flows not only inter-regionally (like those fleeing Venezuela), but intra-regionally as            
well, with a large number of refugees coming from overseas (such as Austria). 
 
Asia/Middle East 
The continent of Asia as a whole is marked by a radically diverse set of situations that range                  
from longtime political and economic stability — as seen in the more developed countries of the                
region, including Japan, India, and the United Arab Emirates — to open conflict and dire               
humanitarian crises, including the ongoing Syrian Civil War affecting Syria and its neighboring             
countries, the Rohingya refugee crisis stemming from Myanmar, and the continuing war in             13 14

10 “Statelessness in the United States” M Sebastian, Washingotn Post URL here  
11 “Statelessness in Europe” Lousie Osborne The Guardian URL here  
12 “Latin American nations urged to accede to statelessness conventions” URL here 
13“Syria Emergency” UNHCR URL here  
14 “Rohingya Emergency” UNHCR URL here 
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Afghanistan that has displaced millions and threatens regional stability. As such, a wide array              15

of political positions are represented by the Asian countries, a situation made more complicated              
by the lack of universal agreement on the standards of treatment for refugees (e.g. the 1951                
Refugee Convention, of which most of the Arabian Peninsula and a majority of the ASEAN               
nations are not parties to) and the lingering disputes over history and state responsibility for               
minority ethnic and religious groups.  
 
African Bloc 
A historical inheritance from the exploitation and imperialism by the major European powers for              
over three centuries, most notably the “Scramble for Africa” epitomized by the 1884-5 Berlin              
Conference, the borders of colonial holdings in Africa became international borders of the newly              
independent African states in the tumultuous decolonization process after the Second World            
War. The lack of consideration for ethnic groups’ location and density and effective “lumping              
together” of myriad ethnic groups into arbitrarily defined territories has made politics in             
independent African states subject to ethnic tensions and outright civil war, with groups             
jockeying for political, economic, and military power. Statelessness in Africa is driven by the              
marginalization of minority groups, the seizure of land by majority groups, and the violent              
interethnic conflicts that have plagued a good portion of the continent’s states since the 1960s. 

Conclusion 
The problem of statelessness remains an urgent one today. Millions of stateless people             

worldwide still require the help of the UNHCR, and as a result this committee is constantly                
evolving to meet the needs of refugees. The UNHCR plays a vital role in humanitarian affairs                
and remains necessary in providing life-saving resources for individuals who have been forced to              
flee their homes due to political instabilities. Delegates should work hand-in-hand in looking to              
solve the problem as a whole and not just specifically within their own nations.  
Some questions for delegates to consider include:  

- Since citizenship is granted by individual governments, what universal standards can be            
established to protect this basic human right?  

- Because causes of statelessness vary from region to region, what are some aspects of this               
topic that should be addressed in order to draft a feasible solution to this complex               
problem?  

- How has the lack of an official definition for “de facto statelessness” resulted in difficulty               
in seeking effective solutions to address displaced persons?  

- What would constitute improvements to the current definition of statelessness that           
member nations could all agree on?   

15 “Afghanistan” UNHCR URL here  
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Topic B: Syrian Emergency  

 
Figure 4. Kurdish sniper observing the destroyed town of Kobani. URL here 

Historical Background 
The ongoing Syrian civil war is deeply rooted in political turmoil that can be traced back                

to the foundations of the country. Complexities within Syria’s diverse religious, ethnic, and             
cultural histories were proving difficult to appease in approaching the end of the 20th century.               
Syria is “composed primarily of Sunni Arabs and a sizable Christian minority” and “members of               
a Shiite sect called Alawites that make up [only] 12 percent of the population.” In 2000,                16

Syrians were especially dissatisfied with the high rates of “unemployment, corruption, and a lack              
of political freedom” under the leadership of President Bashar al-Assad and previously, under the              
rule of his father Hafez al-Assad.  The Assad family has been been in power since 1971. 17

Furthermore, the Assad regime targeted the Syrian people in brutal attacks for decades. In              
1982, Hafez al-Assad set a precedent for his successive violent and dictatorial rule, with the               
squashing of “an Islamic insurgency in the city of Hama,” resulting in over 30,000 dead.               

According to historians Marwan Hisham and Molly Crabapple, authors of the memoir Brothers             

16 The Syrian Rebellion. Fouad Ajami. (2012) 
17 “Why is there a war in Syria?”. BBC News. URL here 
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of the Gun, “the country [was] boiling… Young men want[ed] to shout our throats bloody.”               18

Tensions within Syria were high and strife for a revolution.  
When revolts in Tunisia sparked what is now termed the “Arab Spring,” in which citizens               

across various nations in the region protested against government rule across the Middle East,              
these tensions culminated in a series of demonstrations in Deraa in support of turning to               
democratic rule. Immediately, the government used deadly force to crush the dissent, and the              
people reacted with demands for the president’s resignation. Rapidly, the violence spread, with             
opposition groups and supporters taking up arms, thus resulting in the current Syrian Civil War. 

Current Situation 
Since its inception on March 15, 2011, over half a million people have been killed in the                 

crosshairs of war, forcing millions still to flee, which, according to Reuters, makes up a majority                
of the pre-war population. A breakdown of the casualties by the Syrian Observatory for Human               19

Rights estimates that about “85 percent of the dead were civilians killed by the forces of the                 
Syrian government and its allies”. 

  
Figure 5. Cumulative total deaths of the Syrian Civil War, as measured in the thousands, and as of October 8th,                    
2012. Numbers are within the context of key events of the War’s timeline. Website URL here; Full Map View URL                    
here.  
 

With the later support of Assad’s allies Russia and Iran, the current Syrian government              
continues to hold valuable territory, including Damascus and Aleppo. According to an analysis             20

by The Atlantic, “Russia’s military intervention [in] late 2015 gave Assad a decisive edge.” With               

18 Brothers of the Gun: A Memoir of the Syrian War. Hisham and Crabapple. (2018) 
19 “Syrian Observatory says war has killed more than half a million”. Reuters. URL here 
20 “No One is Winning the Syrian Civil War”. The Atlantic. URL here 
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this strengthened hold over the country, Assad’s current policies has destroyed the Syrian             
societal infrastructure.  

The Civil War has also crippled Syria’s economy, with experts at The            
Atlantic estimating that “it will take another two decades after the fighting            
ends… for Syria to regain its pre-war economic status[, a total of] $200             
billion or more.”12 Infrastructure across the country has been damaged or           
outright destroyed, erasing cultural landmarks along the way. More than          
80% of the current population lives in poverty. Further, unlike the           
reconstruction efforts of other conflicts, like after the Iraqi War in which            
over $70 million were appropriated by the US government alone, any           
international precedent for financing are slim, with funders hesitant to          
authorize loans given the risk of Assad’s regime using them for their            
benefit.  21

With Syrian pro-government forces, Hezbollah, Iran, and Russia fighting opposition          
forces from the Free Syria Army (FSA), national jihadists, as well as foreign powers such as the                 
United States and Turkey, intense fighting and war crimes remain and do not appear to be                
ceasing in areas across Syria, including in and around the capital city of Damascus.  

Opposing Viewpoints  
Neighboring Countries 

In recent years, Israel has adopted more of a hands-off approach in regards to Syrian               
refugees. While humanitarian aid, specifically shipments of food, medicine, clothing, and tents,            
will continue to be available to Syrian refugees, as provided by the Israel, the country will not                 
allow any Syrian refugees to enter its national borders. In response to why, Israel Defence               
Minister Avigdor Lieberman stated via Twitter that “We are closely monitoring events in             
southern Syria. We will guard Israel’s security interests… [and] we will not accept any Syrian               
refugee to our territory.”  22

Other nearby nations, such as Iraq, Lebanon, and Jordan, have chosen to accept refugees,              
in the upwards of several million combined. However, with the large influx of refugees, space               
for housing has grown more and more scare, as other resources are stretched thin as well.                
Currently, many refugees seeking asylum in these neighboring countries live within local            
communities, rather than organized refugee camps.  
 
The United States of America 

In defense of the US President’s ban on allowing Syrian refugees entrance, Nikki Haley,              
ambassador to the United Nations, has claimed that refugees “[do] not actually want to leave the                

21 The Cost of Iraq, Afghanistan, and Other Global War on Terror Operations Since 9/11. Congressional Research                 
Service. URL here 
22 “Israel will not accept any Syrian refugees on its territory: defense minister”. Reuters. URL here 
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region… ‘They want to stay as close to Syria as they can’” In terms of solutions for displaced                  23

peoples and ending the conflict, the US plans to continue the more than $6 billion in aid given as                   
well unceasing military strikes targeting the Assad regime. 
 
European Union (EU)  

Many Syrian refugees have sought asylum in Europe due to its proximity. From the              
beginning of the conflict to 2016, the European Union has accepted more than 156,000 refugees.               
However, many Europeans are concerned that the increase of refugees will increase terrorism             
and will be an economic and social burden on their countries. Refugees are currently relying on                
the Common European Asylum System (CEAS), a set of EU laws written in 2005, with               
intentions to ensure that all EU member states protect the rights of asylum seekers and refugees.                
Nevertheless, the nuances of the CEAS vary from country to country.  

Therefore, to maintain consistency, many European nations have insisted on following           
the Dublin Regulation, which states that refugees must stay in the state that they entered first.                
Because of this, countries closest in geography to Syria, such as Greece, Italy, Austria, and               
Hungary experienced the greatest influx of refugees. Their resources are dwindling.  

Attempting to lead by example, Germany has been very welcoming to Syrian refugees,             
letting in over one million refugees in 2016 alone. German Chancellor Angela Merkel has urged               
other European countries to accept more refugees and lower the burden for all of Europe.  
 
Russian Federation 

Russian President Vladimir Putin recently began returning Syrian refugees in Jordan and            
Lebanon back to Syria. Since 2011, the Russian Federation has supported the Assad regime with               
direct military involvement. However, they have only granted one refugee the opportunity to             
become a Russian citizen, while deporting more than 100,000 refugees. Most importantly,            
Russians citizens have expressed a distinct disfavor for refugees due to overwhelming cultural             
Islamophobia. 

Conclusion 
Although the government has regained control of the majority of Syria, a swift end to the                

Civil War does not seem likely. This committee is in a precarious position to draft solutions that                 
will honor the national sovereignties of the countries involved, while keeping in mind the              
immediate- and long-term issues that are plaguing the country and the Syrian people. President              
Assad appears unwilling to negotiate with the many opposition groups, and rebel groups and              
individuals are adamant that Assad must step down. 

As delegates, keep in mind the nuances of the international stage, as well as the               
far-reaching consequences of each proposal. For questions to consider: 

 

23 “Syrian refugees don’t ‘want to go to US’, envoy says in defense of Trump ban”. The Guardian. URL here 
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❖ What can be done to create an evolving plan that will keep up with the changing demands                 
and threats from groups and organizations on each side of the Civil War? 

❖ How will this plan be implemented in keeping with existing international and UN laws              
and policies (esp. free and open borders, as well as national sovereignty, for Member              
States)? 

❖ What can be done to address the root causes and conditions that are especially conducive               
to radical groups? 

❖ Does your nation has any alliances with any prominent countries within the issue? If so,               
how will this affect the way in which you draft solutions? 

❖ What can be done to aid the refugees who have fled Syria since the outbreak of the War? 
 

  

14 
To Table of Contents 



 

Works Cited 
Topic A: Ending Statelessness 

The State of the World's Refugees. The United Nations High Commission of  
Refugees (UNHCR), www.unhcr.org/3eb7ba7d4.pdf. 

United Nations. “Statelessness Around the World.” UNHCR,  
www.unhcr.org/en-us/statelessness-around-the-world.html. 

Foster, Michelle, and Lambert Helena. “Statelessness as a Human Rights Issue: A Concept  
Whose Time Has Come | International Journal of Refugee Law | Oxford Academic.”  
OUP Academic, Oxford University Press, 21 Nov. 2016,  
academic.oup.com/ijrl/article-abstract/28/4/564/2548384?redirectedFrom=fulltext. 

Convention Relating to the Status of Stateless Persons. UNHCR.  
http://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/1954-Convention-relating-to-the-Statu 
s-of-Stateless-Persons_ENG.pdf 

Resolving Existing Major Situations of Statelessness. UNHCR: Ending Statelessness in 10 Years.  
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/54e75a244.pdf 

Explained: The Rohingya Refugee Crisis” Sky New 
https://news.sky.com/feature/rohingya-crisis-11121896  

Osborne L (2015) “Statelessness in Europe” The Guardian  
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/27/stateless-in-europe-refugee-crisis-we-ar 
e-no-people-with-no-nation 

“Latin American nations urged to accede to statelessness conventions” UNHCR  
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2010/11/4cdc27169/latin-american-nations-urged
-accede-statelessness-conventions.html 

“Syria Emergency” UNHCR http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/syria-emergency.html 
“Rohingya Emergency” UNHCR http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/syria-emergency.html 
“Afghanistan” UNHCR http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/afghanistan.html 
 

 

  

15 
To Table of Contents 

http://www.unhcr.org/3eb7ba7d4.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/statelessness-around-the-world.html
http://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/1954-Convention-relating-to-the-Status-of-Stateless-Persons_ENG.pdf
http://www.unhcr.org/ibelong/wp-content/uploads/1954-Convention-relating-to-the-Status-of-Stateless-Persons_ENG.pdf
http://www.refworld.org/pdfid/54e75a244.pdf
https://news.sky.com/feature/rohingya-crisis-11121896
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/27/stateless-in-europe-refugee-crisis-we-ar
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2015/dec/27/stateless-in-europe-refugee-crisis-we-are-no-people-with-no-nation
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2010/11/4cdc27169/latin-american-nations-urged-accede-statelessness-conventions.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2010/11/4cdc27169/latin-american-nations-urged-accede-statelessness-conventions.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/news/latest/2010/11/4cdc27169/latin-american-nations-urged-accede-statelessness-conventions.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/syria-emergency.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/syria-emergency.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/syria-emergency.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/rohingya-emergency.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/afghanistan.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/syria-emergency.html
http://www.unhcr.org/en-us/afghanistan.html


 

Topic B: Syrian Emergency 
Ajami, F. (2012). The Syrian rebellion. Stanford, CA: Hoover Institution Press, Stanford  

University. 
“From Arab Spring to chemical attacks: A timeline of the Syrian conflict and the U.S. response”  

NBC News, Accessed October 5, 2018. 
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/arab-spring-chemical-attacks-timeline-syrian-c 
onflict-n865961 

Hisham, M., & Crabapple, M. (2018). Brothers of the gun: A memoir of the Syrian war. New  
York: One World. 

“Israel will not accept any Syrian refugees on its territory: defense minister.” Reuters.  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-israel/israel-will-not-accept-any-s 
yrian-refugees-on-its-territory-defense-minister-idUSKBN1JP10E 

“No One is Winning the Syrian Civil War”. The Atlantic. Accessed October 7, 2018.  
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/03/syria-civil-war/554588/ 

“Syrian Observatory says war has killed more than half a million”. Reuters. Accessed October 5,  
2018.  
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria/syrian-observatory-says-war-has- 
killed-more-than-half-a-million-idUSKCN1GO13M?il=0 

“Syrian refugees don’t ‘want to go to US’, envoy says in defense of Trump ban.” Swaine, Jon.  
The Guardian.  
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/apr/15/syria-air-strikes-mission-accomplishe 
d-donald-trump 

The Cost of Iraq, Afghanistan, and Other Global War on Terror Operations Since 9/11. The  
Congressional Research Service. http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a543589.pdf 

“Who’s Who in Syria’s Civil War”. Council on Foreign Relations. Accessed October 5, 2018. 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/whos-who-syrias-civil-war 

“Why Is There a War in Syria?”. BBC News, BBC, Accessed October 5, 2018. 
www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35806229. 

 

16 
To Table of Contents 

https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/arab-spring-chemical-attacks-timeline-syrian-conflict-n865961
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/us-news/arab-spring-chemical-attacks-timeline-syrian-conflict-n865961
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-israel/israel-will-not-accept-any-syrian-refugees-on-its-territory-defense-minister-idUSKBN1JP10E
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria-israel/israel-will-not-accept-any-syrian-refugees-on-its-territory-defense-minister-idUSKBN1JP10E
https://www.theatlantic.com/international/archive/2018/03/syria-civil-war/554588/
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria/syrian-observatory-says-war-has-killed-more-than-half-a-million-idUSKCN1GO13M?il=0
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-mideast-crisis-syria/syrian-observatory-says-war-has-killed-more-than-half-a-million-idUSKCN1GO13M?il=0
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/apr/15/syria-air-strikes-mission-accomplished-donald-trump
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2018/apr/15/syria-air-strikes-mission-accomplished-donald-trump
http://www.dtic.mil/dtic/tr/fulltext/u2/a543589.pdf
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/whos-who-syrias-civil-war
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-35806229

